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New Day. By V. S. H.EID. f!cinamamz. xzs. 6d. 
The Gt·ac,s is Singing. ,Jy DORIS LESSL 'G. 

Aficltad Joscp!t. 9L 6d. · ·  

The \Va.<!rfall. Dy AVElUL Mt\CKE. 1ZIE-GRrEVE. 
l-Jwchi11so11. 9s. 6d. 

Man in Ebony. By DE!\YS CRAIG. Goll:.mcz. 
Ss. ·6.1. 

. h i;; ocld tha�, simultaneously with· the Scr.;tse 
c�bc four novels should appear, :::11 cor.cerned in 
som� way with coloured people under White 
d<'minatio:L 

-Two of these novds, one by a 

].i!;l�'�n .cr<m, the other by a woman who spcm 

her ..farma-tive years in South Africa, arc of out

,;t;;..t;,.d'i rtg"'--imer
:
::ss. V. S. Reid's New_ Da� and 

:Q'o-ns -Lcssmg o The Grass 1s Sm.;:ng a:e DOL only 
'{)ri gina� an.d striking in rhcmse1,_:t.:s but provide 

r. :1!� ... ;u�n1innting co1ura�t. l'hc )alnnic:tn novel is 
r one or hope :mel cxtruvert....d vigour; it dc:J.b 

w�th pcopk to wh;,1m the :,cr.sc of community i� 
bO natural ::md vivid th:Jt they arc as conscious of 

� · th:ir nein-hbours' sufferings ;jS of t!lcir own. "the 
S;uth ;\fzic::m one is a st�· :y of despair . . .  of one 
\VDman so neuJ:ot:.cally \Yirhdrawn int� hcrsel.f 
th<:t she ends by being con,ci:ms of n.nting but 
her priYate obsession. The two books are quite 
un' ike m approach and treatment yet there IS a 
co t..:�t;,m between their themes. Each shows 
th ; human beings cannot exploit or degrade 
each other wirhot:t bcc::Jming degr2,ded and 
ddnHn:J.nised thcmsdvl:s. 

" ' Class ' is n8l a S:Ycnl: African word," sa:1s 
!v1.iss

. 
Lessing? "i�s e,quiv<.ler.i: is ' Race ':" ·

J:.:maJca, on me oth er nand, appears to maKe 
mu;::h :Jf class distinctions and little of racial ones. 
l'vi�rriage between White and coloured people is 
common and Ihere is a large population ot' mixed 
African and European (of::cn Celtic) stock. Many 
of :he r.1ost vigorous and gifted Jamaicari farniiies 
have, li!'e the Campbells of Nqv Day, a strong 
infusion of Scottish bleod. U!>ne of rhe many 
:r-, • ..:resr�� things abotit V. S. Reid's l::o0k is (!1� 
W<J.Y me a�,r shows ti1�.: t.,;v:o ·Strains working in 
hls- characters ; sometimes in conflict, sometimes 
in the most effective har;nony� New Day could be 
called a saga of }amaic:�'s achievement of Home 
Ru!.: since it b::gins with the r��eliion of r865, put 
dovvn with such sav:::gery oy Eyre, and ends• with 
the New Constitution of I9:f'�· Mr. Reid �ak<;:s 
6e history poignant and !iving by seeing it 
th::ough rhc eyes of an old ma:1 who was involved 
:-.s a small boy in the Morant Bay rising. John· 
C<impheil re-tells his own iifc in 2 long drar.J.ai:ic 
monologue. At first the J amaic;Jn ·dialect pl'e·· 
sentcd certain difficult ies, but once I made myself 
lisren to rhe story while re:J"ing it, it became a 
delight. ':'h;;; language is :ml of odd rhythms, 
repctiriJns a:1d in.v�rsions; it is English used �v�th. 
such fr<:sh::css of imnge and idiora rb.1t it takes 
on a new c�:aracter. I was so con<,tantly rem-inded 
of Welsh ialect tbat I was imerc,;tcd to find the· 
author's nme at the end saying that the Jamaican 
" derives in part from the English of ar: earlie_ 
d�y and in part from the '-X'dsh." . 

The book is �-emarkablc both for its candoc:r and its lack of bitterness. · It is critical of the British but never sour or self-pitying. All the· charactC':"S 
are we!� drawn; th� children· quite brilliantly. Mr. .Rerd has :a keen; scr..sitive eye and ear, a 
natural sense of poc:try ar,a drama and a- oretty 
:;atiric�� \Vit. Ne�w Doy h.a� C\:rtain \Ve�1kn�ss'cs;� 
there . are almost too mnny d,·am::nic inc;dcno:se 
some rather 1hc:.�tr�c::-tliy c:Jntrivcd, and t h. l,:.ngc�agc at tin:es : CL ms ! co tropiolly lush .1ohn Campbell, so hum, n and C:JJWinci tw i 1 1 . • d b . u 1 ooynGo ccomes to:J n:t.:ch �1 rypc-fig.,n·,� of 
Wistbm ar:J justice whet1 th,: st.;1y c:Hches up wirh rhc . pr

_
cscnt and . be..:c,r.cs :1:most cxclw; i vdv p �htH.:r!l' But thC'S(.; ;!!"{' s!J,,_Jll f;:l\V�) C()!)1t'iJt\;��. Wtli til� pk:tsttrc of imittw ·t llt"\\" \VI itc'l" S<• t"r,·sl 

· :n un:}elfc�>nsci\)th tt<�ilt� :.;l�\.·h ;\ r: .. h ;iad '"'·I •r, ,.,,,, vc di:tlt:.:L. llt ilt:n: .11·c •\! l1r.:r wrill'r·' -;1· 1.:,. I' I' . . . _. ... t •• qu:t.ny_ wur 'mg ltl tb.�: v.:n. we' :.n hop.: t0 sec: rhc rJ[;t: ot :' charn;.�cri�,ic .hm:t:�:m Jir,�r;1turc. 
· 

Tile New Stat.Jsmmz a11d Nu;i""' .\pril I, 1950 

National Library of Jamaica


