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Jamaica is one of & chain of ishinds, known as the West Indian archipelago, which
encircles the Caribbean Sea and which form the uppermost poinis of a submerged
mountain rmange linking MNorth and South Amenca. Jamaica’s carlicst indigenous
]x_l.'-]:.i;-_ the Tainos, became extinct dunng the period of Spanish colomal mule which

was izhered in by Columbis” “discovery’ of the island in 1494, Spanish hegemony
gAVE Way in 1655 to soime 300 years i British colonial rule which included nearly (wo
centuries of planiation stavery. The country finally gained independence from Britsin
m |92, Notwithstanding s relatively small area, Jamaica has made some nofablc
contributions in the intcrmational arcna. Perhaps best known are ils accomplishments
in the world of sport, popular music (regiesc) and i its development of distinclive
forms of dance-theatre and folk-music in concen. Throughout the island’s history, bul
particularly in the 20th century, Jamaicans have emigraed in substantial nombers in
scarch of employment and economic advancement. As o resull, 2 sizeable Jamaican
diaspora exists 'Ih:l'|l||t]hlllll the warld bul especially in Britzin, the United Siastes,
Canada, Costa Rica and Cuba

This sclect, annotated, multi-disciplinary bibliography, aimed principaily at English-
languapge readers, deals with every aspect of Jamalca’s history and culture (rom ils
prehistory. 100 the structural adjustment programmes. and  economic liberalization
paolicies of the 1990k, Itsceks o draw attontion 1o thise charctonstics, gualitics and
events which distinguish Jamaica as & country and account for its particular contri-
bution to world history, Fully revised and updated, this new edition contains some
1 180 annotaied entries covering books, articles and poriodicals, with an emphasis on
contlempaortary malerial, The volume provides a key reference source on Jamaica for
the general reader, the researcher, the tounst and the bosiness person alike.
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