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HONORARY DEGREE:

Sir Florizel receiving an
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws conferred on

@ him by the Nova Umiversity of Fort Lauderdale,
@lFlorida, and is congratulated by the Chancellor of
j the University, Dr. Alexander Scmirﬁ_ Lyt L)

-

says His Excellency the Most Hon. Sir Florizel
Glasspole, Governor Gemeral in a comversation
with Ivorall Davis _ :

& pointed Governor | of Jamai -'-?n:.]_i_-mg 27, L

‘-1973‘3 by the Government (]E;f' ‘f}ée Pgr:lplﬁ 18 &luﬂ:g:n:lf ATEG |

Paryy after its victory in the General Elections, of oy vy FRRI T

1972;5:::: tfhtsat?lggréovcmor Gect::ﬁl Glasspolc haii .. (s::uef Justice, Hon jn: =
ith graciousness, courage, impeccable integrity an e

g}lglﬂ;fagonsiswntly maintained in this high ofﬁce_.rhe bein

qualities which make Jamaicans proud. He has been 2 [§

hining example of their highest aspirations.




This- amcl: rccounts mmc'
- of the hi ts of his career
in office auﬂ#-%omc of ‘the
things w he has done

during his record-breaking 10
years as Gavemor General of

jammca, in the hope that Ja-
maicans will reflect and be
sarisfied ‘that he is the best
Governor General Jamaica has
had.

' The Governor General told the
‘GLEANER on Tuesday, that it
took him three “solid months”

the Prime Minister, the
Hon. Michael Manley, had of-
fered him the post to make a
decision. He wanted to be sure,
he said, that as a man who had
been in the “rough and tough” af
the political life of the o
could conduct myself in llnt‘r; a
way as would be consistent wlth_
‘the requirements of the office in

terms of impartiality and all those

things which would n i
have to be done to preserve the
status of the of Governor
General. Having decided that 1
could, 1 told him I would accept,
and the swearing-in, ceremony
was set for June 27, 1973. Sir
Herbert Duffus, the President of =
the Court of Appeal, adminis-
tered the Oath of (?eﬁica

There was a very crowd at
Kings House that evening, whu:h
showed its unanimous approval

neous applause when His 'Bx—

cellency, the Most Honourable Sir
Florizel Glasspole, ON., C.D., took
the Oath-of Office.

Bit his tongue

The Governor General then set-
tled down to the serious business of
bemgﬁmmor General, and his first
official duty was performed the fol-
lowing morning when he swore in
the Honourable Kenneth Smith as
Chief jusﬁce of Jamaica.

The Governor General, said on
Tuesday that for the first six months
ino it ulras telrmemed when he
Saw atl t mical activities “passin
under m nggc and he could nmthl.'g
say nor do‘an about them. The
G-G said he mﬁy bit his tounge,
because of those circumstances,

He then proceeded to be named
Patron of different uniformed youth
movements, cubs and organisations
like the Red Cross, the YMCA,
YWCA Kiwanis, Rotary United Na-
tions Association of Jamaica and
many others.

n the months ahead he nd-
© ed to requests to be guest - of
meral important . functions and

in different_parts of the
trgt()ne of the first important
b addrcsscdf tj.:«waj the at;‘nual
gmen meeting of the Jamaica
* cultural Sacler; at the George 1§er:
Centre, East ncen Street, Kingston,
on July 18, 1978
ing that same month he re-
ceived his first important overseas
visitor 'in the person of the Lord
Mayor of London,

When the Commonwealth Parlia-

o (Rews }_ Conterence

ﬂ:cnmm?? at (?hee:?m Hg;aton L
that )'Hh :

Srel o Joy the end of that

the oW 4
| m&mh tt;lfﬂ gtdmg':; uam.&.of

it was hgre that the: ﬁm

his moral leadership of

came into
‘Havin spokm about somenf' the

problms __' t_he Gover-

f (of rem m-o
on
tﬁteure Jmica) “8 J
le. We havc go: emmd

that mthouz hard work and discipline
QU COURLTY Cannot progress.

Respect for F_lag__

“All will have to deve

saf-relmnce in themselves, We must
‘:I II -.....I

Tﬁaﬁm/ llcs mens
‘Aay other must lead to disas-

Pnncess Anne and her husband
Phillips became the
G& first royal visitors wlgegn:hey'

spent four days in amaica
umber 12 to 15. By year's end the
GG and Her the Most
Hnnouuble Mrs, G e strode
into the torial | nsunas ac-
tivities like trouhadours, and all Ja-
maica was pleased.

In the followi r he had

e samewhnm!‘mmdm in of-

ﬁce and performed his many duties
with distinction and calm, whilst con-

ﬂ{ the nation to be

hnndworkmg and patriot-
advice to the alwa
urged them to reuh excellence
tm'r

il 26. 19?5- Her Maje
n r:fgbahcd 11, the Ouieeh of
amaica, arrived in Jamaica accompa-
‘!ndtlb Her Husband, His Ro
nghness the Duke of Edinburgh fo
visit. She had come to
Jamaica as Head of the Common-
wealth to attend the Commonwealth
Heads of Goyvernment meeting which
was being held in Kingston.

Not Knighted

During her stay Her Mq;my md
the Duke were thz
Governor Genml G le lnd l-ler
Excel!mcy Mrs. G

amaica expected thn wward the

of the visit Governor General
Glasspolc would be kmghud. That

was not to be, for the Prime Minister,

Hon. Michael Manley, hadto veh:s
consent and he ruled that
should not ac the GCVO (
Grand Cross of the Royal V:cwran
Order) which had been offered,

Many Jamaicans were disap-

pointed but GG Glasspole just conum

e i
‘his duties calmly .mt.

m:h t
1‘::u;h¢mmmcmd1 hnea_nd
violence 10 rear ugly

heads in the L ¢

. On November 14, 1975, in a
at the annual dinner of the
nm;dzn.&si-.iocn{:mzfjaml-
cgasus otel in Kingston,
::.eu < 1 Bomber™ of.theg:rly

rate, violence of ¢
indiscipline, racialism, inflation, fears
of one kind or another...Has Jamaica
escaped h her share? |

*The answer rings out Ioud and

has not. 1t is true that
e have never been
as they are today.
Equallf:b many have never been as
confused and gearful as now. W
. economic progress is being
shattered by the contradictions in
their behaviour patters...] am not a
scaremonger. | am not a et of
doom.. lﬁ:'ll I;aveg{rdea; aith ﬁ::my
conmry t 1 wou t in
these serious times mag;c would
expm me to make a ch com-
pmedofamassofwordsw:th no

It grpea my stomach to see the
constructive efforts of the past in one
form or another being thrown down

the drain destroying eur matiomal
unity or blurring our sights looking
into the future.
of us who know and un-
derstand the problems must not shirk
our responsibilities,
“We must raise our voices in one
huge chorous of advice and warnings
of our le who do not
'unders’mmd. We all want _a society
wherg_._cvemﬂlliy all will ish i
time as free man. Let us not
rget John Milton’s words —



can love treedom heartily but good
men; the rest love not freedom, but
licence.” - 5o,
“To yield to licence in building
our new society could see the begin-
ning of its destruction. :
ever let the future generations
of our country say that we contrib-
uted to licence or participated in its
consequences.”

‘Attacked’ by PNPYO

The following Monday (November
17) the PNP Youth Organisation was
on the ‘®arpath attacking the Gover-
nor General. It called on the Prime
Minister “to immediately cause the
demise of the tenure of the Governor
General.” The PNPYO said it re-

arded the statement by the GG “as
geing hostile to the Government and
a clear indication of the Governor
General’s alignment with the reactio-
nary forces as well as intrigue of
which the masses are totally aware.”

Unwittingly the PNPYO was cre-
ating the biggest moment in the

ublic life of GG Glasspole. Support

or his stand was widespread. People
in all walks of life from almost every
district in Jamaica flooded Kings
House with letters and telegrams.
They thanked him for speaking out
for them. They prayed God would
grant him long life and.strength to
continue to speak out. ,

Some messages came from sup-
porters of the PNP'who were dis-
tressed :fbout conditions in the
country. ek

“Your speech will serve to reas-
sure the many persons whose fears
arise from uncertainty of what the
future holds, not only for themselves,
-but even moreso for their children;
also fears bred of uncertainty, con-
cerning their personal safety from

hysicagl harm and their personal
?reedoms,” one letter said.

)

Courageous leagership

Anothér said: “Your speech was
outstanding, and said exactly the
things that need to be said at this
‘time. There are many people in Ja-
maica who will continue to respect
you for the courageous leadership
that you are giving.” §a.55

As the issue continued to be the
main theme in the Press, the Gover-
nor General continued ¢ n his coura-

eous journey of giving leadership to
the people of the country, with

Prime Minister Manley declaring that
he had the right to express himself as
he felt. .

But in August 1977 there was a
“war” between the Governor Gener-
al, the Prime Minister and the Cab-
inet over the appointment of the
Privy Council. The GG had consulted
with the Prime Minister about the

ersons he intended to appoint. The

M and the Cabinet sou Et to dictate
that he should appoint three personse
they wished appointed. The Gover-
nor General insisted on his right

under the Constitution of Jamaica
that he was “not obliged to exercise
that function in accordance with the
advice” of any person or authority
whom he might consult.

amaica was once more solidly
behind the Governor General.

In 1978 the GG received the Vén-
ezuelan Honour of Order of.the
Liberator and in December 1979 was
selected as the first awardee of the
first Gleaner Honour Award.

So well had Governor General

. Glasspole distinquished himself, and

so high was he held in the esteem of
all well-thinking Jamaicans, that
when the Jamaica Labour Party
%ained its landslide victory over the
NP in in 1980, Prime Minister
Edward Seaga asked the Governor
‘General to continue in office, and he
agreed. ; -

Finally Knighted

On April 18, 1981, Her Majesty
the Queen bestowed on the Gover-
nor General the Knight Grand Cross’
of the Most Distinguished Order of
St. Michael and St. George, and the
University of the West Indies fol-
lowed on January 9, 1982, by instal-
ling Sir Florizel as an Honorary
Doctor of Laws. Toward the end of
her wvisit to Jamaica this year, Her
Majesty the Queen further bestowed
the GCVO on Sir Florizel. '

Looking back over his 10 years as
Governor General last Tuesday, Sir
Fl%rizel in answer to a direct question
said:

“I think I have brought a new

- thrust and dynamism to the office of
Governor General. 1 have undoubt-
edly created a new image for the post
and I have engaged in more wide-
spread activities. For example T have
chaired the Wolmer’s 250th Commit-
tee for the purpose of the establish-.
ment of a John Wolmer Anniversary
Sixth Form building and it is to
become a reality on fuly 5, when we
have the ground-breaking ceremony.

“lI have engaged in many other
activities,  the fruits of which have
borne, and I have preserved the
dignity of the office at all times.

I am very, very [I)roud of my 10
ears in office. And I pray that I will
ge able to continue as I have done
for the remainder of the period that
I have to serve here.

“Throughout this time I have

+been overwhelmed by the support
and confidence of the people of Ja-
maica. Without their support I prob-
ably could not have achieved what I
have achieved, and I pray God that
.they will continue to give me that
support as they haye done over the
past ten years.” )

As the Governor General spoke
another diamond was being placed in
his crown, this time by Prime Min-
ister Edward Seaga, who in a message
of congratulations said: “The whole
country owes you a debt of gratitude
for the service you have given it over
the decade and looks forward to
many more years of your wise and

 dedicated presence as Head of State ”
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