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Mau ming

in-T'ime Magazine of

April 14, of Victor wtaffcrd Reid's book T'ie Legs prurl

The. Lecpard (138 pp)—Victor
Stafford Reid — WViking (83)
“At the present literary rate of
exchange. onc African satari
‘equals “fw'fh]v one novel apout
Mau Mau trouble.
“Nost such books
feetle 1light into an

shine only a
area where

ourning racial hatred has ob-
scured the underlying Questions
of right and wrong — ocr eise
they glare with a Ruark-like, eye-
.wiiness sensat tionalism,

“It may ‘oe a virtue of The
Leopard that its author, Victor

Reid, has never been in Africa.

“Novelist Reid iz a Jamaican
journalist; his oniy ecther novel,
New Day, refiected the colour and
serisuousness of his native Carib-
bean islauid. What he has tried for
in The Leopard Is more than a
look into a Mau Mau mind. It i
no less than an effort o glimpsc
the African soul suffering be-
tween feit injustice and the dim
kncwledge that the white man's
impact has ended once and for ali
i the chance of returning to the
{ Eden of primitive ignorance and
| tribal pride that existed before he
| came.

“Author Reid's hero is Nebu. a
simple Kikuyu who was oncera
househoy for an English planter.
Now he is a Mau Mau whose
dpppest joy comas when a wniile
{1z made “beautifui”, 1e. seen in
| the firnal toriments of death. The
plot iz so finnly tied to cecinci-
dence as to make it seem sligntiy
,ridiculous After a raid, Nebu
drops off from his Mau Mau gang
‘i follow white trachs through |
the bush. When he catchies up
the white man, he finds his old
iboss. and after e has killed him,
'he discovers tne white man's son,
ya crippled boy of ten. The boy is
'nnhher white nor black. He iz, in
fact. Nebu's son by the white
man's wife. who nhad saduced her
housekoy years before and
herself killed Dby her
wiien he sasw the child’s colour.

“Waunded, Nebu firies to get to
a white town to deliver the boy
to his friends. In his uncomplicat-
ed Kikuyu mind. he knows :hat
|he nas wronged his white master
and wants to atone by remmmg

LO!

j the youngster. As hc carries hiim
through the nuv..‘ railed Ly a
leapard waiting for :; chance tc
meke a deuble kil
nented by his son's 5
niore than by nis

ce evesn

e oL
B‘gg‘c ng@?‘““‘m

vides a  hoerridle  ending ihatl
blends all the tragic elem(-"' ol
{ white, black and half-vlack frus-
trations and hatred.

“What author Reid has done js
to give his story the "\;al'“) of
near myih to 1"].”.:\6 the hersror
i undersiandabie. No recent nevel
iabout the Muu Mau has sucgesd.
ed as does The Lenpard in make
ing clecar how tie blick man ra-
' ticnali ses his  murderous Dben
What is_even more remarkable is
| author Reid's ability 1o create
feeling for the land  itsell, to
(blend a lyricai‘ near-ncetis port-
trait of z primitive mind wita nis
lorutal = suhject matier,  Un-
| askamedly contrived, ais book i
| auite simply a buief imagirative
! triumpn. -~ TIME

a

festering

H
|
|
1

m{”ﬁé ‘)’omx aun injplac-
gure of ru“nution, pro- -




