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was nol synonymous Wit oS, @ b
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his fair share fo start story goes
Charlie left Jamalca in 1941, to fake up his
British Council drama shholarship at the
Theatre Royal in Windsor. He went by way of
Mew Y 'k and thereby hangs another.... J

Knowing that woukd be waiting for him in Frglad,
mﬁ-: Hdﬂﬂ:nhh.lﬁ ml:-_h:h o~ l‘h-mt'ﬁh
W
mlr-!ﬂ-mmﬂmﬁm slarn’, mwh
Harlen, 10 2e0 Count Ranko. Billad a5 with the band wa:
a iy Iady, bovdering on plump, in ' green salin drecs
It wran hot’ firsd really hig anon on the poo scene and phe
WA VY Dervou [ Appolbo erewd warrnaod 06 ber

shylings sk began O ghow. She was beililasl ™

Aiter the show, in o bar near (o the Uealre (harlie was in
1mmr-r:jh.h the srger's falher, "o man dripping e
L [T m:hm%mndtlumrhﬂnmmpnm t
plo smd cudf links, " ks

"he's gonmm go far,” Charlie said 1o the father.
“Think soT™

~Yeah "

“Winddd you ke o plece of ber?™

*How mach® ™ ;-

"N mmdred dollary or more.

The Lalher wis mliing Charlic (e pul ki vy where by
meinath we. Charlie wis comvinced the singer woold make it
bt Buresdred dolfars b thoar daye was big bread. 50 while b
kepd Wiy faith  Charlie, Tike & good talker cosed himaed! oul of
Lie eninelary comimHiment. The mon who'd offered him o plece
of hix daughter had bosn introduced as *‘Rev. Franklyn''

Thioe years-Liler when Arctha hat the cheris
ol ways. A thek & woulds mad. To Oyt | gkt ber
canesd pvin a quarter of ope per ceal of Areilm Frapilye
providing ber falher wasn't jive Lalking me, you know what |
Bvenn T

{rher good things happened, There was meeling Hedd Fory,
sering Mipsr Fomsel] and, goirg 1o Birdland (e L unit
seal & all e Mevers oulside of Xew York. | They tage the
down woene two yearn later), There be heard Quiscy ¥
orchestrs fealdring “u alip of 4 girl A ey remlong

| eiha Tistos. And sher blew my mimd. = =0 s

Bkl e

Ti wis fo have beee Meltia's Lt ubifle’ Apigesraned for misky
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seary 1o come. The next lime Chartle hoard her was af o School

of Music concer! sl yoar when Melba 100k up her (rombone 5

Bgain, o0 the brink & a new Ing career.

Crarfle landed al Meathrow Airpori, Erglasd with Listing
mamories of Neow York and plosty eontas is bl kard. The DG
i Britlsh Couneil) courlér Be expecled wom pol walling al
Heathrre, bid ol Vieloria Sation, twenly miles amd five
nhllllnﬁ:'ﬂy. by coach, MNev he boarded the coach,
When tmfﬂrfmiﬂcﬂ L, Charlie, the oniv Rlack oo
Lhe cowch, held wp by nlisely confll, U5 The condocior wend
m.m:ulﬂmlhr_ﬂﬂh take coins, bl That i

had 5 dofiar nole be'd chrd bim beo sbllings change

SN hakding up his hand and i Bis finest primitive ullerance,
Chinrlie sald, “Noh.* The cond repealod himself and
Tharlie conmlered wilh by ":r"a-Trl rosnowyllable. A couple
mere reprals dnd shem finding oo yidoniory istergreter :mu:g

pasuengers, the ooducte:r cae (harlic a ticky! and gol
e b, As he onjoyld e rod bo Victoria be nodor Sededn
Pt leor G SOt Bt You it have b6 con your way out of
sttualions fn the new land

)} J

Al Vichoria stathon the Britist Council courler was waill

"'I‘h“anl-mﬂulhwgn Thel precision | was
bere by the Council hat the wingdd be waiting. Me sch
Fight wwh de bos stop, al de door weh e 1§ come off, oo the spot
wan de man with the B.C badgepon him arm. And the X
I nankd, Doy, am I ghad 10 soe you_* [n a goid thing the or
oo’ Lraved on the bus @r be would hear thal | spokic English,™

ftia firsd smead in K wad @ disaster. Veal Ham Pie
Salsd bie'd oodered | botsosr the title tnade I pdain encigh,
“Bet b prvee aste mdAlin 50 bod from o biva The salsd was
e Fresh vegetabdes Buf the bam ple part. Spicelvas. Wos
Fhaan Wogpdtsd food. Lesson pumborfwo: Vieal Ham Pie was ool
my. palinl '

Chariie ot up ol & plsce calbod lovermed Termace wivere &z
i belintr wign frowm the wat dan o (he balhrocen door pead

o vt U fve e of wodor inibe bath™, It dhdn | lnolhey
bam. Thl lirst day e found Frgsd tos cold for bathing, On
Iretructioms (rom his firbend ot Midgley, Charlie sel off for
Windsor next day, Om arriving ere, Y'mg fump inng Lo with
e faeeliness Conl ma live mﬂhfn conily Bie firid st Do dnely' T
wak Io bhard wilh wan enly quarler mile oway, Lesson manbsr
G 1 360 dom T knend wbere you poing you will pay doar 1o
kearn, by tavd™
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uncomforiable, cold nights Charlie ** in the attic of The
Round Tower Oppasile Windsor Castle. AR he whele by ar
Mrs. Tansley afrived and hh “bed and breakfasi™
wilh her was fine. “The hrmum you gel a
mornin’, dawy eal me, coulda feed a army. Bul at first me an’ it
couldn’! tek tea. Little by little the old hd_\r fin' out wha! me eat -
e s s S
e | Lo the little:
gol il suited him to have a big breakfast, to make sure he was
mﬂﬂl for the lea breaks (al 10 a.m. and at 4 p.m.) at the
thealre.

“\’a‘;ﬂ mh'u:“hhm;wlﬁ round and tek in ‘lhi;a ts, and eal
peanuls . Windsor was everylthing england T
mmuﬂl:];ﬂ dﬂ}ddlmliuiue I'd always rurnadm ":,: vnﬁl And

very an pean is for
hmhlnrﬁ:nmlju.nutlu::‘hm I was immediately
accepled at the thealre. That's one thing I've liked with theatre.
The security il always provides."
{Thal made life in England much less traumatic than it would
have been for (he ordinary migrant .}

hile Charle was al Windsor they did a musical version of
Jane Eyre. The Queen would be coming lo see il and all of
Windsor was refurbished for the occasion, Then came the night.
Charlie wasn'l in the tion but, **Yours lruly mek sure seh
him very visible in him invisibility. A stand 'ﬁ.ﬂlh‘ where the
Royal entourage had to pass’ Then aller performance,
which | wasn'l into, the entire thealre personnel lined uly tc
meel the (jueen in the wings.

. *Tony Armsirong Jones and Princess Margarel mm
them group. Thnhiqlhtﬂmﬂmnhmﬂ

was how he seemed 1o be imitating Prince Phillip's nlhtudr
with the hands behind the back. 1 don't know why, but the man
made a bee line for me. Maybe because | was the only Black
and him wanled Lo pul me al ease. Now, before he and Margaret
were married there was a famous story aboul a romance
hetween him and a Trinidadian named Jackie Chang. So when
he came up to me and said, “And where are you from?” Your:
truly Irying o show that T was at ease said, ‘Not Trinidad. Jis
reaclion was dead silence and immediately 10 move ‘woy from”
me: | was 80 embarrassed.”

After un enjoyable and profilable ira
Charlie decided, al the end of his course, Lo stay Englmdant
aceepl the chlllmgm of the new nuely 1le went" lo Londor
where the action was and where, al.one time, he lived with Karl
Binger. Dr, Spence in Floralee and Len in (ld Story Time:
Vernon Estiek, a degree lecturer in Canada: George Townsend,
manager of lhe Monlego Bay Club. ““The whele a wi, big man.
pile up inm one bed inna one basement in London. Lawd have
mercy”.  Bul the rough spols weren't 100 many for Charlie
whose lalenl kept him in work in his chosen field, When that
wasn'l availuble he did other jobs. “The only thing I swore 1
wouldn'l do way wash dishes. And 1 didnt™,

London hrduggl him elose up (o the culture shock suffered by
blacks and whiles alike as he saw il The formerly loleralec
immigrants of the great Filties Trek began Lo sellle and carve
oul their own life styles in Britain, Formerly the colonials
staved in back or conformed as besi they could. Once when
Charlie had 10 meet a boal irain from the Wesl Indies he
realised whal it mus! mean for rural people, laden with their
cooking pols and fowl coops and tropical dress, 10 be suddenly
thrust upon a cold, highly civilized melropolis like London,
which acmmmndntcd some twelve million each dﬁf

By, I.H.’t begm toorguﬂu

: 'orherl lhrlnn ﬁmr 1o ennh nthu 1&*



duslirial to work. sel up Lheir partner system,
"tmwummmimm.mga 4

him go with a grip full of lo buy a house for The
British couldn't undersand it. figured it would have been
belter tobank and borrow with o bank where the transaction
was much more secure, But we understood that when you go to

~ “Wilh added confidence the people became more visi
Post Uffice, lransporlation, medical services were
black vote was now valuable. A Black man Dr. Fill,
safe Socialist mlandmilinrihnmm ﬂm'l‘ltl:t
thing was happening. Bul while on one
memrged lo be acﬁe};!d the British on the other hand pract
the sublleties of racism. You knew il was there bacause of
sirain the British went (o lo accommodale the people and
that they weren'l racist. Sometimes you found that
ﬁa:m“.am 1o make them embarrass themselves trying

(o prove their L

?}?v course I?:r}n! were counlless ways in which the im-
r:mnuu talised on the situation. Like the time the Wesl
1 told the traffic cop tha! he'd run mrmﬁ the red light
because he'd seen the white driver go through the green and he
thought red was for blacks". ) :

Then there's the joke Charlie used when he did occasional
cabaret for his . **Whenever I cross the walk on the

rian crossing | always walk between two whites. The
mmigrants had a 1ol of culiure conflicts among themselves.
tme of Charlie’s personal was the lime a Nigerian
wOman a child 1o give him and his wife. They were
shoeked, frightencd and refused 1o take the child. They hadn'l
known then that for whatever reason giving o child away was
a able to Africans. :

tiulside of the cullure scene oo wide lo explore, Charlie
enjoyed the Good Life within the safety of the performing arts
sOCiely.

Hlis friend Hobin Midgley got him a nine-month stint, a
slarring role with one of BBC radio’s longest running serials Dr.
ale’s Diary_ In it Charlie acled as Dr. Smilhson, Dr. Dale’s
assistant. fle was [looded with fan mail from admiring
listeners. Bul lhere was other mail from people who were
against a black man getling into a romance with & while girl,
Sue. who was boarding at the Dales. Soon Dr. Smithson was
made Lo recapitulate 16 an old love back in the West Indies and
to go back home and marry her, -

However the stint pushed up his pu;;:lnrily. He did a lot of
work for the BEC mhemsmgervice,mw;::d in I!L;petr;]u?
theatre playing anything everylhing, because fexibility
was his aim, hacnus’: he believes an actor should keep in shape
and that no par! is 100 small,

His first TV stint was the narralor in A Book With Chaplers.
He didn'l actually appear bul he got a kick oul of seeing his
name in (he credits on BBC TV. Another big evenl was ap-
pearing with Sammy Davis in Jan Carew’s play The Day Of The

13
33

g
2 Eﬁ'i%%n

Fox. Itmeanl a friendship with one of his {avourite Black shl; !

".\who was then at his zenith. Charlie was then very popular
*Hrilish radio and theatre, {asting honey and wanling more. And

he feels he more than gol his share.

In 1962 was inviled home 10 do Here Comes Charlie
live, in nmﬂhw For The Needy Show,
He was and humbled, he says, by the V.LP
treatment he got from co-sponsors — JBC, BOAC and John

Crook Limiled.

*“The appearance was a lolal trus! thing, with Adrian Robinsor
who'd inviled me back. 1 was unrehearsed and I had exactly
five minutes. 1 asked not to be announced. I wanted lo see

=

people remembered me. 1 did my thing and when |
the punch line at five minutes on M.MM‘W"&
1 was home."

Charlie was personally asked by Sammy Davis who'd also
been invited to appear for Independence, to MC his show,. The
LTM asked him 1o appear in a special presentation of the
Pantomime, Carib Gald, and a two-week visil stretched to three
months, Il wasn't any hassle then, as Charlie was by now a star
in British theatre complete with an agent, who saw to il he was
employed, and eligible for releases from produclions without
any slrain, His first TV play was Reiurn To Look Behind in
Evon Jones' series Jezebel XUK — a kind of Love Boat series.

His first colour TV a was as a flamboyant coun-
cillor in Obi Egbuna’s The Wind Of Change. He did some 100 TV
plays, the greales! of which, for him, was playing opposite
Athaol in Fugard's Bloodkgl — a ninety minule two
hander, which was so popular, it was nelworked in the 11.5. on
NET.

The first of his five films was High Wind In Jamaica,
Anthony Quinn and James Coburn — an tha! didn't make
anything but an award for phol y in an Ilalian festival,
However seeing ' Inlroducing rles Hyall' on a Twentieth
Cenlury Fox credil run was enough of a kick for Charlic.

Charlie’s work over the fourleen years or so in England took
him all over Europe and England, exercised his lalents to the
fullest and most enjoyable extent and as far as his greal love,
radio, was concerned and TV, he was al the zenith in Category
“A”, commanding starring lees for all appearances.

lowever his best act lo dale, e says. of all the thines he's
done, elassics and conlemporary w alike, is the role of 'a
tlen in Trevor Rhone's Oid Story Time.

“There's nothing like Old Story Time. It will go dowri in the
annals of theatre as ope of the best. I have greal plans for thal
play™.

Another thing he's extremely proud of is the now very popular
Fortunes of Floralee which he produces and directs for JBC
Itadio (ine.

Charlic came home from England in 1973. *1 realised my
children were growing up as aliens lo their own couniry. Thal
wasn’l right. there was Lhe conflict with the IRA. 1 could
nol justify dying in a_pub, say, blown up by the Irish who were
fighting {he Brilish. 1 didn't fil into the picture.”

On coming home he expected and met changes in post
Independence Jamaica and he gave himsell ample lime lo
become acclimatised to “the runnings" especially in the media
he likes best,

Today "“Sweel Plates' Charlie (the originator of Kool Kat and
the voice behind it and many other commercials) is om
of the bes! and busies! in the business. He leels that at this stage
of his life he is in a position lo pass on valuable know lo
those coming up even while he continues o work and hopefully,
continues 10 live in the manner he thinks befitling. Lo him
“I'm willing o teach, whenever asked”. Here comes Charlie
“ateh him while you can. AR M e St
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