\ National Library of Jamaica

4

Ao

ra {;:;'/ o.' J ‘ e ; _
Lariaica’s history
Ve INSTITUTE OF JAMAI(‘A

4 ann. Fe i
br ind  fic “Gﬁ e

kgl i \mg’Dav — V. S.Reid — Heinevann—344 p'vvv:s, % aGu il s
d 1;; Old 8% Jumes — compiled hy Joseph Shore; od. Jubn Stewart '
L Thv.‘ ou.cy Heuad — 118 pages. $2.00.
2 3
A

Two books about Jamaica have recently Leen re-issued end’
&i; Vna}:.o a most welcome addition (o the growing numder of books
dfzﬂu.g with our couritry, written by Jamidicans {or Jumaicans and, -
of course, for the wider world of Eaglisti-speaking peuple. One is
‘Vic Reid's New Day, the first of the vosti-war novels, snd the other.
is In Old Si. Jamies, & book of parish chronizles’ which fiost ap-
peared in 1911, was reprmtcu in 1952. and noew nas corne Oyt @ga
in a new edition. Both re-issues are due to the enterprize of Sung-
£ ‘ sier’s Book Stores Lid. which fimm s listed as.being ‘in associa-
tion with’ the publishers. They will certainly be papular wita a
new generation. g

NEW DAY ¢ells in fiction, but séicking clsse to {he main facts,
the story of the Nforani Bay ‘rcbellion’ of 1885 and the coming of
the new constitution of 1944 giving adult suffrige and internai self-

ule to Jamiaica, the prelude to the mdeps-’h.uurc whichk cawic in
awpheil,

1962, I is ingeniously told through t(he moauth of Tolin

* Wi was a littie "hoy living in rural 3§, Thomas in 1885 «
‘vived io see the dawn of the mew day whoa some of tne things (G.
which two of our Nationz2l Heroes, Boygle, svhose staiue now staad
in front of the courti-heuse at Morant Bay. and George ¥ ﬂhxm
Gordon died.

More ingeniously, the authicr succesds in h wing the .xto v told
for the most nzrt in a kind of inverted speecn wbich & nat Jamai-
can dizlcet (though it contuins a few words o{ it; and yet gives the
impression of Lcmn' so. This malies it easy for wwe ccader of stand-
ard/English to unaerstand it (no$ that that concerns mest Jumatcan |-
readers!) and yet give him the impression that hie is reading dialect,

Also, Vie Read makes the stery wndecstancndle wnd of
apgeal 1o the Jamaican child ef the count: ry as-weil as the
The difference is perhaps less marked today then it was Lweat
opne years ago when the book first appeacad Luc it is worth naiing
zs it marked a big step forward in Jamaican writing @8 & vhange
from DeLisser who was much more on tae oufside lagking in ra-

! . ther than inside the jainds and hearts of the poople. particnlacly
the country ioJ\ : . :
The beok is one which all Jamaicans should veud, and keap,
and, much msre importanudy from the. crit u‘ s point of view, it s
very enjcrable, particularly the first half ‘¢2 t which dcms Seithye o1y G
1865. o

In Old St Jwacs is of a different purt of 22 islend and an : :
¥ esvlier period, that of slavery. It includes passiges on two fopics ¢ Lk
ot more than usuzl interest, the famiiy of toz Barretts (with some
" refercnces to Elizabeth Barrett Biowninz) and the legend af Tose
~Hall aud the notorious Mrs. Falmer. : v

Apart from these two subjects which arz calculated tc arouse SRR R iy AR
i interest in readers there are short pieces on Arnwak remains on
the cstates in the arca and the history ol the ewnoership of ke
estates as well as snippets from the Journal of Rose Hal! tziling
of life on that property in the early 16th century, kotih with roter-
ence to slaves and to the English book-keepers.

This is a pleasant little book with o Victerian, ratlier than Ed-
wardian flaveur in sume of the passages — Joeseph Shore says that
the descriptive passages are the work of the editer, John Sievw it —
as, for instance, “it is the hand of time, therefors, which bug cast’
its glamour over hill and giade, over cane-fiedd and, pasiure-land.”

The mix-up delween tne two Mrs. Paimers—Annie and Rosa
—- is set out in detail and this part is certain to aitract attention
among visitors to Rose Hall which iz now a show-place afisr its’
reconstruction. In fact it should be en dizplay there for sale — bud
110 doubt this has been thought of alrcady.

The family of the Barretts, and the Meoulton-Barretts, is
traced in cons:devable detail, perhaps toe mucky defi! for ihe.
average rcader but iliere dre many mteresting anecdotes aboug
varioua members — and this iz true throwgnout the ook — which
‘makce reading about thern worthwivile. \ g
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