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Mr. T. N. Agmlar Died Yesterday

CD 

-· --� --------------

Was For Many Years One 
Of City's Leading 

Businessmen. 

SUCCESSFUL LIFE. 

Buried At Half-way Tree. 
Funeral Yesterday Very 

Largely Attended. 

F 
VLL OF YEARS of suc­

l'essful business actir:i­

ty, estimable bene1·0-
le11ce in the treatment of hi.<1 
fellows, genial sporti11r1 parti­
cipation in turf nctirities. and 
withal ·a loi·e1· nf I he quiet of 
hi.rf home. Thomas Nercto11 
Aguilar· died nt hi.'i residence. 
lJ We.<it J(ing's Hottu Rovd. 
early yf!sterday morninq. He I was in his eighty-secenth year. 

A venerable link with the pa't 
has been se ·ered by Mr. i\g•;ilai··� 

I de ath .. The sight of his erect fig-
! ure gorng the bu�iness rounds of 

the city, or mingling with the 
I crowd at races belied his year.�: 

and his comp<ny was at all time� 
. sougi1t by tho�e \:ho enjoy good 
1 conversation .. the wealth of ex­

perience which he poE�e:;se;i and 
·"he ··ound advice \\·hich he never 
failed to gl ·e . 

Some idea of he diversity of 
busir.css actidty in whi:h M1·. 
Aguilar was engaged can be gT in­
ed from kno\\'ledge of the organi­
zations which he assisted in lead-1 ing. Besides being the head nf 1 
the firm which bears his name, a 1 
firm which has been in existenc<> 
for ovei· half a century, he was 
Chairman of the Victoria Mutual j 
Building Society, a director of th<> 
Gleaner Company, a director of 
the Jamaica Mutual Assurance Com 
pany. a director of the Jamaica Bis 
cuit Company, and chrirman of the 
People's Discount and Deposit 
Company. 

On all these bodies of business­
men he \\rs respect<:ld as ,,·ell fo.t" 
his business acumen, as for his 
broad humanity. 

I HIS CAREER 
Mr. Agutlar was born in w,,st· 

morcland on January 7. 1801. He 
I had one daughter, now i\ll's. Crid 1 

land , by bis first \\'iie. Widowed I I over forty yeal'S ago, 1\lr. Aguikr 
malTicd again taking as his \\rife 1 

I an Englishwoman. Mis> Bastian , 1 
daughter of Capt< in Bastian. She J has stti'Vi\·ed him. 

1 Mr. Aguilar started business in 
Kingston while yet young and al 

1 though he did not meet smooth 
sailing at all lime::;, p2rsevered 

I 
;;ind succeeded. The firm of Agui­
lar's which he fo.unded ha.;; no1·: 

been in existence for over fifty 
years and the influence of its 

1 [ounder �pread to far ,\·ider fieldi; 
in business. 

A well travelled man, M1·. A;-:ui 
1 lar has the distinctiou of being I 

about the only person resident 

here who had visited E:igland 
J I forty times. Besides, he has travel-

i lerl Europe c.nd North an·d South I 
America. 
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r Jn 1·acing, Mr. Aguilar was a 
' \\''€11 known figure. Thirty years j

ag0 he was racing Ace of Sp2des 
\Vith moderate success, and in ' 
mo1:e recent memory he has had 
such fine racers as Hawthorne 
Bloom, owned jointly with Mr. 
Harold Bolton-his bosom friend 
and a member of 'the three mus­
keteers' (M. M. Alex2nder, Har­
old Ho lion and T. N. Aguilar)­
anrl Gay Bachelor. Later still he I 
suc< 'eeded with Ferryman in spite 
of the fact that it met abnormal 
Jy fine horse,,. to compete with. 
Diaphnnella end Wat Water are 
the lwo chief horses that uphold 
the tradition of the AJ:;uilar stables 
today. He was a membe1· of thf' I Jockey Club of Jamaica. 

Mr. Aguilar w<:s a staunch mem 
. ber of the Methodist church. In I 
his younger days he was a mem­
ber of the Coke Church and sang I 
in its choir for a number of 
years . 

His generous anrl charitable acts 
are well known though the retir­
ing disposition of the 1m:n and his 
lack of ostentation did not encour-
1 age publicity as to his generosity. 

He was one of the senior Jus­
tices of the Peace for Kingston. 

I 
He is survi\·ed by three sons-· 

M.essr.:; Vincent, Andrew and E\'· 
erard-Aguliar; t\vo daughtff°s. Mrs 
Cridland' and Mrs. Eric Halliday. 

FU 'ERAL YESTERDAY 
The whole business communitv 

\Vas upset by the news of his 
·neath yesterday. It \� as known 
that he had been ailing since his 
rer.ent visit to England at the 
time of the Coronation, and that 
since last we·ek his condition had 
l'!rown worse, but his death yester 
day morning was nevcrthPless a 
surprise. 

General regret was expressed 
and flags were flown at half-mast 
at l>'Rveral business houses. includ 
ini· the Gleaner Company (of 
which he had been a Director for 
many years). 

There was :i. very large attend 
ance at tl1e luneral yesterday after 
noon, a long procession of over a 
hundred cars following the cortege 
from the home to the St. An1drew 
Parish Church cemetery where the 
body was laid in the family vault. 1 

He was given a Methodist funer 
al, the service at the home being 
conduc!ed by the Rev, J. Leslie 

I 
Webb; at the St. Andrew Parish 
Church by the Rev. W1lfrer! Ea'­
ton; and at the vault by the Rev. 
R. E. R. Wade. 

The pall bearers were Messrs 
\'.incent Aguilar, Winston Aguilar, 
Sidney Agu1!ar, Everard Aguilar, 
Andrew Aguilar and Walter Agui­
lar ; Mr. Ronald Thwaites aLo as­
sisting at the house. 

Members of the family at thE' 
fune,tal, in addition to those named 
as �all bearers, were; Mrs. T. N. 
Aguilar, Mrs. Brownell, Mrs. 
Sorapure, Mr. A. O. W. Aguilar 
and Mri;. N cllie Aguilar. 

Wreat_hs plentiful and e:fquisite 
were laid on the \'ault by and on 
bel:ialf of business organizations, re 
latives and hosts of friends and 
adrmrer:>. 

. '·' I It· ... ' 



IN THE CORTE 
Among those who attended hr:­

sides the immediate family wcrl' 
the Hon. Sir Alfred d'Costa, Ki., 
H on N. B. Livingston, Hon. G. C. 
Wainwright, O.B.E., Mr. Herbert 
G. tleLisser, C.M.G., Hon W. M. , 
Fraser, I.S.O., Hon George Sey­
mour Seymour, O.B.E., and Mr5. I 
Seymour Seymour, Mr. Lewis Ash 
enheim, Mr. Michael DeCordo •a. 'Mr 
Cecil DeCordova, Col. H. M. Burke, 

Messr5· H. D. M. Orrett, A. K. 
Butler, C. Hastings Dent, J. C. 

Hatten, L. J. Stone, T. P. Eve­
lyn, J. W. Whiting, W. C. Sora­

pure, E. Smith, Alex. Bur ke, L. 
lVlelhado, 0. K. Henriques, Cyril 
Melhado, Cov·cr, Enos Davidson, 
W. S. Ashman, H. Latrielle, J. 1 

I 
H. Cargill, M. B. E., J. B1e1111er­
hasett, G. R. Ol'rett, C. R. M. 
Orrett, G. C. Livingston, A. H. 
Neale, W. Torrie, F. V. Lumb, I 

I 
B. Koth, Leslte R. Mordecai, R. 
rv.latcham. S .  Graham, E. A. Bar-
ham, E. B. Nethersole, L. J. Fog· 
arty, Major Michael DeCordova, 
M.B.E., M-essrs J. Ramsing, A. 
Fisher, Alt.amonl Dolphy, Abraham 
Dolphy, Thoywell Henry, A. C. 
Murray, H. V. Alexander, Bobby 1 
Alexander, H. S. Samuel, snr., 
Dan Samuel, E. S. Pixley, H. H. 
Dunn, J. S. Webster, R. B. Bark 
er, 'L. J. Feurtado, Alan 0. Ritell 
i•'. G. A. Forbes, Dr. C. LeYy, 
Dr. J. Mosely, Dr. Alan Harty, I I Messrs C. K. Royes , L. Johnson, 
Cecil B. Facey, Lindsay P. Down 
er, P. A. Williams, I. Donalds, A. , 
Phillibert, Inspector W. A . Or-i rett, Inspector E. G. Orrett, 
Messrs B. D. Magm·n, Mr. and I 
Mrs. C .  L. Cawley, Miss P. Hy!­

� ton, Messrs S. C. Burke, Audley 

I . . M orais, Hiam Barrow, Frank Bar 
ro'A·, M. Heron, Ah-in Lawson, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. C. PhilliP.s, Messrs 

I 
George Desnoes, Harold Bol>ton, H. 
Warner Bolton, A. T. Grannum 
and Dr. I. C. Solomon. 

Me&srs Basil 0. Parks, C. Ran­
dall, Roy Martinez, E. Williams. G. C. Gunt!'r, H. Cox, J. Hyl� 
ton, V. E. Manton, Owen Samuel N. Fenton, Rev. I. Quallo, Messr� A. E. and A. C. Brandon, M. 
Greensword, Li onel DeMercado , E. 
A. Issa. Vin George, Hemy Eve­
lyn, Dr. E\relyn. W. Masterton V. B. Myers, A. M. Bonitto

' 

Frank Bonitto, Ken Cameron A ' V.'. Bourke, Horace Reid, H .  Hy!:
ton, Frank E. Lyons, Bradshaw, 
R. L. Anderson and W. Myers. 

l\1e5srs Charles Don, M. B.E., W. Alexander, Mahfood, John 
Crook, K. Davidson. T. K. Wint, 
L. Cathcart, C. A. Cost<i, Dr. H. 
H. and Mrs . . Blair, Dr. C. L. Tavaes, Mrs. R. E. F. Wade, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Th aites, Messrs W. Greens word , E. C urtin, J. 
Harrison, Miss Cox, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Rob2rts, Messrs A. K. Wil­
liams, K. Berry, W. HPndricks, J. Valencia, L. Daley, J. Crid­
lan'd, C. Colhurst, J. Gre�·. .fah­
food and many la ell;:�. 
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Mr. T. N. Aguilar· 
The death of Mr. T. K. Aguilar de­
prives the colony of one of its old ­
<tst possibly the oldest, of its men 

of business ; of one who, up to fonr 

or five weeks ago, was actively con­
cerned in affairs, attending meet­

ings and boards and giving to them 

all the benefit of his wide and mod­
erating experience. And as one 

looks back upon the pasl, reading 

the story of its commercial and 2i­

mila1: institutions, it is borne in 

upon one how long Mr. Aguilar 

was connected with enterprises in 

Jamaica that have grown out of all 

p rnportion to what they were at 

the beginning and have been mark­
ed by ·signal success. 

Take a single instance. Kingston 

and St. Andrew today, with otlHir 

places in the island also, are ligh1-

ed with electricity ; we regard elec­

tric lighting as a necesi.;ity, indee1l 

as a commonplace of our urban life. 
Ilnt H was not so when , OYer fifty 

years ago, 'rhomas Aguilar became 

one of a small band of pioneers to 
i naugurate electrical illumination 

here. He and they took what was 

in those times regarded as a risk, 

pl'obably a foolish risk , with theil' 

capital; we know now that by show­

ing pluck and initiative they werP 

pedrctly right. We doubt if a single 
man of those who were associa1crl 

with Mr. A�uilar In the rnterpri;;;r 

we have mentioned was a live yes­

terday when he p<- sed away; hr 
survived them all. He also surviY­
erl mauy who were counccled with 

him in many anolher business whicl1 

long since won to uccess m1d were 
1·endered possible by his fi mrncia 1 
assi stance, e1'e11 thou gh hii; name 

might JJevl•t· be mentioned in pub­

lic in !'elation to anyone of them. 

For he was not of the type thal 

lores publicity and purs\1 es it. He 

was typically the reti cent sort of 

lrnsinessman who thought careful­

ly oYei· what he proposed to do, but 
11·ho went ahead resolutely when 

once he hacl made up his mind. He 
had a sort of sixth ,-,ense �or the 

perception of likely ventures, and 1 
he [ollowetl i his instinct of hi�: hnt 

he was also a hard worker, and the 

knowled ge of practica l affairs which 
he acquired in the course of a very 

long life was extraor<linary. In 



manner ewas qme , peacefu1, cou1·­

teons, conciliatory. But anyone w110 
imagined that he could not !Jc :firm. 

even adamantine, made a colossal 
mistake. "71len he said uo, after 

considel'ing any question , he meant 

what he said; he was not assertin', 

he did not ar;:;ue, hnt he maintaine1l 

hifl s tnnd and that wa1' tlrnt so fal' 

as he was concerned. B 11t while 

those who only knew him in lmsi­
ness relations might be well awa 1·e I 

·of all that we have writtrn nbove, 

there was another aspect of his 

character which was only re1·ealet1 
to those who came into more inti­

mate and personal con1JHri with 

l1i.m. ne was Yery s.vmpathetic and 

just in dealing with the empJoye(l 

of the rnrious in titnlionfl with 
"·hich he was connected ai; a direc­
tor; many a man and woman o .... ·erl 
their increa ·es of salary at l"asl 

partly to his effor ts. He "·oulcl go 
out of his way to speak to his l · 

brother direc tors on hehaH of t 
these persons, asking foi· iheil' 

!'lupport; aJHl there rnnnot lrnl'e 

been many instarn.:es in whii:.:11 

he failed to obtain that support. 

He flid uot helirve in lhc <'tll· 
1011;:; rlismissal of ivorken;, even . i.f 

any of these ha1i offrndcfl their em­
ploying companies. His mice wa.. · 

always on the si1lc of forbea ra nee 
and metcy: aml if there wai; au�­

man who displayed a different at­
titude 11e used to say: "X o one will 
mi�s a. man like that aftet he ts 
dead." ·we know he said th ii;, for 

the i·emark was made to the pre-

seut wriLe1· mOI"e than uuce l>.r �fr. 
Aguilar himself. 

It is impossible not to feel Uw L 
he lived his life. He loved the work 
he hatl to do, his family, the people 
with whom he had established re-

. lationships enduring for many 

ye8.rs. He went on annual trip to 

England; he took a keen interest in 
racing and at one thne owned race­
horses; he loved his ven tures to suc­
ceed but he w:1·e1· was much per­

turbed if any o� . ·1em went away. 
As he grew older, per ·onal liking 

for him increased. He wai,; always 
a welcome figure at any place at 

which he made an appearance, 

though these appearances became 

fewer as time went on. vVheu, some 
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