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TO MOS} readers today
NEW DAY by V. 8. (Victor
Stafford) Reid is a history
book and “Wk« would expect

the averege reader to open a
4 history book for pleasure?”
i Not only is it history but it

was published long ago,
twenty-five ycars to be exact.

: There isn't time to read
- book that ¢id when there are

s0 many best-seliers ceming

‘out, and in paper-back too.”

Yot may try‘ countering that
with, “but it {x about jamaica
and the road to independance.”
“Sure, that's an Interesting
subject but ‘look maa,
Independence i3 anclent histcry.
It happened twelve years ago. I
don't have to go back to that;
I'm living in a free Jamaica and

I can't remember any other

condition.”
The foregecing conversations
are not cntirely genuine but

couléd weli be true. And so Vic

Reid’s NEW DAY may not be as
widely read as it ought to be
(although it has run into four
editions, the last by Sangster's
Book Stores Ltd., in association
with Heinemann Educational
books in 1970).

Publication

Buat for
reading, and buyicg books in
1949, the publication NEW DAY
was aun astanisning eveut,
creaiing an cxcilement and an
interest whicii sas pever beea
repcated with any local book
sioee fhcw.

It is true that H. ¢.
had had tooks published in
England but thal wes between
twenty and lhirty v.avs in the
past and who among the small
reading Dublic remembered
them? In any ovent Delisser
was someone remote, unknown
other than tarougi ke printed
word in the 1)1:11_\’ 'G sanec, In
“Random Jotling (in the
same, znd only paver; and in the
annuai Planter’s Punch and also
seen hohnobbing with the sugar
waruns.

e
Lae

learned few::had alg
heard of two. Pefnidadians,
James and Mendes, wio had
attracted atiention overscas and
vae or two haed even heard of, it
not read, a novelicalled
Cerentyne Thunder writien by a
men named Mittelhoizer who
czme from RBritish Guyana ang
hiad been published during the
war, in 1641, Bul these writers
were even more temote. There
‘as not the intérest in th
Carituean whiéh 1s 50 common
tocsy snd people did not think of
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those whe weie.

Declisser

e

Panton

“West Indian” writlng though,
to be sure, some dfd ngk, ‘‘if a
smal! island ike Trinidad or a
place with a small popuiation
iike British Guiana can precduce
writers, why net Jamaica?’”

It was in that vacuum that
NEW DAY appearsd. As Louls
James was to write long
afterwards in The islende in
Between {(0.U.P. 1963), ** (New
Day) belongs {o literary histcry
in the Caribbean’ and “it was a
pioneering claim that a West
Indian island could have
natienal history and culiure.”
But to Jamaicans at that time it
was far more than that. It was
an excitement. It represented
tangible proof that a local man,
a young man almosta bey, could
become a novelist even if he
were a Jamaican. It had been

o written by a man whom You

could and did, meet on the

street. And it was abcut us, our

land, our way of life. People
overseas would actueliy read
about that? Incredible.

In addition Vic Reid not only
produced a tale which dealt with
our history and the path thiough
adult sufx’ra"e which was to lead
to independence but had beex

csought out by an A*nerican

publisher (Alfred XKnopf). it was
written in a language that was
by no means Jamezican dialect,
but conveyed the impression of
being a langugage other than
Enlgish and yet understandable
by -those who knew only
Standard Engiish. This
apparent exgticisia was part of
its appeal. Although some
reviewers in Britain complained
of the difficulty of accepting the
book becatse of its dialect,
many American reviewers were
delighted with the language *
clear, singing style, which the
author nandles with
musicianship and assurance.”
So said Saturday Review while
the New York Hersid Tribuoe
called it “a liquid, lyrical thing
of wondrous beauty.”

Trail

So Vic Keid blazed 2 trail in-

the post-war world which was
shortly afterwards .t¢
followed by scores of Jamaicans
and other West Indian wrilers.
Be had opened the flocd-gates of
the litecature which was shortiy
to burst cut from the Caribbean.
But it was 2 flood which aid
not carcy Vic Reid aleng its
surface. Neediing to earn a living
he had to eschew the novel with
its slow financial seturns sod
spent nis wrlilag talent on

producing short steries and
articles publiskied beth here and

its owa

cuprising,

. seemed
. which had a mystic guality that

Be;
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abroad. It was a3 if he stood still
at the sluice-gate which he had
raised. It was nine years before
another Reid nove! appezated.
But it was worth tha long wail
and readers discoveren that the
lyrical prose oX NEW DAY bed
given way to writing that ax’ten

rose to the heights of peel
. The book was THE L“OVA RO
wﬁx h had not ...g wﬁﬂtever 10
do with Jamaicz and wnnc it
T

Vic Reid

was set in our motherland,
JAfricay it was for us. on the

wrong side of the continent. The
locale was Bast Africa, not the
West Africa of our ancestars. It
was set in Kenya, an imaginary
Renya to be sure, one which Vic
HBeid did not know and had never
visited but one in which he
clearly showed 2 xeen interest.
it deait with that clash belween
black and white, the Mau Mau
out of which an
dependent’ Keaya was i¢ rise
and presented a father-son
relationship vhich may havej
imprebable to some but

in-

was enchaniing.

Time, the weekly news
magazine called it ‘an

imaginative trivmph’ while the
Times Literary Supplement
said, “"Maay bcoks Rave spoken
for the whites in Africa. This one
b',.)‘.'nko eloquently for the
lacks.” Four editions have
been issued, two of them in -
paperback. and it nhas beean
translated into six languages.
Wilson Harcrls of Gavana atvd
Louls James of Britmin (who
lectared  at- the UWI) bell
commtented on the need for a
third novei from Vic Reid before
full judgcment on him ceuld be
passed. But that novel kas naver
appeared. Ai iecsst not a uovel
Viko NS T VY we - T
LEQPARD., Reid turaed to
writlug about Jamaieun history
for youny people ischuol houks
are prabably more financially
profilable than novels even iy
they bring less fame). Certalaly
these Reld hooks have beeo
widely used ln schoois e
Jamalea aitd elsew h:.'e, notably
Trinidad sud Tabugoe. A .wk
serfes of theose :‘ s capcm‘ed
“Sixty-five' (13€5) which dealt
with the same petlod as the siart

of NEW DAY: THE YOUNG
WARRIORS (Telllng of the
PMarocas) which came cut im |
1463; THE MACHETE
MARINES which appeared in

©.1558 and PETER (on Samanel

‘dadiy’ Skarpe, famons Iz
Jamalcaa blstory) e 183%. Next
on the liat 2 """THE
JAMAICANS' whick the
iastitate of Jammica !y bringing
out 2n0c sheu!d be avaliable by
the spuing of aext year. It =il
deal with Juan de Sclza, calied,
by seme a Jamaican patriof, by
sthees, a traitor bsck in 1658.
Says Mr. Meville Dawes, M.A.
(Gxon), the Maneger of the
institute: “We of the Imstifute
t3iak it is = great dook."”

Psevdonym

aside it may ‘be
that,” under a
pseudunym, Vic Reid also
produced a thriller but, as he .
chose 10 De anonymous, no dou
looking ea it only as a pe!bo.l«..., !
it may be unfair 1o give its titie
and thler naknles gl SelEs

psendonymous atthar although

his biographer shouid inciuda it

in his list of works, when and if .
ihe stoey of Vic Reid is written in

detail.

Vie Reid’s short stories—he
has written mmany of them—have
appeared locally, in Britain in
the U.S.A. and in Canada. Seme
of them have been reprinted in
anthelogies such as From the
Green Antiliex (Souvenir Press
1966, and iater in paperdack), |
and Carihbean Rbythms, the:

AS an
mentioned

‘paperback collection precuced

hy Pucket Books through
*Washingten Square Press which
appeared early this year. He has
also ~written for radio and
televisicn.

What of

the man himazell?

Bora in 1913 he he has been a
Gieaner rcporter, worked foi

raany local papers and later
been editer of Public Cpinian,
Spotlight and New Day’
newsmagazines until ke forsook
journatism for the advertising
wo:sld and then went inte the
grinting business. Among ‘he
swards which he has received
are s uuggenhu.‘. Fellowship
ine was the first Jamaican 1o
receive one) the Musgrave
Medal from the Iastitute of
Janisica and a Cianada Council
Fellowship as well as an aware
from the Governcrmen! of
Mexice. He was appointed
Chairman of the Jamalca
Natisnal Trust Commission last
vear. At present ke is werking
on a biography eof Norman
Marley. He is married and the
fatner of four children and lives
in the. Rock Rail Mountains

ahove Rcd Hilis.
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