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Charles Hyatl died yesterday in
Florida. USA after sullering brielly
from liver cancer. He was 75 vears old.

Bat even as the nation mowrned his
paksimg, Hyatt's colleagues in the
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his: work on stage and film, his keen
sense of professionalism and his

humanity,

“Charles was for me the best acting

talent: I ever saw In Jamaica,” 'said
playwright Louls Marriott, while

colleague actor and broadeaster Fae
Ellihgton | lauded Hyatt for having
impereable Uming, a necessary skill for
f BaY chmedian or actor.

"1 celebrale his life, 1 celebrate his
| leontribution,” Ellington told  the
| Observer.

11 15he sald that for 12 years she and
Hyatt emeceed the Reggas Soca Awards
in Floride and bher most outstanding
mitmoties of Hyall surrounded thelr

FHYATT... deseribed as & great actor plontting and co-ordinating of outfits

UTSTANDING Jamaican sctor,
comedian  and  broadeastor

when the date of the show neared

Ellington said, too, that Hyalt has made an
invaluable contribution to local thestre and
tavght many yvoung actors necessary skills.
Hyatt's and his co-star Leonie Forbes
performance In Trevor Rhone's Old Sitory
Time, Ellington said, were instructive.

“They demonstrated whal carving out a
character and going for detail wis." she said

Forbes, who said she first saw Hyatt perform
when she was 19 vears old, told the Observer
that while she recognised his contribution and
the possible void left by his death, she would
simply miss her friend

“He was -my daughter’s god [mther, he was
my good, good, good frend, Right now, I can
only reglster him as ml friend,” she said.

She recalled that during Old Story Time's
run, Hyatt, as & testament to his intense
preparation, would arrive at the theatre before
all the other actors and she, soon after him

“And when other members of the cast came,
they would greet Miss Aggy  (Forbes'
character) and Pa Ben (Hyatl's chamacter),
not Leonie and Charley,” she sald

In & career that spanned elose to halfa-

Turn to HYATT on Page 3
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century, Hyatt, who would Mave been 76 on FebFuary 14,
performed in 17 national pantomimes, numerous films, stage
productions and a series of radio dramas to become one of
Jamaica's most revered actors.

He received the m Musgrave medal and the Order of
Distinetion for his bution to theatre, as well as several
Actor Boy awards for best actor. Hyatt also compiled storles of
his boyhood in a book entitled When me was a Boy and released
four recorded albums of his work, the last being The Perils of

Charley in 2003. N, .

His ﬂgln eredits g{nclu{le A thhtﬁnd'm :gxumafca;lla g!!'.lliﬁhm he
played: c-ngaide ollywood ames Coburn ny
%:!Ln.n., gbin Willlams and Peter G"’I‘Dﬂie

Mighty Quinn, with Denzel Washington: Cool Runnings; The
Bushbaby; and Milk and Honey.

Hyatt spent 14 years in England where he performed on stage
and landed roles in Crown Court, Blood Knot and Six Biles of
the Cherry on British television, beﬂureremm!ngg]pﬂe in 1974,
e e

t'sce ty at
heﬂmagje a tion from st.age to flm, tele n
and radio.

“Charles Hyatt was a natural humis;,?' said Dunn. “He
evoked laughter and reflection in equdl measure. Whether on
stage, in print, on screen or on radio, M%@daﬂctm
window into Jamaican life in the days that hel If described
as ‘When me was A Boy, ..

Among Hyatt's radio dramas wasﬂm Gomei Charley, a five-
gﬂnute gﬂn{:ia ;f!ih Bmadm.!rinn& hgmmm :&Ezial in. which

VALL D e S0 many

Marriott mmﬂmber%t he onece sound effects for Here
Conies t?:ari’e;;. 'But when Hyatt would read the credits,

eve g was by C tt', which had a nice ring, until he
gaﬁ aunnuum:ihg fTects.
e day he said, '“!bu up mi ting man’, and from then

on d effects were by es Hyatt,” Marriott said.

'Des'.‘cﬂ Hyatt a5 A tremendous and generous human
being, Marriot said that when he first met Hyatt In the yard they
both grew up in at Maxfield Avenue In Kingston, the actor was
known as ‘Bully’ HyatL.

Hyatt played the ledd role in two stagings of Marriott's
;Badmm'd, and played [fhe lesser role of antagonist Sam
Burke in:the third g Marriott explained that during
r-hig third ‘staging, he ledrnt that the real Sam Burke was

tt's grand uncle,

"Here he was. playing this role, which was anti-his gmn:!

e, ancsiatfgbod}* knew. He was totally believable all the way,
oLt

. rbes, who remembered that she and Hyatt left Jamaiea for
England at the same time, said that the years they spent there
held her most treasured memories of him. She was in a new
eountry and pregnaht. but Hyatt made it bearable for her She
reminisced how he would drive miles to get the Jamajean ice
cream she liked, because “him neva want mi daughter mark fi
ice cream”™ or how he would pick her up *when di tummy getting
large and cumbersome”.

“He was loads of fun,” said Forbes. “We had wonderful times
on stage, but nothing quite like the personal things.”

Forbes said to the best of her knowledge, Hyatt's body would
return to Jamaica for burial.

Forbes, Marriott and Ellington saicl they wanted Hyatt to be
: bered not only as u ecomedian, but as a great actor

had a word for Hyati: “Charles, as usual,
ynrurtlmmlsper:ecz-w t better time to go than New Year's
Day. Walk good, Charley,

Hyatt is survived b_v his widow, Marjorie Hyatt, and

ﬂw: children. #7°¥ #
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