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@ﬁe Ministry cf Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport, tﬁmugﬁ the agency qf the National Lfﬁmry of
Jamaica, is pleased to declare Lorna Goodison Poet Laureate of Jamaica for the period 2017 - 2020. A superlative
poet, with a ﬁigﬁ international reputation, she 1s in great demand for appearances on both sides qf the Atlantic. A
few qf her poems have a}o}oearecf on the London ﬂndérgmund; a signaf honour.

mﬁen her ﬁrst book qf poems, Tamarind Season, was yuﬁﬁsﬁecf Ey the Institute qf Jamaica in 1980, it announced
an exciting new voice in West Indian poetry. The title and the tit[é—poem were themselves indicative qf her creative,
eye-opening way with Jamaican folk wisdom and culture. In the years that followed, hers was to be no tamarind
season, but a continuous, rich harvest qf poetic delight and wisdom. During these years, she has given the world
eleven books of poetry, culminating this year with her Collected Poems.

EH er poetic journey has been one o*f afways ﬁoning her cmﬁ and déqaening her ex}afomtion cf the human condition.
She has drawn on a mriety qf yaetic inffuences and rgpresentecf a range {yc countries in which she has travelled, but
a(ways the joumey, qf cmﬁ, pface and culture, has been 5roundécf in her Jamaican ﬁeginnings and her sﬁmjo sense
of our ﬁistory S}oeaﬁfng for the déyrivecf and the qpyressecf, she has chanted a sonyg of resilience and redémytion. She
contributed déﬁﬂitive@ to West Indian and world poetry Ey giving voice to woman’s situation and segf-reafization.
She has celebrated movingfy the nurture 1:3( her matrilineal ﬁerimge and its ﬂﬁican sources. Her poems in praise qf
her mother are classics. Her prize-winning prose work, From ‘}fawey River: a Memoir of My Mother and Her
‘_Peoyﬂa, s an fffuminating comp(ément and context for her poetry, as are her excellent short stories.

Aff that she has had to say has been said in a voice that moves with subtle craft, but naturally, easily along the
range (yf Jamaican syeecﬁ, and with d:egp responsiveness to Jamaican music, to jazz and the blues. Her ggct for

}Jainting carries over into her poetry, where her yainte‘rfy eye conjures vivg‘fying images and tﬁougﬁtjarovoﬁing
responses to the work @( great artists.

5%63 ﬁriﬂgs to the role cyc ‘Poet Laureate an expertise in the t'eacﬁing {yf creative writing, e.weciaffy poetry, that has
been déve@?ecf over many years and on both sides qf the Atlantic, starting decades ago at Jamaica Coffege and the
Jamaica School @C Drama, and cufminating at the ‘University f.yc Micﬁigan, from which she retired in 2014 as
?nyfessor qf Eng [ish and ﬂfroamerican and ﬂﬁican Studies.

?.Her overseas and international awards have included the 1986 Commonwealth Poetry Prize for the Americas
Region, Poet Laureate qf the Durham Book Festival in 2012, C!{onomry Patron for the Bristol Festival in 2013,
and Trinidad and T oﬁago’s 2014 OCM Bocas Prize for Poetry.

(@ﬁe poet has not been without honour in her own country, Eeginniﬂg as ea’r@ as 1981, when she received the Institute
cf ‘Jamaica’s Centenary Medal. In 1999 she was awarded a gofcf Musgrave Medal, in 2007 the Prime Minister’s
Medal, in 2013 the National Honour cf Commander qf the Order cy( Distinction, and in 2016, at the Mona campus,
the fllniversity qf the West Indies’ Q-fonomry Doctor of Letters dégree.

mitﬁ yridé and joyfuf exyectation, we welcome our new Poet Laureate, Lorna @aye goodi’san. ’Poetry will prosper.
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