. 71-year-
old educationist 2 farmer,
will again represent the
Jamaica Labour Party in the
constituency of Northwest Cla-
rendon; in the general elec-
tions on December 15.

An ’old stager’ in politics,
Mr.- Allen was for ten years
Minister of Education in the
previous regime, from 1962 to
1972. Prior to that, he was
Minister of Education and
Social Welfare frem 1953 to
1955, and acted as Minister of
Labour during September to
October 1953. ;

First elected to the House
of Representatives in 1949,
Mr. Allen entered politics
after 22 years as a teacher in
the schoolroom. He remained
a Member of the House of
Representatives for ten years
from 1949 to 1959, and was
beaten by his opponent in the
1959 general elections.

From 1959 to 1962, he was
a Member of the Legislative
Council.

As Minister of Education,
Mr. Allen made very far-
reaching amendments to the
programme for Free Secondary
Education, and was largely

responsible for introducing the
70 to 30 ratio for apportion-
ment of places in secondary
schools between youngsters of
Government primary schools
and privately-run preparatory
schools. Previously, the pro-
gramme had been initiated by
former Minister of Education,
Mr. Florizel Glasspole (now
Governor-General) and places
awarded on a basis of merit. *

Mr. Allen was for many
years, a top member of the
JLP and rose to the office of

time.

pant in the initiatives to set up
the non-defunct West Indies
Federation. He was a member
of the Standing Committee on
the W.I. Federation and Chair-
man of the Draft Constitution
Committee of the W.I. Demo-
cratic Labour Party.

¥ Mr. Allen’s contribution to
education was not confined to
Jamaica, but he also served on
. UNESCO. He was made a
vice-president of UNESCO. in
~1970; was nominated a vice-
president of the Com-
monwealth Education Confer-

3rd Deputy Leader at onme

He was an active partici- -

ence in 1971, and vice-presi-

dent of the Conference of
Ministers of Education of Lat-
in America and the Caribbean
areas in 1971.

In the field of local educa-
tion, Mr. Allen was respon-

sible for introducing the experi- |
ment to teach secondary |

subjects in elementary schools.
He was also responsible for

establishing Comprehensive

Schools.

Born at Brandon Hill in
St. Andrew on April 17, 1905,
Mr. Allen is the son of the late
Mr. David Allen and his wife.
He attended Brandon Hill Pri-
mary School, Mount James,
Stony Hill Elementary Schools
and West Branch School in
Kingston. He went on to
attend Mico Teacher-Training
College. ¥



