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“orie of hope aad extroverted vigour; it deals

National Library of Jamai

KEW NOVELS
New Day. By V. S. Re.  Heinemann. 125 6.
The Grass is Singing. By Dowris LessiNg.
Michael Foscpl. 9s. 6. e
The Waterfall. By Averit MACKENZIE-GRIEVE,
Hutchinson.  9s. 6d.
Mau in LEbony. By Duxys Craig.. Gollancs
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It is odd thart, simultancously with:the Sevetse
case, four novels should appear, 21l concerned in
some way with colourcd peopic under White
domination.4 Two of these novels, onc By a
Jamaiggn aﬂﬁn, the other by a woman who spent

Agmgiive years in South Africa, arc of out-
stafdingMinterest. V. S, Reid’s New Day aund
Yisd.essing’s The Grass is Singing are not only
Rrigifal and swriking in themselves bur provide
luminating contrast.  The Juinaican novel is

1
WU

2
Avith peopic o whom the sense of community is

a0 natural and vivid that they are as consciows of
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thieir neighbours’ sufferings us of their own. The
South African onc is a study of despair . . . of one
woman so neurotically withdvawn inte herseif
that she ends by being conscious of nathing but

her private obsession. The two books are quite

un'ike 1 approach and treatment vet there s a

»

. compection between their themes.  Each shows

tivt “human beings cannot exploit or degrade
eachh other without becoming degraded and
dehumanised themselves. J

€< Class *fis.not’ a South Afrivan.word,” says

Miss . Lessing, “its equivaient is ‘Rage’.’”:

Jamaica, on. the other haad, appears to make
much of class distinctions and litzle of raciai ones.
Marriage between White and coloured people is
common and there is a large population of mixed
African and European (ofien Celtic) stock. Many
of the most vigorous and gifted Jamaican families
have, like the Campbells of New- Day, a strong
intusion - of .Scottish bload. t®ne of the many
inreresting rhings about V. S! Reid’s book is(tly:
way #re r shows the two:strains working in
his characters ; sometifes in. COniliCt, soinetines
in the most effective karmony. )} New Day could be
called a saga of jamaice’s achievement. of HHome
Rule since it begins witla the rebeliion of 1865, put
down with such savagery by £yre, and ends with
the New Constitution of 16224, Mr. Reid makes
the- history poignant and living by seeing ‘it
through rhe eyes of an old man who was involved
as = small boy in the Mcerant Bay rising. Johw
Cimphbell re-tells his own iifc in 2 long dramazic
monologue.© At first the Jamaican- dialect pre-
sented certain difficulties, but once 1 made myself
listen 10 the story while reading it, it became a
delight. ‘The lenguage is full of odd rhvehms,
repetitions and inversions ; it is Bnglish used with
such freshness of image und idiom that it takes
on a new character. I was 5o constantly reminded
ot Welsa dialect that I was interested to-find the
.:-.1_u§ho_r’s £oie at the end saying that the Jamaican
“derives in part from the English of an eariier
day and in part from the Weish.” !

~ The book is remarkable both for its candour and
its lack of bitterness. " It is critical of the British
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but never sour or self-pitying. All the characters
are well’ drawn 5 ‘the children quite bxfiiliuntiy.
Mi. Reid has ‘a keeny sensitive eye and ear, a
naturai sense of poctry znd drama and 3 pretty
satrical wit,  New Doy has certain weaknesses:
there are almost too many dramatic inci cntsg
some  rather  theatrically  conirived, and th.
language ar - tmes scems o tropicaily lush
Jehin Campbell, so human and convincing in
boynood becomes too miuch a :ypc—ﬁg;n':f of
wisdom aind justice whea the stoey carches up wirtly
rhc. present and | bediimes  almost exclusively
politicai. But these are shgin fiaws compared
wilht the pleasure of finding 4 new writer so fresh

H1! \u}ucli’cpnsuiuu\ using suei s a richh snd
capressive dindect, 1 there are other wiiters of i
qvuumy.wurldng in this vein we cua hope to see the
rine OI’E: characteristic Jamaicun lirerature.
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