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MICHAEL f WJLEY 
' 

PHD1L MINISTl::R OF JAMAICA " I� 7 r , 3"V 

I 

Michael tbnnan Manley, was first apfOinted Prime Minister of 

Janaica on March 2, 1:172, follCMin:J the success of the Fbople 1 s 

Na.tional Party in the Gcreral Elections held U..o days earlier on 

February 29. The P.N.P. won 37 seats and the Janaica lil.OOur Party 

16, in the 5J seat lbuse of Fepresentatives. 

l� was ru-uppointed on 020?.rrber 20, 1976 after his party was 

oveDNhclmingly returred to poNcr with 47 of the Parliam..:nt 1S 60 seats. 

Mr. t-'tlnluy was born on Wccmi.Jcr 10, 1924. Hi.s w.rly years were 

sp:.:mt at the family hrn)2 "Dr:unblair" in St. 1\n .. ln..-w. 

llis f.::ttit�, t:l1c law Itt. �112 .. :: No . ..�n:.-u1 H:ml�...?y, who di�d .in 

1969, is on.; of Jc.Jik:u..�u 1 s five Natiorkl.l ll.;rtA..:!:>. H.� was thL! founci..;r 

of t.h..: r�opk 1 s N ... -:1 tionul Pcu-ty (19 39) .J..nd w.J.s Olicf M:i nister of Januica 

f1um 1�55 to 1959, und PrDmiur front 1959 to 1962. 

1ln . ..: Pri.ITC Minister's a1.rly n..:rollLCtion.::; iln..! of tt fath�...?r woo, <ts 

.J. l:larristur, hili..! bLear£ the pre-emi.ncmt figure in :L...;gal circles; 

and of a ll'Otlit....!r, t-lrs. ulna Ivtmlc�y, woo had nn� ,l.n intcrmtionc1l � 

for hL!rself as ,1 sculptor of disturbin.J ori<Jimlity. t·lr • .M::mlcy 

was ..1lso .J. distirquishe<l patron of the Arts. 

"I think my e.uliest rerollection," lw said r�ntly, "is of pluy

±n:r all sorts of g�s -- su:::h as cricket and football at Drurl>lair. 

I also hav� u vivid early n..;collection of my nother in her studio 

doing her carvir"B with � chips flying; and you kl10N, to a gro.ving 

kid, the d1ips w...;re IIDI:t; in�restin;J than t})J carvin:J! L:lt.cr on, of 

rours(;;, the carvin:J bcc.JITh� rroru interesting than the chips ! " 

In 19 JS ·- at the ago.J of elewn - h� cnb.Jred Januica Colk'<]� (his 

father 1S old scl)J.Jl.) Unli�l! his father wh:J lnd c:xo.;lkd at sd "()()l 

as a track athktL!, l»..:! con:::entratc;u on swim11.i.t�, and as captain, led 
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in two .::mnLBl Inter-Scholastic S.Vimning 

I-u left Jam.:1ica Col.WgL: ln 1942, an:::1 in ·Scpt:�nber of the fol

lcwi.I'¥J year, h12 n;gistcrc'<..l .-tt M:Gill University in Camda. 'IWo 

�s later, h:JM3wr, hi;; joired the lbyal C<lnadi.:m Air Farou as 

.:1 volLmt!Xr. 

1� L:f� this Foro2 ln 1945 as a Pilot Offi02r an:::1 ruturn..:d to 

JLII11illc,t wh�m he workl.!d for Ptjblic <:pinion, a weekly rcwspapcr, 

Z"lS s uL- ... xli tor for six nonths . 

In Sc!prurbcr of thi:lt year, !lc d...�icbd to resure his University 

'-'lh..cation, ill1Ll ch::J&..! thL! l.Drrlon Sclnol of Ec.."'lU'nics an:::1 Political 

1-i:.! rec»iwd an 110rours Cl!grec (il.Sc.) in Ecoronics in 1949, 

.1.rd did fUSt-·grudu1t...: work them for a y.:.:x.tr. During that yCi:lr, 

he did .::1 study on "Contarporcrry Puli tical 02v..;lq:nk.:.nts in til� C::lr .ib-
Lean ,  II 

Mr. t1:mmy n.1".oin..!u in lnn.lon for or:othcr yl..!<lr as a frU-.!-).ancc 

juurn..:1list with the Hri tish llr<.Xldcastirq CoqX>ration. Fbr t:.lJ.2 

lillC he did boc.K ruvi'-'ws and was a nUTU:x.::!r of th�;.; parel of bro1dc.1swrs 

in tl� w�ly "cari.bbe.:m ti::!ws. I• l\rron<.J his brcBda..lSts wns a series of 

sp...:cially pr��d £li:ogr�ll\2S on "canparative Post·-W\lr Econ:mic �velop·· 

ITL:.nt in the Qir ibbcan . " 

In 1951, he aco;pted an offer to return to Jannica as n.ssociat12 

cclitur of Publ:i.c �)inion. 'lh . ..! H:uugin] Editor of this n...�spapcr 

w.::1.s th12 late Mr. 0. T. Fairclm.gh a found:ltion rrerii:x�r uf the I�'opl12 's 

Na tioml l'.:lr ty. 

His <-t:{XJinbrent at PdJli.c Opinion b....'gan in Jamury, 1952. In 

t!hlt s.:1f!D y..nr, h...: plunJ<-!d intJ the p::>liticul �na by adc:lrL:ssing 

group lTU.!tings of thtJ ��. N. P. 
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In ll[xil uf tl�.c.1t yL:ar 1 f\l.so, hL! sturt.ed a pulitic<:1l colurrn in tiiJ 

illwspu!_X!r titLd •· Hout of tJ1<.j r-utwr. • 

I� WLlS �L.:ct::....:!d tu the Uatiorul ExL;cutivu Cou.lCil of tl� P.N.P. 

in �pterrbl.!r, 1�52. 

'lhL: L�atiunul \-\Urkcrs Union, which wu.s founwd in 1\pril of the 

SClffi..! yu:rr .. also bt..:<Jt"'..n uskinc; him to .::ldcir<�ss wurk�rs' (_Jruups. Uy 

� fulllM'ing y,;,l.r, IlL! 11,-Kl L�Jllil tu h<mt..llc tmion r.t...!gotiations. 

As h�....: u<.CCL'Ull..! incr<:!nsingly in'X.Ilwd ir1 Unic;n ,l.cti vi tiL�S 1 he 

m:Klc an arronycrrent with the Public Opinion munagauc..:nL whi.ch 

allcw8d him to l..lll.d2rt.illw }:Xlrt-·tirre trad0 tmio11 arrl politicaL wo.._;.-. 

'lhis arrui1CJt!IT'I:.!.nt cuntimJC::d for SCJI'T12 rrunth� w1til he was o£h.c�f�c!, 

and acrepteJ, the post of Sugar Su):)2rviso r wi tl'l tJ 1e N. W. U. in l>LKJI h c. 1 

1953. 

I1r. timlL:y 's involvc..�.ml.!nt in t11c 'l'r<K!c Un.i.nn nnw;ment w.�s 

l.x-:�sed on a t.L"'-'r.>ly l11.�ld beliuf that "it is inclisrx.!Illiclbll.! !D tl1e lJ.Co-· 

gruss of thl.! •.vurkin<J clLlssus ,:mt..l tJ1.:1t thl...! L •ruyctJss of U1l..! wu� '(j 

clcJ.!:;SCS is indisp::m.subll.! to th2 progress ot tl1c.c rotiun." 

liS !.Jugtl.r ;;u�rvisor of ·th� N.\-'J.U. Hr. �'linl,�y sr�t Ql)l)�·1: fa:n�_li;,�-·

ising him.sl.!lf with tl1Q work0rs' conditions .in tlu..: irlClll� Lry whicn 

w0r� d:..:plorul:..>ltJ and \Jur�� characteri:?J.�d by lew wages 1 n::!ulicjiblc 

fring� bc.:T'L!fi ts 1 and poor workcr--mll1t:1gcm�nt n!lLltL.m:::;. In his L"Mn 

words, tl1c: industry \vas "literally cry.inq out fur t.ol¥]11 si:l�Jl�-

rni.ncl.;d, L.!fficicllt, rrofL!SSiontl.l d.!putatiun. II 

lli.s first oojor tr.iurph as a 'l'r.:Kl; Unionist cun.L! in 19�)11 vJI1l.:n 

the N. \v. U . wcis.i. w l y vJon pulls Ll t ca.ym_1Ik"'l.� and Bybroclk. F...st:rr:c ·. · · 

tlil.! t.Brish o£ St. Catheirre anJ at the l\Cw Y.:r-:nout11 Estate in �outl1,.::.:..-.. "\ 

Clc-:�re!"ldoll. 
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'Ihis victory trigge:rcd u surg12 of sup[X)rt for the N. \·J. u.. urrl .. 
within twc ymr�, · th::: union had ....:stablishcd itSL:lf as the only rrajor 

union in t:.he Iru.lustry J ,1.purt 
·
fran the JJ. I. T. U. 

In 1955, fv'..r. £1:mlcy wus nprXlint..!d Island S�rvioor und 

0L:ct...:�d First vicu· · Pr2sident of tliL� N. W. U. 
' 

Und..!r i1is lcad..:rship, tlL! N.\,'.U. continwd to ITB.k.c significant 

gains for su.J�r wurx .xs, but it was i.n 196 2 that Mr. �tmlcy <1chiL.!vt.!d 

<..111e of lus rffljor triumphs in 'lrad:; Unionism durirxJ the Golchnburg 

Ccmnissio!l of .l:..n:.iuiry into th8 Su:jor Industry. 

Druwing on �ilrs of investiguti ve work, he pro\!Qd to the c(]'(U'l'lj_ssion 

tJut ln tl-�t fiw ymr3 prior to 1950, � industry had rrncb four 

million dulLJ.rs (Jama.imn) unrcpxt:ed prufits. l\.s a result he won a 

recvrd settlem.mt uf bMJ and a half million dollars (J.::uraican) for 

� workcrs. 

'lhis scttlcrrL;nt is still mc:JMci;d a.s the dcfinitiv�,.} cxarnple of 

'l'r.:1cb Union prueu1t:1tion in J.::m'K'licu .:1.nd tJ'll2 p-:1f.::crs ussociotc:d with 

it haw bc'en ph"lc:ed in t11c nrch.i.ves uf the Univcrsity of th�..: \�st 

lrilii::!S. 

� uf tl'l;J highlights of t:is early associ.cl.tion with t:.hc N.1tional 

\brk�..:rs' Union� was tht'! Alcan stri.b.) in 1953. (Alc..1n ·· thL.! Alun.iniun 

ClJnt,xJ.ny of Ctlfl.c'1cb - is om of thl� Dauxi te mining ccmpani.es q:eruting 

in JiJ.IlUicLl.) 

'lhe N.H.U. i15SL.:rWd thL; ti1cn ri.:!VOlutionary Vi(�ll th:'tt W'-1CJCS in 

th�..: Buuxi tL! Industry should r:�flcct the <illil.i ty of tl·,e; CGn-p<lniL.!s 

t:u pay. 'Ihe Union tl�refore <l�"lrd:::d (.::lnd won ::tfter a decisive 

strike) u 300 � increa50 in tJ1e indus try's wacJes . Previously, l:x.1.uxi t:e . 
wagDs w�..:X...; tied bJ tl1ose paid in Meus such as lV]riculturc and Cowm-

rrc.nt.. 
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The J\lcan stirkc. had two JTpcrtant cffocts on Tra� Unionism , 

in Jum:llca. First, its innovcr..i. yo cuntract n.:.-gotiatiuns s2t .::1 lJltE 

print for th2 industry, und 30C off a grcwth raw in the N,\·J.U. whid1 
CXJU<-<ll�..;d th._; 1� J8-· -1-l gr. J..Jth ra::.e of it;, rival union t the Dust.al:rrul. � 

Industrial True�..! Union. 

It is significant that Mr . .t'rmloy consid.Jrs the issu:;s surround·· 

in} a protract.c-'1.1 J7···day strik� at the publicly own:;d Jamaica l:!roa.J ... 

casting CU.rporatiun to 1::>2 of soch ircq_')()rtarx::e that he regards tlris 

a.s on:.: of W highlights of lLs union care2r. 'lhc strik� n.:!volvud 

urounl an afP<Kcntly sinple cc.sc of ilisrai:_;sca: of b.;o •:·rrployces. 

In f.::lct, l'lr:". n.anl2y regards tl.is strik� as the bnttlliground on whid1 

a nurc tmJf(Jurrl iss
·
LL was ,::lt stake�� th<'lt is, whether an �'Tploy\�.r 

had the ubsolub2 right to t...;r:.inate .'1 particular cuntrtlct uf 

-..fnplr..,yro..mt "nut becmlSu a won.cr W'£ �ficiL!nt mt because tho jcb 

i ts12lf hao o..;ased to uxis t, bl.t fr r ru rcn.3on o th....:r th •. ln tllu 

.:rrbitr.:u:Y d.;sire of t!l�.J �mplc;cr to get rid of the particular 

worker." 

Uur'.:.ng this strik�, Mr. Aml(�Y org.:miscd a nlli'ber of 

d.::H.�nstrr.tiun::;. Umosing lx.!'ir; hours, tti.cha.:.:l Man�y and the 

v.urkl..!rs :m..:n an:i womn) tO}�t1er with sui_)porb...;rs, lay in the 

stn..�ts .!t m:1jor cross roods ll11:1 blc.cktd traffic fur mil�s crround. 

'.fhuy w�_;n; only r�rovc>d by m:.ss n.rrusts cmd by tl'\� \..lS0 of tear 

1Ji1S. 'llw. dem:mstrati•..Jn urou-,(_;d Th."ltiun-wicl:! interest in th� 

issues SIXrouriling the strik0 and sut=port far the case of the 

....urkt2rs � fr<.111 u.ll strat..�. of the society. 

I� pl.l')lic L!nguiry into ':he: strike and its cause, vindicated the 

workers and · r. 1\!:mlcy and �he tU·J. U. won nation--wick:: ncclai.m 

for th� cordt.et '"Jf t;·k strike. 

Durin] ti1e tl.-k!nty years as an active Trace Unionist, Mr. 

Manley in�uced highly sqrustimted contract regot.i.ations •.-.:hich 

improveci ';;he st.:.ilniJ.:lrd of Trude Union practires in :Jarruic.1. 

'· 
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His uchicwrrcnts in Tracb Union reprcsent<ltiun �n Jwr\".'l.ica, l.l!d tu his 

election c1.s President of the cci:-ib.bean B:1uxitc, Hinework...xs and t-btal 

\..t.d<ers Fecbratiun in 1964, an office which he held unti.l 1974. 

1\[Jp::)inted e1 nezth:;r of the Senate (i .c. th.; Uprer l.Dgislativc 

l.bcly) in 1962, Hr. M:mluy :rumaincd in that post until 1967, 

ilvoicli�Y:J eL ti·vc r.x;li.tics. lb hc1.s s� e.xpl.ai.Jud that this 

w.� a d..!l.ibcr,"lb::.: ottcnpt to avoid t:.he churc]c of trru:li� on his 

fathl:!r' s nc""UTL!. 

"'I'o tind Oll..) .' s CMn ic'l '11ti ty, invol vcs searching for on.J 1 s rM'n 

rc,.h.! in lifL!," he s.:1id. 

l1.�VL!r L!VL!l1ts b-..'ginninq in l9G7, propelled him into t:.l'1l..! actiw 

pnli tical urcnr1 anl llL! found h.inself "trttpp:;d by the forCE.!s of 

history," us h\_; hus subsexJu.:mtly �scr�d it. 

As a n..::sult u£ th .. � cix�ision uf t11L! G.Jverrm.mt (th..::n tho 

J,;m:'liC<l L..ll..x..>ur Pttrty) t.o incr:�u..s0 t11L nurb�r <�f cunsti tu.;ncies, 

prior tn tl� �rer�ll Electiuns r the bowxlari...;s uf tlli...! Ccntrill 

Kingston u.:mst.itu...:ncy - U..."'IJIT:!.Si...!ntud by a Viru Presiillnt of thl! 

P.N.P., t1r. �vills 0. Isw"1CS v>'l.XL! c.hangL!G. 'Ihi.s altered �ts 

L!Wctorttl ch.::�uct.;r ;md it ,Nas thd\�fore SU<Jgcst..:!d that Mr. Isaacs 

soek ru-ck�ctiun in another consti tu...:ncy. 

S:t-.rtly t.x.:-fore the Elections, Mr. M:"ll1l�y wus ;-1skcd to c<m�r:.niqn 

for e.l...;ction in t:h...! constituency vacat.Jd by t·1r. Isu.acs. IL! '1c�pted 

th .. � chall..::n<.JL! .1n.l v7r"'lli 1 .. d.ec+-.ed by t11c n.:rrra..; mrrgin of .) 3 wws. 'lwo 

yL:Lrrs btur, in 1�6�, whL!11 his f<1�r r;..;sigmd frun tl� h:C."l£."1ership 

u£ till:; l�op.12 1 s ll<\tion...�l Party, h .. :. was wkcted l..:)ack.:r of t11L! 

�JXX.>ition in l•urli,·::un.:mt. IL �d in this capacity until his 

llPlXJinbn..:nt ciS Prirrc fvli.nistcr in 1.072. 
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l\s Prine Minis tcr, llc tcx::k offi� caru-:U. tted to the idea thut 

signifiCilllt, \:!VGn controversiaJ_, chunqcs would have to be �"ili in 

Jilll'Uicu' !.J dcr.1estic und intrnn,.ltiOfkl.l policies if the mtion lvus to 
. 

b .. :xx..ne ITor-.� thm1 fornally indC{X!nclmt. 

i'.t hare, r._--w oonmpts of sclf-relinncx; would ha� to ix; encour

uged, a n:..>w ·· �stribution u£ �ulth and prqX!rty '.VOuld h.a� to be 

pursued by leg�slution if ti� society was to wit.r£ss a ru.:>.l trilllS

fOilmtion of hll!TtU1 rnliltionships ra�h.!r than il m ... rrc refornution of 

..;xis ting in....-quali tics . 

1\bro-J.d, rr�w allii.mO .... $ would have w � sought Uirong other 

'lhird v .. orld countrii....!S • . •  to carpkr.>;__:nt Ji1Imicz1's tr<1JitiorHl .�ttach

m:mts to Grcot Lrit:1in, C.lf'.ad.! .!rrl the United States . . ..  if th....! island 

was to r.:::.1lisc, fully, its ..;conCJttic and cultur.:1l potentiu.l. 

On No�nh�r 20, 197'}, in tl� ltJuse uf Repn.�s....:ntutivcs. Hich.l...;l 

M:m.L....!y st:<l.b�d ttl...! principles -:md iLl.�olO:JY [run which Jus I})V.�rnm.:mt 

would cuntinu� to s�rvc .md whid1 .:1"llipircu th; p:u:ty fn)ill wlLi.dl his 

rJo'A:!rrlrr¥ .. :n t Wcl...'-i sc h.!c tL'Cl. J'.i t:L!r bNo , md o hal ( yL:<u. s u£ clos..:;, in t�rrnl 

Jcbare, tllL: '}OVcl."TUTL!Tlt ,J.ncl th...: ��:rrt:1 v.'t�rc agn..:....:d thut J.:uruicu cuuld 

h.! <.l;vl�lq�d lx!st, in both hLman nnd mat.cri.ll wrms, only if i t_s 

h..---gis.L:rtors and their u.dviso..:.:rs occcp�d the phJ.loscphy of w.DCrutic 

Scciu li srn. 

Q:ntral to t.nis philosC>[Jhy W\S wl1.::tt N=m.k:; h.J.S d�iin.::d for 

h.i.IT"60lf as the: ":; inglc touchs t()J"C '' in the r�urn.li ly of ]X) li tics : th..; 

ootiun uf L�]U:Ili ty. 

'lhis ug.:lli t.:rri,J.n OJnCCi)t J:.;, rx.!ri ,i)p::;, tllL� nost stubborn cunstant 

in !ti.d1<1L!l H m�y 's lA;rc....:ptiun of th..: just society. It is. wrt:<-:tinly 

t11e fact..ur in ilis thinkiruJ, his fL--elinCJ and his policies to whidl 

�.::�ry �:ilhlcb of opin ion in his party :,UDscril.Jes uru.l which, l:Jy its 

nurt1l W\::i')ht, rorrrmnds the g,.)fleral rL:cognition t�ut th..: le:t1dorship of 

tllc party should � his. 

-------� 
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It is a stutbarn conviction thi.lt he.:: has carried and ar9Wd,. 

into Jarraic.:<'s nL.X,V foruign policy • • •  with a s�ss that fGW could 

q�tion, ill1d f�.:.�r would C::1n.! to <io;ny. 

!1L. Mun:L...y h;1s �xpressL!Ci � and agr.U.n hi3 �1ssionate belief 

that cu.ch fX.!LSOl1, like euch nation, is or soould b:::! truated as 

SOVC:rel.l.:Jn. ::.ul�rior t..-.tlent, SUj_�rior �r, are ncre assets to re 

u::;-.;d witJ: • :i:..;criJ.I.in.J·tion. 

'iltcy unLXJSC: oDligutions, not privilcqucl riyhts of passage fran· 

th�..- �...-r.:�uliJ to the graVI:..;. 

Sin� wconti.n�; l'dJtL :1i.nis�r, Hr. l·imley hi"l!:; been hoJ10ur�..-'Cl 

with � Ord.!r c:,f Lilxrat:Dr in Vcnczlll.!l.1, D\Jctor of Lc"1WS .1t l"bru·

how;..; College .in }\Llill1t.:.1 I .:md ua..� Orc.ler of dus._; [\l"U"ti ill Cub:\. (1975) 

Ili.s first l.J\xk,. 'l'hc Pnlit.Lcs •>f C:Kt���,. w.Js puulislicJ in 197J. 

In the pn!fa� of this book, Nr.. f'i.:mlcy c)q.:U..-\.!SS....;cl th�...: hop .. :: th.-1 t i \... 

'nl<.IY serve uS a p::nnt of wr,c-xlu.rc fur th ... .: r. :d.i:�tlC J.iJCLt::s.lUll of 

Jum:uca's tut.un..:; :tcr r:o::.:�.;iuil.ib.c::; . •  JrcJ!JlcJn�;, her stD.::rtC)tlts .1nd 

IM..!uk�sses, Illu_;t jJ.t�Jort.mt.ly .. th� ho�x;s sh.! mny cl.trc.:: to cnb..:rL1in :1ncl 

t:h...! id.:!uls to HJl.lC.t sllc Jilll.St u...: CcJrti!rU.tt..::d; the dr·._�.�il, th...! vi.s.i.•."ll1 by 

Wr..J.ch she must !T'.....!·ISUn� h�r shur"l.cunti..nqs. 1 

His second ixx.lk l\ VolCL! 1t t..h; �.nd-i) L Lc�_� walin<J with h.i.s 'l'r.-1� 

Union carBCr was published l..lt...· 1375. 
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