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CARIBBEAN LOSS 
Sudden death has removed cme of the Carihbean 's most imaginame 

.l"ld effec!l c leaJer-; in the Rr. Hon. ].M.G. (Torn) dams. Pnmc 
, 1inistu ot Barbados. 

· 

l ht· redoubtab le Je,1der of rhe Barbados Labour Party which was 

founded by his father, (,rantlc�. Mr. Adams was to all :ippearances m 

rhe b,·sr of hcalrh . But · heart anack laid him low •e.;rerday. 
Oniv la,r momi-i he was here i. Tamai a as one of the elder 

.. ::atesmen at the (anada-Canbbean talk.,, and made an outstanding 
1.onmbunon to irs success. 

fh,)ugh only 53, Tom Adams h.,d already fulfilled the promise he 
sr.owed when he won th covered Barbados Scholarship, and went to 
Oxford in 1950 to read economics. A derenn;ncd scholar an<l a far
seeing politician. Mr. Adams, as a rudent . threw himself inro rhe 
politic of rhe UK on behalf ot the o�ialist Labou· Part}, and studied 
l;iw a�rcr graduating troni OxrorJ. 

He VI JS early 1n the thick or politics in Barb:l.dos and brought a 

hle-nJ ot rhe pohrical :echmcian J1ith the �1ft ror rhetori, in:ierircd from 
tw. father, anrl wnh the ch.1m1 and inte\lecrual gra.,·e ot ht mo• her, the 
pruicipal of a lt:adrng g1rk '>chool, Queen;, College. 

, 1 r Adam.· wielded tht pow..:r of Prime Mini-;: er since 19...,6 \\ ith an 
easy ) ct cakuiate 1 JJthonty. He saw Bathados through un e difficult 
Lrises of .securitv, and cconom 1'- �.ear-disas��rs. \ clever politi1..ian. he 
always soughr the main chance for h1,; parry. and wo11 <t-"lecnon in 
1'181. 

1hc partner< hip bern·een him, a moderate ;oc1aiisr, and famaica"s 
Pnme lm1srer Edward 'leaga, lea er of the more conser\"at•�·e Jamaica 
I abuir Pan:,· de ·d 1pcd r·v)idt\' a11d ht c:howed hi< de( 1\in:-ne�s \\hen. 
f11<r he res1..ued rbe GO\('•r1r . • l'. �'cb:r: c ... r., of '>t. Vincent by 
<,cn,l:ng Barb.ldian securin' { r.ne1 w queli an u�';. ng in ·nion 
Island, and m 198 j c o� naled .:nd.us1as•·11.:alh "'i-l-1 five of the 
Leeward and 'X'indward� and Jamaica m as<.1sr111g with th.1. �-�· 
inva'>ton of Gren.>da. 

Th·� R Hon. Tom Adams was never afraid tO ta e dect ion� -

hoVI ever 1..omrovl'rstal - in order to advance the cause of Barbados 
and the Commonwealth Canbbean, a ·ause which wa-; to him indi\isi 
ble. l'rbane , witt) and hard-workmg, his \·01ce Vltll be missed in 
Canbhean councils, and his influence withm and outside the area has 

left 3 vacuum. most d1fb:.:ult to fill. 
\\ c gneve .....,Ith his •,1,if� and familh and with the GO\emmem nd 

people of Barbados. Their los<. i� rhe loss of the whole Canbbean. 


