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— ‘a man of

wisdom and experience’

By Sharon
Barnes-Wright

WHEN Howard Felix Hanlan Cooke
takes up the post of Governor Gen-
eral of Jamalca in August, the na-
tion Is assured that Its representa-
tive of the Queen is a man of
wisdom and experience; a man who
has seen the evolution of this coun-
try and is proud of the many great
achievements it has made.

In an Interview with the Sunday

Gleaner from his American Life
Insurance Company (ALICO) office
in Montego Bay, where he is
branch Mr. Cooke took

— which was almost constantly. It
was obvious that the love he felt for
Jamalca was very deep; a passion-
ate, love which could
bring out every conceiveable emo-
tion in the man.

“We have come though many

struggles and | am extremely
pleanedtoaeehowfar-ehm

come, especially in education,” satd
the former teacher. With that he
went on to mention the University
of the West Indies; of Arts
Science and Technology (CAST):
community colleges; teachers’ col-
leges and other educational Institu-
tions which not only evolved over
the years, but made much positive
Impact in the lives of Jamalcans.

Concerned

mante, Watson,
Huie, peoplc!nthe of science
— any country which can produce
mmnygrmpeoplemmegmer
ation must be a great country,”
Cooke sald vehemently, He
q:ﬁcktoaddl.hahem“ml
gesting complacency,” for
ufaurhavlngpmducedglwpwph
and made remarkable strides there
are still some hurdles to cross.”

Like his predecessors,
Cooke has had the distinction “and

Eéis

ke, ha served for almost 30
years as teacher at Mico College
and School and head-
master at Belle Castle, Port Antonio
U Bay Boys'
Schools (now Avenue Pri-
mary School)

tician and prides himself as
the architects of Jamaican politics,”
having been a founder of the Peo-
ple's National Party (PNP) and

o

Member of Parliament for 18yun
(1962-1980).

It was with great reluctance that
Mr Cooke did the Interview,
it guite clear at the outset that
there were many he would
like to, but could not say until after
his appointment. He was, however,
able to supply the answers to some

Jovial, active

One cancemndhhage:MrOuokJ
Is 75 years old and It Is felt that he
1s too old to serve for any extended
period. He quelled that with: I

will with the Queen as
head of state (and the GG
(Cont'd on Page 138)
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as her local representative), “Tea-
cher” was keen to comment: “Be-
fore the appointment, | would
speak on that, but now | don't
think | should comment.” However,
he felt that as much as the two
major political parties supported
the change to republican status,
“the final decimn Is with the peo-
ple

mined by its people, so the final
decision for this or any other con-
" stitutional change, was theirs,

To those who have been closely
affiliated to Mr Cooke, it is felt that
. he will follow the tradition of a

formerOG with his eonatnnt!l::g;
and kissing of women
and old. 1 love people, so to
and kiss them is an
that feeling — it really Is a part
my whole approach to life. Any-
lnglmndotomakcpeoplehap—

I tryymy-best to do.”

Iu addition, Mr. Cooke belleves
; that a governor general should be
one for the people. and in light of
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that, hopes to serve his Jamaican
people well.

Son of the soil

A son of the soll of St James,
this Governor General, when ap-
nled said he would not desert
s parish and iIntends to “be in
Moutego Bay and the West on
weekends™ as much as possible. As
a matter of fact, he plans to apmd
"quite a bit of time"

rural people “visiting their church
services and their little do's.” And
he intends to do this without ne-
his dutles or giving the

urban folk thelr just attention.
In his earlier days Howard Cooke

was an avid s . He played
football for the Y Men's Chris-
tlan Assoclation (YMCA), St. Thom-

as, Portland and St James, and
was captain of many cricket teams.
Today, he maintains his mem-
bership at the Montego Bay and~
Kingston Cricket Clubs,

Mr Cooke {8 now In the process
of “tying up loose ends” at ALICO as
he prepares to take up residence at
Kings House — the officlal resi-
dence of Jamalea's Governor CR
eral.
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