¢ LEONIE FORBES

Total commitment

HE grew up in the
eart of the city, She

has been described as
the best acting talent
Jamaica has produced.
Leonie Forbes might not
agree with that
description of herself,
but Jamaican theatre's
popular leading lady will
tell you that whatever
she has achieved has
been the result of much
sacrifice, hard work,
time, ene-gy and
discipline.

“¥ou have to be totally
committed to whatever it is
you're doing...There have
been times when | was not
able to sit in the grandstand
with my children to enjoy @
function becouse | was on
the fieid covering it...| even
missed one of my daughiers’
gradyation once (thank
‘Goodness she doesn't hold it
againsst me.) "

OPPORTUNITIES: Leonie
Forbes admits that at various

times in her lite opportunities
presented themselves ond she

inspired her were the late Rita

Ccore, UWI's Rodio Education
Unit Director, Alma Mock Yen,
mﬂt Dick Pixley and Easton

She has just about done it all

- marrioge and children, the

stope. a rewarding coreer in
rodio and television. a stint for
the big screen, the Bronze
Musgrave Medal (1973}, Officer
of the Order of Distinction
(0.D. - 1980) ond a host of other
accomplishments. Yet, Leonie
says she still doesn't take it all
too seriousiy:

“You see, you could fode
overnight.” says the woman
who refuses to lay claim 1o
hoving attoined superstar
status.

mmmwuw.
the harder you have to work. |

mmmmmwm _

your mind.. wMthir it'srpdln.
televisoon, the stage...vour life
is not yours, You have to fight
for a littie privocy ond a little
understonding. But if vou're

“S0, much of the time |
would spend wurrvlnn about
mundane things, is spent
instead in the creative process
of thinking about o new way o
do the next show./progromme
or even more creative ways to
present the some things.

“It’'s hard work for the mos!
part, but it’s fun ond
rewarding. | enloy it."

Leonie currently co-hosts a
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