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Sir Florizel at work...practising what he preaches.

By Winsome Smith

()}, WEDNESDAY, junc

27, 1973, on the lawns of
ings House, witnessed by
housands of Jamaicans from
Il walks of life, a popular, but
iet man took the Oath of
Allegiance to the Queen for a
very distingwshed office.
——Ihs man had already conrmbured over
36 years ofaweek 1o the pages of Jamaica’s
trade wwmon and polwical histones. That
very das., he realised, e had wo give up the
rough and rough’ of polines and vould no
longer be part of 1he political arena,

The man: Fimacd’s third Governor General,
s Excellency, tive Mast Hon. Sir Flonzel
Uilisspole — Okeder of the Naton: Commander
of the (rder ot the Dstincnon; G.OVO
ot ML 5 DED T on

Sie Flaszdt was the fest eapiomt of the
Gleaner Hovour Award w0 1979, He was
| Knghred by Her Magesty Queen Elvzaberh |,

Queen of Jamaca, i July, 1981 ina private

weremony at Buckingham Palade. He has e
vewed nuimerons ovher awirds, borh local and

iRt rmaricnitd
Childhood

Wi Plorizel was bomy oh Seprember 25, 1909
1w, the late Rev. Thenphikous Glasspole and
Plorvpee fner) Baster. e owas the fo_l.il“th ol
five children: three of them gll‘ls. Two sisters
w2 beother are now dead. Mis:brother, Dy

Classpales his sister. Niss Halsie Glisspole and -

b e a0 close tamily circle,

Sir Flogizel eemeambers his childhood s«
veey josous bur st upbringing. Disephine was
rphe, and he belicves the disciphne of these
tormanve vears wostronghs embedded in him:

He amended © eomal Branéh Sehool and oue
ol Jammca’s most oosganding boys” schools;
Warltniers Bovs' 1922 263 ¥

Sir Flonzel grew-up jjust like: the average
chibde plivimg cecker, toorhall #nd taking pim
m tfck and held arhlencs.

One vear, be pamipated nabe Uinder 16

#5-. ol the track and held  arhleros
waptonship

Rewalling his days ar Weliner's (Sir Florzel
i Chugeman of the school’s 25uh Aoniversaty
Committes) he sayve: 1 emoyed mininc
Wolmer's, s 1 Speay come ot the Best nmes
there!

e wamed w0 become a h;_ur%:’:’,_ i
Higriced oo doubi by two people for Whom he

had grear pessonal admanon = Narman
5_\u:a_‘f migpomgMatiley Sod JN.C who

The GG'’s tenure of office:

13 years of
work...and

were the “top men” in the legal profession
then,

In those days one had 1o go 1o England 10
ey 1o become o lawyer. His parents could
not. attord 10 send um 1o London to study
law, so he studied accounts tor which he could
be rrained loeally. He staned accounting les
sons with the Scarnsh School of Adcountancy
His hiest job was ar Shoucair’s in Parr Roval as
A unior acvountant

- . - -
Trade unionism, politics
bor the mein tweive vears, he pracosed
accountancy (1932 440, the protession bevamy
the solid background for his made union and
potimeal careess,
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GG RAPS WITH VISITOR : Governor General, Sir Florizel Glasspole

hard
fun

14, 1944, the PNP called the caucus rogerher
where b was nominated for the East Kingstop
and Port Royal scay; the welliknown Wills
Issacs for the Cenreal Kingston seat and Ken
Hill for Western Kingston,

There were only 32 sears i the House of
Representatves. Elections took place and “the
angels i heaven scemed ta have kissed™ Siv
Florizel, as he became not anly one of the five
PNP members in the House, hat the only one
(NP membertan the corporat Area 1o win his
seat

“1 almost ¢ned when | hoard thar NR
Manley had lost his sear, Manley was an
eecentric man, but | undersivod hun guite
well,” saud Sip Flovized. |

stares o light

moment with Mr. Peter Bangerter, the Swiss Consal General,
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