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lo\Y \\·hjtt' tr�lcks throt.,�h the bu:-'h. \Vh�n 
l:c c:tche:..' un �.�) the white IT1J.Il, ht� iir·ds 
his old br•ss: ;ud at"tcr he has killed bm, 
�c di==co\·crs the ;vhite :tnan 's snn, a cr:n
nled hov o' len. The hov is ;,.:i�h<:r while 
�or �1l:1 � �:. lie L'l. 1n id cpt. :\ cbt/s son by 
t[,e wnitc :1i3n·s ''"ifc. \Yho haG. seduced 
her 41ousehov \\.:ar., bef\)re a 1d \Yt .. s }H:'r-
�di kiiicd r;v -her husbanti when he s::t\\' 
the child's color. 

z._ Wounded , :'\ebu tries to get to a \\:hitc Tt-t �EOPAR:J (159 1=0.:--Vicfor Sfaf- · , 
f . ··-' "� ·., ' -' : '  ._ '$") -.:own lo deliver the boy to his incncts. 

o.� Kc.._,-> ,, ; ,  q \· j .  .::l:;l ) " 
,. d r·, . d. h a 11;; uncompncatc AI>-::uyu mm c 

�t �b:yrL.senc _lit:-.r:lry r;'l� c)�:-r:c!l:ln�. Sknows Lhat he has wrong�d his wl-dc nus
o:1e ... jd n can ::.�1ar! cqu:: s rou.�n:y �� �ter and \Y�1nts to �.tone .Dy returning the ;w\·.:i ::iJout �"" :1 :M..t:.: t roubk .

. 
:\los[ s�1 �,:vou,ngsccr. /:s h.: carri�s him t��oug� the 

.i)Ovk . .:. :JhH1e O!:�Y .1 Ieeb.:.(! b;,£nL !i�lo il ��)i..!Sn, tr2.ileo. by a leopard \Va1t1n� rer a 
.t�·eu �shcre b\.:n<n� :·ucia: h:1tred has �� �c�-:ance to m�ke a double kill� Xchu is 
Sc'IJ:cc. the :.,;-,d.;riyiq; questio:-�s of ri �t !Xformcntcd ov n;s s,,n·s nresence even more 
�l J.d :�\T�r..:::-J.:- ets::! tnty _ �.::l�ln! :'"i��1� �h..;_� b:.·. his

, 
1-t�,t�ring ,,��und. ��he_leo�K:.rd� 

R l�ll"l\:�lJ!·:e, e: .. :e.,\"itncss scn�:ll lOna!;s;r.�.. e �n 1!�1[.: JC�DL: E�ure 01 rctnnutJOL, pro-
p 0::\·ides " horrible cndmg tha t blends :.!1 the 
t-" � r Ggic dcmer.ts of. \\·bite, black and h::lif
f �bck fn.:stralions and h:<trecl. 
n 'Z IV hat Author f<.eid h:ls. done is to. �ive 
Z i-4115 story the qual1ty or ncar myc11 to """ t-�nakc the horror u:-�dersl::mda bie. X o re-

Eric DawsC!n 
:.'\OVELlST REID 

Blending lyri.::ism and horror. 

m��y he a.vi:-tue o�. Tt: e Leo pan;' that i�s 
aut r,oc. \ !Cio: Rc!C!. tlos never beer. 1. 
.--\!ric;::. 

::\ ovclist Reid -is �- Jam.t!c:in journalist; 
his on!y OLhcr r�u=�·el �Ye<;; Day, rdccted 
t!!� colvr -�rtd se:1suol!sr.ess· of his n:ttive 
C.-uibt,e�,r' isi;;.r:d. \\'kt he has t;::ed ior 
: .• Ti.'·· Lf'oprml ;s more Lbn � look into 
a ;,!a-:.. �;.Inu rrjnd. It is no ltss th..t.a an 
ei�·0:--t tc gl!-npse ti1e !-lfrican �;ou! suffer� 
inr; bemcen ielt injustice and the dim 
kno\\"ledge that the whlt.e man's imp:�ct 
has ended once :mel fo.: :�li the rh::xncc oi 
�-e�ur�ing to the Eden of prirnitive ig� 
!1o:·: . .nce and tribal pride that existed be-

:\uii:o.- �:z.-:C.'s ht:ro is Xebu. a simpie 
Ki ::.:yc1 who was •)!1Ct: ! h:1useboy ior an 
1::: .. ;;:�:. pLnte.:-. Xow he i:; a ::\hu ::\lau 
\\:l:ost! deepest joy comes \\'hen a \Yh!tc is 
m�de "beautiful.·· i.e., sec:1 in the final 
t�•:-:r.cilts o_f d�2.th. The plot is s�' firmly 
L:t�d tv COiilc�ae�ce ns to :-n;!��e 1t seem 
sligh,!y :idic<..ious. After a raid, !\ebu 
drops oii irom h1s ),lJ L1 :\Iau gang to fol-

�cnt nove1 about U1e �-Iau :\1au bus �uc
�ceukd as docs Tlte Leopard in making 

c.l�:-lr ho\,. the bl�!ck r.:.1a.n ratio:1alizcs his 
mu;·dcrous bent. \\'hat is cvcn mote re
:n;d:::ble is Author Reid's :�biEtv to cre
ate a icelinf: fo:· the br.d itself. t; blend J. 
lyric:�!, r�e:lr-poctic portra1t of a primitive 
mi>J.d with h:s brutnl subject oaucr. Un
ash:m:cd!y contrived, his book is quite 
simply a brief imasinativc tri\}mph. 
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