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~ z HONORARY DEGREE: Sir Florizel receivinq an 

honorary degree of Doctor ot Laws conferred on 
---~ - -

him by the Nova Unavers1ty of Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. and is congratulated b the Chancellor of 

'"'' Hi$ E..Zlncy tiN Mort H, .. Slr ·Pionul 
GltiUjlolc, Gover.or GetuwtU ifl a. 

with lvorall Davis 



"!"--- ~ .... ,. ~ 
is· article recounts 5ome mentary (R.e~) eo_ nference ueca doing m. duties c:a1m1y ani_· 

, e. ., · ;• 0 · · c~r Hotel ()~july 23, that year, hi· was In the ,..U.e indi~ line and 
of th hi~- .: · f his ·::•. · opened at the Sheraton Xinpton without m:wUL 
Ill. off1ce ~ ;;some of rthe the ~ ~- . By th~ . ~ or t~t viqJence beau~~.· to rear ::Ceir ugly 
things w~~ he has done . same mo'r_ltll .he pv.; bas stamp 9f beads in tbelan~. · . 

during s..:~'7$ d. b k' O ~ ,..jll&liofding of ~e "M'us . On November 14, 1975, m a 
. ~cor - rea mg 1 .}iiJWci '8ili\iitf'Contest" wbtch was ~h at the annual. ~nner of th~ 

ye-aN as -Governor General of beiDR ~·at and discouraged ~ Master Buil~ Assocsau?Jl of Jamat-

J · · · · h h ha J cenalri ililari.en. · · ca. at the P~sus Hotel m Kmgston; 
arruuca, JD t e ope t t a- On llovember 28 . h first the ·~ Bomber• of the early 

maicans will reflect and be ~ of hi:~· "Gen~ '1940s. b~ off. H~ said: "T~~ 
satisfied ·that he is the bes_t the Key of me· City of~- .·· ·was_ the w¥Je wide wor~ ts pia~ ~t 

. eaenied to him ~ the ~tOn confus10n, chaos. mcreased cnme 
Govem'Gr General jama1ca has c;d St . .Ancfrew' ~ at a 

11 
~~· ~o~ of~ SC?rt or. another, 

had. ceremony at the Waid Theatre, and tndisc:tpU~, raaal11111, mflatton, f~rs 
.' The- Governor Geneml tOld the .it. was here that· th~ tint pointers of 1 of one ki.nc! or anotber ... Has Janwc:a 

GL. 'E' ... '""'ER · T sda th · h11 m~ral leadershtp of the · country 11 esca~ b~ shan;? , 
a:.AJ.~ on .~e . Y• at 1! came tn~o focus. · '· "!he- ·answer nngs 0\lt loud and 

took hnn three sohd months HaVJDsen about some of the J. = -
after the Prime Minister, the problems · the nation, Gover- w -
Hon. Michael Manley, had of· nor General ; ~e ended his ad- clear. No she has net. It is true that 

our .Jamaican people have never been 
as alive aDd alert as they are today. 
~lly .ae many have never been as 
com~,and gearful" as now. 

ferfd him the post to make a dress with ~ statements: "The 
d . . future (of jaawca) rests strenglv on 
t:CISl~n. He wanted to be sure, the shoUlders and ID the ~or our 

he sa1d, tha~ as a man who ,bad ~le. We have got tO understand 
been in the ."rough and tough" of that without hard work and discipline 
the political life of the country "J our country cannot ~ess. 
could conduct myself . in sue~ ': . Respect for Flag 
way as would be consistent wtth 

'the requirements of the office. in ;; . "A~ wt11 .have to develop grate~" 
terms of impartiality and all':th0$e· ' self-reliance m them&elves. we mua 
things which would . necesSarily ::f~ I::Ii our~ 
have to be done to preserve the of theiT radllqm. 
status of the post of Governor •w ' ~ 1neli o( 
General. Having decided that I ~-:must.~ ... ~ .. ~~ aU ., 

ld 1 ld h .. u1 our ....,.., ·aor our .c:oun-
cou , to ~ I ~o d accept, !J:Y,. r fOr o.q· . . arid ou_r 
and the sweanng-m. ceremony N •- nthem, • ·ror our fanu-
was set for Ju~e 27; 197S. Sir ·r ~andot;rCod. . . · 
Herbert Duffus, the President of · ·- L~~.c.,f· dlust~~ confidence m the 
h Co f A I dmin. naure o ~ UJW~try. 

t e urt o ppea J .a ts- "Tbati'Way·lies success. 
tered the· Oath of Office. • Any otlier must 1~ to diaas-

There was a very lar~ crowd at ter;• 
Kings House that evenmg, which Princess Anne and her husband 
showed its unanimous approval bY, i!s Captain Mark Phillips became the 
spontaneous applause when His 'Ex- GG's first royal visitors when they 
ciillency, the Most Honourable Sir ~t four days in Jamaica from De­
F1orizel Glasspole, O.N., C.D.,. toolr. ceinber 12 to 15. ly year's end the 
the Oath·of OtTJCe. GG and Her ExceDency the Most 

B•t h" t Honourab~ Mrs. Glas&Oole strode 
I IS ongue into the gubernatorial Christmas ac-

The Governor General then set• tivi~ies lilte troubadoun, and all Ja-
tled down to the serious business of maJCa was pleased .. 
bei~ -Governor Genefal, and his flf'St In the foil~ year ~~ had 
official duty was per(ormed the fol- become somewhat ~ned m ~f-
lowing morning when he swore in ~ ~-per:fcmned htS man! duties 
the Honourable Kenneth Smith as watb dis~tnCtJo~ and calm, ~halst con-
ch. f r-· - f · stantly tm_ploring the nauon to be 

te ju?1ce o jama1ca. !fiscip!ined. ~working and patriot· 
The Governor General, said on tc . . His adVICe to the youth 'llway& 

Tuesday that (or the first six months !lrge:d them to ~h fOr excellence 
in offJCe :he was tormented when he tn whatewT they-did. 
saw all tWf politic-al activities "passing On April 26 1975 Her Majes(! 
under my n06e• ~nd he could neither Queen Efaabeth II, the Queen of 
say nor. do 'an~hing a~t t.hem. The jamaica, anived in Jamaica accompa-
c.:G saad he lite~lly bit has tounge, nied by Her Husband, .His Royal 
because .of ihose Circumstances. Highness the Duke of Edinburgh for 

He then. proceede<! to be named a live-day visit. She had come to 
Patron of d1fl'erent umformed youth jamaica as Head of the Common· 
~oyements. clubs and organisations wealth to attend the Commonwealth 
hke the ,Red. Cross, the . YMCA, Heads of Government meeting which 
~WCA, Kaw~n!s, R~. Umted Na- was beingbeld in Kingston. 
uons ASSOCllltJon of Jamaica and 
many otherS. · Not· Knighted 

In thtt months ahead be respond-
ed to ~uests to be ~est speaker of Durin& her stay Her' Majesty and 
several important . functions and the Duke were the oflicial ~ of 
meetings in different pans. of the Governor General GIUapole and Her 
country. One. of the first important ExceUengo Mrs. G~fe. • 
body be addressed was the annual Jamaica ex~ed that toward the 
P!leral meeting of the Jamaica ASJ:i· encf of the v1sit Governor General 
cultural Society at the George Lisle Glasspole would be knighted. That 
Centre, East Queen Street, Kingston, was not to be, for the Prime Minister, 
on july 18, 1978. · Hon. Michael Manlc;y, had to give his 

During that same month he n- consent and he ruled that the GG 
ceived his first important overseas should not accept the GCVO (Knight 
visitor iii the person of the Lord Grand C"?U o£ the R~ Vtctonan 
Mayor of London. Order) wh1ch had been offered. 

t4any Jamaicans were disap-
-..:.:..::--=:::.=. -· _ poi!J~ ~ GG <!.~le just con tin-

"OUF; economic p~ is being 
~battered by the• contradictions in 
their behaVJout' patters .. .! am not a 
scaremons«:!· I am not a prophet c)f 
doom ... I still have ~t faitli in my 
country,-. but· I would hope that in 
th~ serious times· no one would 
~ ~ to make a ~h com­
prised of a mass of words with no 
~-

"It gripes mr stomach to see the 
con.suucuve efforts of the past .in one 
form or another being thrown down 

the drain ~llf eur •riOMI 
unity or blurring our sigh~& looking 
into the futlire. 

"Those of u& who know and un­
derstand the eroblems must not shirlt 
our responsibilities. . 

"We must raise our voices in one 

huge cbOI'OUI of ..tvice and waminp 
eo f.bose of our ~le who do not 
'undentand: We all want a society 
w~ .. eventuldly all wiU flourish in 
ROOd. time as free man. Let us. not 
Forget j9hn MiltC?n's words - 'None 



can love freedom heartily out good 
men; the rest love not freedom, but 
licence.' 

"To yield to licence in building 
our new society could see the begin· 
ning of its destruction. · 

"Never let the future generations 
of our country say that we contrib­
uted to licence or participated in its 
consequences.·: 

'Attacked' by PNPYO 
· The following Monday (November 

17) the PNP Youth Organisation was 
on the •arpath attacking the Gover­
nor General. It called on the Prime 
Minister "to immediately cause the 
demise of the tenure of the Governor 
General." The PNPYO said it re· 
garded the statement by the GG "as 
being hostile to the Government and 
a clear indication of the Governor 
General's alignment with the reactio· 
nary forces as well as intrigue of 
which the masses are totally aware." 

Unwittingly the PNPYO was cre­
ating the biggest moment in the 
public life of GG Glasspole. Support 
for his stand was widespread. People 
in all walks of life from almost every 
district in Jamaica flooded Kings 
House with letters and telegrams. 
They thanked him for speaking out 
for them. They ,erayed God would 
grant him long hfe and &trength to 
continue to speak out. 

Some messages came from sup· 
porters of the PNP who were dis· 
tr.essed ~bout conditions in the 
country. 

"Your ·speech will serve to reas­
sure the many persons whose fears 
arise from uncertainty of what the 
future holds, not only for themselves, 
but even moreso for their children; 
also fears bred of uncertainty, con­
cerning their personal safety from 
physical harm and their personal 
freedoms," one letter· said. 

Cou,rageous leadership 
Anoth~r said: "Your speech was 

outstanding, and said exactly the 
things that need to be said at this 

· time. There are many people in Ja· 
maica who will continue to respect 
you for the courageous leadership 
that you are giving." 

As the issue continued to &e the 
main theme in the Press, the Cover· 
nor General continued qn his coura­
geous journey of giving leadership to 
fhe people of the country, with 

Prime Minister Manley declaring that 
he had the right to express himself as 
he felt. 

But in August 1977 there was a 
"war" between the Governor Gener­
al, the Prime Minister and the Cab­
inet over the appointment of the 
Privy Council. The GG had consulted 
with the Prime Minister about the 
persons he intended to appoint. The 
PM and the Cabinet sought to dictate 
that he should appoint tbree persons• 
they wished aJ?pointed. The Gover­
nor General msisted on his right 

0~ 

under the Constitution of Jamaica 
that he was "not obliged to exercise 
that function in accordance with the 
advice" of any person or authority 
whom he might consult. 

Jamaica was once more solidlv 
benind the Governor General. ' 

In 1978 the GG received the Ven· 
ezuelan Honour of Order of, the 
Liberator and in December 1979 was 
selected as the first awardee of the 
first Gleaner Honour Award. 

So well had Governor General 
Glasspole distinquished himself, and 
so high was he held in the esteem of 
all well-thinking Jamaicans, that 
when the Jamaica Labour Party 
gained its landslide victory over the 
PNP in in 1980, Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga asked the Governor 
General to continue in office, and he 
agreed. 

Finally Knighted 
On April 18, 1981, Her Majesty 

the Queen bestowed on the Gover· 
nor General the Knight Grand Cross 
of the Most Distinguished Order of 
St. Michael and St. George, and the 
University of the West Indies fol­
lowed on January 9, 1982, by instal­
ling Sir 1<Iorizel as an Honorarr 
Doctor of Laws. Toward the end of 
her visit to Jamaica this year, Her 
Majesty the Queen further bestowed 
the GCVO on Sir Florizel. 

Looking back over his I 0 years as 
Governor General last Tuesday, Sir 
Florizel in answer to a direct question 
said: 

"I think I have brought a new 
thrust and dynamism to tne office of 
Governor General. I have undoubt­
edly created a new image for the post 
and I have engaged in more wide­
spread activities. For example r have 
chaired the Wolmer's 250tn Commit· 
tee for the purpose of the establish- . 
ment of a John Wolmer Anniversary 
Sixth Form building and it is to 
become a reality on july 5, when we 
have the ground-breaking ceremony. 

"I have engaged in many other 
activities, the fruits of which have 
borne, and I have preserved the 
dignity of the office at all times . 

I am very, very proud of my I 0 
years in office. And I pray that I will 
be able to continue as I have done 
for the remainder of the period that 
I have to serve here. 

"Throughou~ this time I have 
been overwhelmed by the support 
and confidence of the people of Ja· 
maica. Without their support I prob­
ably could not have acnieved what I 
have achieved, and I pray God that 
they will continue to give me that 
support as they have done over the 
past ten years." 

As the Governor General spoke 
another diamond was being placed in 
his crown, this time by P'rime Min­
ister Edward Seaga, who in a message 
of congratulations said: "The whole 
country owes you a debt of gratitude 
for the service you have given it over 
the decade and looks forward to 
many more years of your wise and 
dedicated presence as Head of State " 

_,.. .. ~·\. 
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