
'When Me Was A Boy' 
INSTITUTE of Jamaica 
Publications' latest title will 
take readers back to the 
Kingston of fiftY years and 
more ago, seen from o 
young boy's point of view. 
That young boY was Charles 
Hvott. Who went every­
Where, from Hope Gardens 
to Bournemouth Bath, 
watched evervthlng, asked 
questions, had adventures, 
and registered It all In his 
remarkable memory. 

Listeners to Hyatt's popu­
lar radio series, 'When Me 
Was A Boy•, will remember 
how vividlY he brought the 
Kingston of those days al­
Ive. Now over seventy of 
thOse programmes hOVe 
been gathered Into the book 
'When Me Wr..• A Boy' so 

that those memories will 
survive In a more lasting 
form. 

Extraordinary talent 

Charles HYatt has on ex­
traordinary talent for re­
constrvctlng the past. 
School, friends, home and 
family all become real to us 
together with other charac­
ters and the life of the 
streets. He describes all 
kinds of outstanding occa­
sions and the loys - and 
sorrows - of Christmas. 

'When Me Was A Boy' Is 
one of those rare books 
which makes the reader 
Iough out loud - at Charles' 

town boy visit to the coun­
try, his encounter with a so­
called dentist, his attempts 
at being styliSh. And there 
ore more thoughtful mo­
ments, portlcularty When he 
writes about his mother and 
his two grandmothers who 
gave him a oreot sense of 
his past and Where he was 
coming from. 

This collection takes the 
reader bock to the Kingston 
of the 1930s and 1940s. Ev­
erything Is seen through the 
schoolboy's eyes: the 
streets of Klnoston with al­
most more mule carts than 
cars and tramcars Instead 
of buses; the busy life of 

those streets, hlggters call­
Ing their wares, gangs of 
workmen singing their dig­
ging songs, street entertain­
ers, ogalnst a background of 
school life and home. 

All teachers flogged 

From his point of view, 
all teachers flogged, the 
black heart man would get 
you If you were trouble­
some, the tastiest food was 
what you shOred with your 
school friends, sitting out­
side the boker's shop, home 
and family were a solid part 
of your life, Whichever 
hOuse you were In, and 
Christmas was the high 

point of the year - and hod 
Its dramatic moments. 

After reading Hyatt's 
book, It Is possible to see 
traces of the old Kingston 
around us, 1 ust as It Is possi­
ble to see the tramllnes of 
the old tramcar days surfac­
Ing here and there through 
the asphalt. 

'When Me Was A Boy' Is 
the first In o new series, 
Heritage Books, being Intro­
duced bv the I nstltute of 
Jamaica Publications Lim­
Ited. It was launched yester­
day, December 18 and will 
be on the market In time for 
Christmas giving. 

- Contributed 
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