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'f\':O boots about Jamai�a have rec.:ntly lic<:n re-lsoucd and 
n1c;.kc a rnost \vclcof:"lc add 1ti.on to t.he gro;�:h1;; r·:urnb(!r of boo �s 
dealing with our cc.untry, written by Jam:ti�ans f.n· .Tan1nic<ms and, 
0f course, ior the wider world o.f Eng]j,;;l-::peak!n;.; pcupk. One is 
Vtc f<eid's New na.y, the first of the ;.lo,t- .,r.c- no\"('[<;, :;nd the other·. 
is In Old St. Jan1cs, Cl. book of pa!'i$h cht\?nt·:.:ks' 'vh:ch fir . .;t ap- . 
pcarcd in Hill, was reprinted in HJ52. :trd l10>'T {;n!'l corne Ol.\t ilg;;in j 
in a ncv1 edition. Bot�l re ... issucs arc Juc tt> the c�:�.r.�Il�ri:;e o: s�.ng ... 
star's Book Stores Ltd .. which ;1rm is lir;ted as .. being 'in associa­
tion w1th' the publishers. They will c.::rtaincy be p-:>pnhn· v_ritl1 a 
new gener:�tion. · 

NE1V DAY t�lls in fiction, but �ticltin�· close t::. the roa.in facts, 
the story oi the 1\l:orani. B:.y 'rebellion' of 18oi:> and t.hc C(Jmin�· o� 
the new eonsiitut!on of H/44 t:ivini� adult stdfn:!;n "no:l inter1l;li sl'lf­
rulc· to Jamaica the prclud� to the indep,!il.'kJH!r '\·h:ch ('a\':lc in 
1962. It iJ ingen\ously, to!d thro1:gh !he mo;�tll nf .John C•mJ1bcH, ' 
\\.iHv ·was a littic boy living in rural �t.. TUoma:; in 18G5 i\\\.tl sui�­
\·iverl to see the dawn of: the new <Ia;- when 50in.J of lh!) tbin.;s fr.r 
\Vhich t\VQ of our Nationzl l!eroe�. Bo�!t:. �.vhose statue- lHHV sta.n�1t . 
in front M the court-house at :.'lloraut U3y, ;\li'i G;;orge Wil!i.l>n 
Gonlon uicc1. '· 

l'v!ore ingeniously, the author succc�ds i!i ltnving the �tc)rv tohi 
for tllc most part in a kind of inverted ,;pc'e<·n · \ l'icb ,s not .f1 nv.1 ;_ 
can dialect (though it contains a few words of it) anJ yet �:;ivcs tbc 
irnprcssion of being so. This makes it ca�y for tJ�c .�cad;.::r of �'t::.tnd­
ard,English to uncicrsfand jt .(not th;J.t that conce�·�s J1it:'�L qJ�;.1nai.,;an 
readers!) and yet give hUn the imprcss:.Jn thut hr� i� rc;�,�inr: dialc;\;t. 

.l\lso .. Vic l�Cad n1akes t.�e story na.h!l'St�H�C,'Ii)lc �nd •."Jf �:::.:��at 
appeal to the Jamaican child of the country as wcil as the town. 
The dlficrcncc is perhaps less markc•d to<ld! th:.n it 1vas tw·o;r,t�-'­
ope years ago when the book first :J.ppeac-:!d lJ.,, rr. is �.or-th notiug 
a:) it rnarkcd a big .step ionvnrd in Jnn1.�it:..tn writing :::. a dlt.U:::.�c 
from DcLssc,· who W<�S much more 011 tl1c' outside lookin,.; in ra­
ther th2n inside the .1ninds and hearts uf th-:! p�oplc. particulJ..rly 
tl'lc country folk . 

'I\he bool\ is one which all J:�maicun� shoul:l l'Cud, and !;ccp, 
and, much m<:>rc importantly from the cri�ic:'.> point of view, ;t. Js 
vel) .. enjo·.�.-ablc, purticularly the first half· or �t t\•hich dc�;1s ,�:ith 
1?.65. 

J n 01r. st .. . l.t><tc;; is vf a different purt oi m::; id;md and an 
<',·rlier pcrioc!, that of slavery. It includes passages on two topics 
, '' more than usual interest. the [an·lil:v of tile Barre� as \with :;O:!lC: 
references to Elizabeth Barrett B;·ownin.•�) and t:f,c lq;cnd oi Eo;;e 
Hall and the notorious Mrs. Palmer. 

Apart from these two su!Jjccts which ar:. c:lkulatcd to ar<moc' 
interest in readers there arc ::hart ;Jicccs on Ar:1\vak remains on 
the C;\tates in the area and the history or tilt' cwner!,hlp of �he 
e;;btcs a:; well as snippets ·fTom fue ..'ournal of Rose Hall tdllng 
o[ life on that property in the early 19th ccntur:', toth wiih refer-
ence to slave£ and to the English book-kccpe�s. 

· · 

Thl� '' ,_ plca�ant little book with .L Vict11ri�n, rathe::- t'h:tn f,d· 
\\·:lrclia.n f!a.vour in some of th{' lHl�sa.t:r.s - Joseph Sum c s.•:;•, t!Jat 
the tlesm:jJ,tivc lJ?.��agcs are , lC work of ti<� tditc•.t\ John Stew>.t·t­
a�. fo�· h!�tJnce, ''!.t is ihc ha11d of t.in!c, the.refor-e, wbich ha�; �a.st' 
its gJamour over hill and :;lade, ovr.-r cJne-n�ld .and. pru::ture .. J;lrHI./' 

The mix-up be1.·,vecn the two Mr�. P:�1mers-Annb and Rosa 
-- is set out .in detail and this pan ·is cert:�in to r.ttraet att•�ntion 
among visitors to Ro:e Hall which !.s now n show-place .:Ut�r its 
rec.onstruction. In fact it should be on dt,;pl>Jy there for .sale - but 
110 donbt t.i'lis has been thought Of alrC<1dy. 

T•1c f;r.n:ily of the Barretts, and tha l\!oPlton.Bu.rreits. is 
traced. 1n cons,derablc detail, perlup$ too m11e&1 cict�i! ror the 
avcrn�r: reader bnt there ;n·c n1any )11t0n:::_ltlntt anccdoYcs alxn�t 
van·;,u,� mcmb<:r� - ;,nd this b true througcout ihc book - whicn 
make rc<:.d!ng about them worthwhile. 
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