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A librarian, admenistralor, historian, bibliographer, and scholar, K.E. Ingram's conin-
bution o ibraranship and historical scholarship in Jamaica and the Canbbean &5
monumental. Bom in SL Ann on March 2, 1921, he was educated at Jamaica Col-
lege where he excelied academically. He joined the stalf of the institute of Jamaica
n 1341 and after 3 mere Sree years won 2 Briish Coundl Scholarship 10 the United
Kingdom o read for his Assodiateship of The Library Association (ALA) at the Man-
chester College of Technology, Department of Librarianship. The first Jamaican 1o
quaily 25 a lbmarian, he relumed io the Institute’s Wes! India Redenence Library in
1945 and remained thene unil 1950 when he oined the stalf of the hen University
Coliage of the West Indies.

His association with the University of the West indies Library spanned some 31
years, during which time he "devoted his energies unstiningly 1o the academic as
well as the adminisirative needs of the University Libranias®. In 1955 he was pro-
moted to Deputy Librarian, and in 1871 he became the Mona Campus Librarian and
University Librarian, Alfhough very occupied with administrative matters. he found
time 1o confribute to the development of the Library's collection of books and othar
jeaming resources. It was during his tenure that the Wesd Indies and Special Collec-
fions Section was crealsd, He also served on govemment commiliees and probes-
sional associabions.

Mr. ingram's sterfing contribution wass recognized in 1986 with the award of the Gold
Musgrave Medal of the Institute of Jamaica for “distinguished eminence” in the fieids
of ibrarianship and historical scholarship. and in 1889 with the award of Officer of
tha Order of Distincion (00), by the Govemment of Jamaica. in 2002 the Univorsity
of the Wes! indies bestowed on him the degree of Doclor of Letiers, honons causa

In 1981, after 10 years as Unsvorslly Librarian, My, Ingram refired. Being indetatigy-
bie, he accepled a one-year consultancy at the Univeesity of Gainesville in Florida,
and continued his research lor several years, publishing books, working at fine book
binding, and engaging in other scholarly activiies from which the University bene-
fited both directly and indirecty.

Mr. Ingram was a founding member of the Jamaica Library Association, now the
Library and Information Assoclation of Jamaica, and served as s first Secretary
from 1850 1o 1953 and as iis Presidant in 1956 and in 1972. He was aiso involved in
WMMMMhMWhﬂTEHWH
the Association of Carbbean Universities, Rmﬂi_m:l Institutional l.hl'hﬂl

Me. Ingram was an eminent libranan, but i was 25 a bibliographer that he distin-
guished himsalf Through his painstaking research in many Ebraries and archives,
chiefly in North America and i United Kingdom, hithero unknown or inaciessible
primany source malerials have come ko ight

Scholary, witty and urbane, K.E. Ingram was also a poef and his poems have ap-
peared in Public Opinion, Focus and ofher publications. It is et that had he contin-
wed writing and publishing postry he might have become one of the major poets of
the region, Had tis happenad, the fieids of Ebrarianship and historical scholarship
would have been the poorer indeed.

Adapled from Universiy of the Wes! indhes tribute — Ociober 2007
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Sheep

Gocl made 5}1=:cp in the carlﬂ morningi

In hi& hancfs !1:: c.aught tl'lc cfustcrs

OF the Hcccy clouds of clawnfng

And tied them in bunches

And fastened their feet and their noses
With wet brown c|35|.

And into theireyes he clroppcd

With recds from a nearby river

The fight of the dHing morning star
Anc] the |fgi1t of the dﬂing moon.

And then on that creation momning

W]’:Cn the sun had flooded the Frcalcs and F-|ain5
And the dew |aH thick on the rushes

Man saw shccp on the grazing grass

And heard the sadness of their bleating,

K. I Ingram
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