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r .. 'HiE FOLLO\YISG is a. re1·ie"· in- 'time :Jl<�gazme uf 

I 
. ' 

.ipril l·t of \-ictor �·taffcml Hci(rs book 'l'he. Leo}mrrl: 
The. Le·c·par� (1.59 Jl)l)-. Vic�?.r 1· the youn�ste�- P�s he 

.

c.r;rr:t>s hm: -1· 
Staffol'd Re•d - 'i'1kms- ( �• �) through t!1e ousr:. t;·;;l;ed by a 
''At the present literary rate of leopard waitlng for '' chance to I 

�xchange, one Africar.L satari rnake a double k11i, !'f cb�.! is to·�� .. l 
·equals roughly one novel aOout n1entcd by hi�. t:on's prc::;encc �ve:n i 
Mau l\Iau trouble. 'more t1lan by his fcscering, 

''1\Iost stJch books sh1ne on . .v a · · 

feeble light into an al�ea \Vh�;·e 
burnmg racial hatred has ob
scured the underlying quest1011s 
of right and ·\vron.g c·r el�e 
they glare \Vith a Ruark-like, eye

. \vhnes� Sensationalisn.1. 
''It may ·be a· virtue · v: Th� 

Leopard that its author, Victor 
Reid, has never been in Africa. 

"Novelist Reid is 2. Jarn.�ican 
journalist: b.�s only cthe1· r�oveJ, 
N e "�' Day, reflected the colour and 

1 �ensuousness of his n<Jtive C'tnb-1 bean ISland. What he has tried ior 
in The Leop:1:d is more than :i 

! look into a iVIau Mo.u mind. It i� .. ,. 
no less than an effort to glim�sc 
the Afncan soul suffedn�: be .. 
tween felt injustice and the dim 
knowledge that the whit<e :nan's · ;:': 
i_rnpnct has ended once and ;.)r all 
the chance of returning to thf' 
Er!cn Of primitive ignorance and 
tribal pride that existed before he 
came. 

"A·uthor R�id's hero is Nebu.
' 

a 
simple Kilwyu who was oncE' a 
h0USI'hoy for an English plante·. 
Now he is a :VI au :\IJ:au ":1ose , �-deepes� j�.:v com;s ... when a wn1;c 'I I!f� �� !.' mace ncaut!.UJ . 1.e., �een .n � the final tormrn�ts of death. Th_e ' "� 'l'he feonaccL_ :m it:·pl<h·· 
plot 1s so firrn1y tled T,O C01nc1- I aiel�· ttgu re o.r ret rll1Ut1�)'(l, pro .. · 
dence as to rrull-�e it seen� sli��nt.ly 

I 
vides a hor:i�Je ending that 

, ridic.tlous. After a raid, ;':ebu blencis all the tr<Jgic el;om.::Jts ,lf 1 
drops off from his Mau l\1:au gam: 1 white, black and half-\:llad: fms- I 

· "' follow white 'tracks thrOUI':h trat10ns and hatred. 
the bush. When he cat;:hes up to I "What author Reid has rJone is : 
the white man, he finds his old I to give his story �he qu<.li7.y ur l 

'boss. and aftpr he has killed him, near myth to rnake 1.he hc::-:-or I 1 he d
.
iscove:s the white n1ar11S: son, i understand}Jble. ��o :r.{';cent l'VJV(·!l j 

'a crippled boy of ten. Th" boy is I about tl'Je lil<>.U Mau has 'ucce;;d-
1 neither white TIOj' black. He is, ir: ed �s doe� The Leopard in rnal<-· 1· 

fact, 1\"ebu's son by the \Vhite ing cleaL� how the bl::ick man ra ... t 
rnan's \vlfe. \vho had seduced her 1 tio·�1alises h:.s n-ru:..�cJ.e�·ous bent. 1 
houseboy years before and wz.s 1 What is even more re.11aricabJ,, is I herself killed by her husband I author Reic:i'.; ability to Geate a 
when he saw the child's colo1.r. feel�ng for the }Bncl it��eu, to , 

"'\Vounded, Nebu tries to �et to 1 b1t"nci a Iy:dcal. near.-poet;� port
a \vhite tov.:n to deliver the boy ' rait cf a prirn!tive rrtiud \Vit� his , 
l.O bi!=! friends. In his uncomplicat- I brutal subj�ct 1natte::. lYr1- : 
e·d Kikliyu mind . he knows :hat 1 ashamedly cor,trived. hio book is' 
he flas \l 'ronged his white 1naster 1 quite simply a ln·ief ilr!aglr.at.ive 

1 and want.> to atone by returning • tl"iumph. � Tr:-1z 
--,--------- · ... ______ , _____ , ___ . 
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