FAMAOICAY BISTORICAL REVIEW o

W. OSBURN, NATURALIST—HIS JOURNAL
& HIS LETTERS

By K. I INGRAM

In the first pumber of the Jamuaican Historieal Heview
Mr. I'. M. Sherlock gave an acconnt of an original ms.® jour-
nial of a visit to Jamaica in 18718, That artiele adequate-
ly deserilisd the coutent= of the journal mul it is not my in-
tention here 1o go over-the same ground excepl in =0 far as
it liclps 1o estabilish the anthorship of the jonenal, which las
Bitherto remuined spknown, 1 have been able to establish
conchisively, ax I hope fo show, that the anthor is W, Osburn,
a mnturalist who come to Jamaica in Decomber 1557 amd re
sidledd here nutil his death in the spring of 1560,

There i= in the West Idia Reference Library a volume
of extraets from “The Zoologisi: a popular monthily magazine
Al vatural history . .. Febenary 1859 1o April 1860, which
vontning some letters of W, Oshnrn to I 1L Gosse, on the
birds and bats of Jamaiea,"anil which were communicated to
that magazine hy Gosse, A comparison between these letters
and the journal shows that their anthor is the same person.

In his fiest letter dated “Mahogany Hall, Jamaiea, De-
cember 4, 1RGN, Oshurn wreites that his only reason for
addressing  Gosse, a perfeet stranger, was lis “delightinl
ook on the Ornithology of Jamaica, which has afforded me
so much instruetion and valuable information sinee my resi-
denee bere for the last twelve months™ Throughout the
Journal the author makes frequent references 1o Gosse and
i evidently quite familiar with his works, The leiter con-
tinues: My first vesidence was for three months at Gramd
Viale, in Westmoreland : afterwards at Camp Savaoi, near
Morgun'= Bridge: then at Savanuela-Mar: and finally here,
on the borderss of St Anne’s ool Trelawny, abont ten miles
inwards." These dates and places arve in close agreement with
the time-table of the anthor of the journal. who after a conple
weeks' stay in Suvannacla-Mar and a like period ar Camp
Savanna. is a puest at Grand Vale from Jannary 5, 1558, 10
Mareh 17, 185658 a0 period of twa and o half months; on Mareh
IS he returns to Camp Savanmn where he resides nntil he
goes 1o Savanvacte Mar on July 7, 1858 from then 1o Sep-
tember 15 -he is at Savanna-la-Mar: he leaves for Mahogany
Wall in mid Seprember and vemuing there until the end of
the year 1858,

. In the ‘li*si _l'l}”('tlturl of the West Indie Reference Library,
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