T was obvious that His
Excellency was in a mis-
chievous mood. To ovur
question about their first
meeting (directed to both
himself and Her Excellency)
he said with a laugh;, “She
saw me and fell in love with
me!”

We were sitting in the cool, el-
egant King's House living room
and the welcoming warmth of Ja-
maica's First Couple was mirrored
in their smiles.

“Oh, you better let me tell the
true story," said Lady Glasspole.
“There | was sitting on the frain to
A’m?oﬂo Bay reading my book qui-
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young men. § di% thina to
attract my attention, going from
seat to window, window to seat
during the entire trip. | ignored
them and continved reading. -

"When the train got to Annotto Bay
| disembarked and walked towards my
sister's waiting car. She and her co-
‘worker from the post office had come
fo meet me. Imagine my surprise when
the same two noisy young men started
walking towards the same car.

"They turned out to be -Fluritel Glass:
pole and Eric Coverley, who were in Annot-
to Bay to perform at a fund-raising
concert at the Methodist Church. My
sister’'s co-worker was Florizel's sister.

“They took charge of the car and
‘hitched on’' for the entire weekend”,
recalled Her Excellency.

took charge of the car and then
srh“‘!bok chorge of me!" quipped His
Excellency. o

- HIS wasn't exactly so. It was
‘Eoster and voung Josephine
left to spend time with an
aunt in Falmouth. “During
this time"®, recalled her Excel-

lency, “he gave my mother no peof.e.

he was at the house every day."
“Oh," boasted Sir Florizel, "Her
mother loved me at first sight.”
“My mother was sure he was a

fellow," said Lady Glasspole. “She did

encourage me a bit in the relut

ship.” -
Friendship blossomed into love g

three vears later on Saturday, July
1934, Florizel Augustus Glasspole fi
Ina Josephine Kinlocke to be his
wedded. wife ot the Coke Methodist
Church in East Parade,

They recall it wtis a beautiful ﬁﬂv
and voung Josephine went to Movis
Dinrow's hairdressing parlour down-
town in order to have a facial and get
her hair done. But voung Florizel put
his foot down. “He didn't want me to
have anything fancy done to my face
or hair,” said Lady Glasspale. "He said
| looked fine the way | was. 5o | just
got Mavis to comb up my hair and
then went home to get dressed.”

Home was at Belmont Road near
Bournemouth and this was where the
reception was held. "Then we went
straight down the road to a cottage |
rented for us,” said Sir Florizel. )

“I1t was a nice little home," agreed

-Lady Glasspole, "but vou wouldn't

guess what happened two weeks affer
the wedding. A thief broke in and stole
several things including my handbag
which contained all the wedding pic-
fures and all the negatives. We dd
have a single picture of our wedding!’
she said ruefully,

ITTLE® did voung Joseutﬁa
realise that her husband would
soon become wvery active in
Jamaica's budding trade union
moverhent. In 1938, Florize
Glasspole, on occouyntant in . gy
_goods establishment,
tary, of fhe Jamui;;a
- Association. “It wos umtcuu
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a young woman, she enjoved fashion designing:
“| used to observe the trends, then design from
them. | didn't follow every fashion because not
nll of them suited me. | think it's important to
what is flattering, not necessarily what is

linfashion.”

~ Her favourite designer? “I|
Frances Keane's work," she said, “because her
clothes feature a good deal of embroidery, My
favourite fabrics ore georgette, silk and uncru-

tend fto

shable linen."

And her favourite food?

Chlnese — | do enioy Chinese food”, she said.

"‘We learned that Sir Florizel's favourite food
g none other than the National Dish — ackee
saltfish “especially with fried dumplings,”
confessed. Asked about other “favourites”,
Sir Florizel said he loved the singing and danc-
ing of Fred Astaire ond Ginger Rogers. He is a
<een odmirer of the lote Bob Marley —“when
he started out; | wasn't very keen but his Iuter
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music made a tremendous impression on me,”

soid Sir Florizel. He is also fond of
Jamaicaon singers Myrna Hague and
A L Brown. “1 like him too,” said Lady
Glasspole. “He is such_a nice voung
man."

“My favourite columnist is Carl Sto-
ne," state Sir Florizel. "He has a pen-
etrating mind and he doesn't seek to

«.hide the fruth nor cover up facts.”

“Asked which was the trip overseas
he enjoyed most, Sir Florizel said —
“Probably when | went to England for
the first time in 1946 on a scholarship

 (British T.U.C.) to Oxford. We spent o

ryear,

fgreat going.”
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SKED about the person or
persons who had the greatest
. impact on his life, Sir Florizel
cited his late headmasters at
Central Branch and Wolmers

““the late Fred Myers and Reginald Myrie Mur

ray, and Norman W. Manley. “What im-
pressed me was the quality of NW's
mind, his commitment to the things he

_believed in, the brilliance of his advoca-

“ to's greatest problem,

ty. his honesty, integrity and unflinch-
ing service to Jamaica ond her people.
He helped to create in me this same
pattérn of service to Jamaica.”

_What about sporfs? It turned out
that he ahs many favourites —cricket,
track athietics, football, fennis and
boxing.

The conversation turned to more
serious matters when we asked Sir.
Florizel what he fhoyght was Jamai-
"The economic

r.“,'.

It was a hard winter but it was -

problem,” he asserfed. “We must have
faith and determination and we need o

special message to carry us along that

road of faith and encouragement. The
way is strewn with a lot of difficulties.
We will need united efforts. | don't
think if is possible for the two parties
to unite but, subject to the restoration
of the two parties in the House, there
are a number of oreas where there
could be consultation.”

An indication of the economic prob-
lems is the tremendous number of
“begging” letters which go to Kings
House. "] wish | could help them all but
it is well nigh impossible;" says the
Governor  General. He also receives
some unusual requests. One recently
came from a lady in the country (o
Jamaican) who begged to be deported
because she was annoyed as she had
been having problems with the police
and her three sons and no longer
wished to remain in Jamaica! Many
letters acknowledged the Governor
Genreal as a father figure, calling him
"Papa Glasspole" or some such endear-
ing name.

Sir Florizel replies to every letter he
receives and he prepares all his
speeches with only a few exceptions.

IR Florizel, a veteran politician,
wen! through “six months of
mental torture" when he first
became Governor General in
1973 because he realised that he
covld no longer take part in the politi-

‘col debotes around him, “From the day

iterviewed by Jean Lowrie=€hin
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“ He said I looked fine the way I was” - |
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| became Governor General, | ended
my political bias,” he stated. “When |
see something which is not in the bes!
interest of the country, | speak ouf,
even if some politics is involved. |
have iried to maintain an even keel.”

Sir Florizel is af present writing his
mempoirs, spanning nearly half a cen-
tury of trade union and political histo-
ry. This, he will “put into someone’s
expert hands” to render into what we
are sure will be o most remarkoble,
account of the contribution made by
an exceptional son of Jamaica to his
country. | can assure you of one
thing," said Sir Florizel, “11 will béthe
truth. Lady Glasspole notided her
conviction —“That it will be,” she

asserfed.
-v.i.

Looking at these two gentlefolk,
Iimmaculately turned oul, charming
and gracious in the elegant surround-
ings of Kings Hous, it was hard tfo
believe that their way was paved riof
with luxurious legacies but with years
of “making do® on small solorluy
confronting the establishment in trade-
union activities and campaigning ‘in
the hard pioneer years.of Jaomaica's
two-party system. :

The studlous young lady and the rambunc-
fious young man had come 2 long way slan
that train ride to Annotto Bay.



	bn_glasspole_fa_0045
	Binder1.pdf
	bn_glasspole_fa_0051


