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. ARTS PROF,ILE J 
abroad. It was !i� if ht �tood still 
at the �luic�·gl.lte which he had 
r.ubcd. H waz nine year3 before 
another Reld novel appeil\'ed. 
But it was worth thJ! Jong �·a it 
and readers di$COvered that the 
lyrical prose of NEW DAY h;d 
giv e n ·way to wrtting tlDt often 
rose to the heights of pc.etry. 

.
A ... -

_
· ;Bu George Panton

TO MOS:P readers todaY
' :\'EW DAY by V. S. (Victo

'
r 

Staffi)rd) Reid ir. a historY 
�<J.ilk and "Wl:. .. would expec

-
t 

)fie aven:.gc reader to open a 
/·'history book .or pleasure?" 

Not only is it history but it 
was published long ago, 
twenty-fh·e Y<'Rrs to be exact 
There isn't time to read :;. 
book that old when there arc 
so many best-sellers coming 

·out, and in p aper-back too.''
Yon m:�y \ryl countering tht�t 

with, "but it I� about J:ma!c"' 
and the iOI!d to independence." 
"Sure, that's an !nterestl.1g 
subject but look man, 
Independence is ancient history. 
It happened twelve years ago. I 
don 't have to go back to that; 
I'm living in a free Jamaica and 
I can't remember anv other 
condition." 

· 

Th
.
e foregcing conversations 

are not entirely genuine bu t 
could weli be true. And so Vic' 
Reid's !I<EW DAY may not be as 
wide ly read as il ought to be 
(although it has run into four 

editions, the last by Sangster's 
Book Stores Ltd., in association 
with Heiner;:ann Educational 
books in 1970 J. 

Publication 

"W c st Indian" wr!tlng though, 
to be sure , some dld ngk, "if :: 
sm :;ll !�land lll!:e Trinidad or a 
place with a �mall population 
like British Guiana C!<n prcduce 
writer�. why'nc.t Jamairs?" 

It wn s ln thnt vacuum that 
NEW DAY ap�cared. As Louis 
James was to write long 
afterwards ir. The !�lando In 
Bel'weeu (O.U.P. 1968), " (New 
Day ) belongs to literary history 
in <he Caribbean" and "it. was a 
pioneering claim that a West 
Indian island could have its own·
national history and culture '' 
But to Jamakans at that time it 
was far more than that. It was 
an excitement. It reoresented 
tangible proof that a local man, 
a young man almost a bey, could 
become a n ov elist even if he 
were a Jamaican. It had been 

Thebookr;3sTHE L!':OPARD 
which had nothir;g whatever to 
do with Jsmaica and whi.ie it 

written by a man whom you Vic lleid 
could and did, meet on the 
street. And it was about us, our was set. m our m otherland , 

land, our way of liie. Peo n le · Africa , it was for us on the 
overseas wou.ld actu<!lly read wrong side oi the cor.tinen\. The 
about that7 incredible. locale was East Afrita, not the

In addition Vic Reid not only \\'est Africa of our �ncest•}rs. lt. 
produced a tale which dealt with \\'as set in Kenya, an im<.ginary 
our history and the path tlh·ough Kenp robe sure, one which Vi;: 
adult suffrage which was tel lead F:eid did not know and had never 
to independence but had bee�. Yisited but one in whic-h he. 

. sought out by an American clear:y $howcd :\ keen iaterest. 
publ ishe r (Alfred Knopf). lt was 

lt dealt \rith that cl�<sh betw�en 
black ;;nd white, the Mau M,w written in a language that was 

by no means Jamc.ican jialcct, 
· · uprising ;  out of winch an ii\­

dependcnt � Kenya was to ri5e' but conveyed the im preosion of 
But lor t\. h and r>resented a father·sor. 

·• ose w c w ct c · being a iangugage other than rcadl.ng d b t g b ' · r eiatw:1shi" which m�>Y· havei.·, Jn uy ll oo6s >n Enlgish and yet understandable " 
19' 9 'he o ' 1 1 t' NEW DAY s�emed imnrcbatle to some butt ' , • • • u� .ca rou by those w h o knew only '' 
wa:; an as·ar,;sl:ing event, Stan d ard English. T h i s whichhadarr.ysticqualityth«t 

!. · d \-vas cnchan'tin011. crca :n� an exrrtemcnt an an apparent exottcism was part of l·n •·r'<t � "1· 1 • " n• h Time, the w�eklv news .r. � " ""· c.• ua. Lver ·�en its apo, eal. Al•hoagh s ome · 

t" ih - 1 b � ma;o aLine called it 'on rcpca cu w t any loca ook reviewers in Britain complained o 
sine� . .teo. 

. . . of the diWculty of accepting th•' 
imaginative trium;>h' while th� 

It 15 tru� tllat H. l·. DcLtsscr, book because of its dialE:ct, Times L!terary Supplement 
had taJ cooks p·Jblishl!d 1n . 

. 
said, '':llany books have spoken 

many Amencan rev1ewers were 
En0"lan.:: but that 'I' �s betwec11 d 1. h d · l 1 for !he wh i tes ir; Af;ica. This one 

c 1g te wtth t :e _ar�guagc .. _ .. 

twc:1t·J· and ,hirt.v '.l.ars in the speak:; eloquently for the clear, singing style, wh:ch the b' '· , 
past and w:.o amOI>b the small 1ac�s.' Four editior.� have author handles with ' · d , t' h · read.,,g pub!:c r�membercd ,,een tS�liC , _v;o o t �m :n -

mu:;ician·ship and assurance." , , . · . . 
th�:n·� ln an.1· r·v�nt Dt•Lisser pape r oacr; ar:d :t nas :Jeer. 

So said Saturday Review whtle t 1 
·1 · · . 

was so::�evr.e r�.11ot , unknown the New York Hcr&ld Tribune ra��: atec 1nto SIX :a,;guages. 
other tha:: :nrougii lt! print\·d \�!,son Hard:; of Gllvn;H� snct 

called it "a liquid, lyrical thin" 1 r J • B · · h word in the D�tiy G �aner, m " .uu.s r.me� ''• ntam ( "- o 
of wondrous beauty." 1 t d t t � 'rwt· � 1 "llandom Jotttnl(s" rin the et ure a or. "' 1 .. at: 

'am c. ;,nd only pa�er; and in the "irctll comntc:1tcd on the need for a 

. tnnual Planccr's ]>unch ;;nd also third novel from V!c !\cid bcfor� 
So Vic Reid bla1.ed a trail in· I It d t "I \1 b '""ll .obnobbing w:th th� sug 'I' u JU gem en on ;1m. <'<lt! < � 

.,,,rvns. the post-war world w;;tch was po:�sscd. But th11t novel bs r.�vcr 
T:., l�;,:·llr.d 1,.w had :d, s h v :- t ly afterwards to h e · appeared. At ic"�' not a :,o\·d 

h\':.r:. of two 'Jnnt(bdtan.;, iollcwcdbyscorcsofJamaic::ns likr �E'It' U:\Y ,,- TEE 
JMn•:., and �.1cn<!es, wiio had nnd othc: West lnti:llll writer;;. l.EOPAHD. H<td <nrar·;t t•l 

;,ttranecl ill.•'<�lior. over�c:;1s nnll H.; i:au • .JCTICd the flooct-gstcs of writ!ug about Jnmr.k<n1 :,i;h>rY 
Hdl' or two h<.\i CVL"n hrort! of, if tho htcr�turc which }'.':1� shorti�/ for yuuug p Ot)lc� plchtr<Jl lll�,,;,�i 
.• .-, .-earl, J novel called toburs,cutfromthc Cn;.bt•esn. are Probably mur� fir.uu.:•nllv 
c·r .. cutync T.tuudcr written by a Bul it was 11 flood \�·l::ch ui�t profii:ltle !li&n r.oYe!s Ot'r< ii· 
• . . ,r. named Mittclhoizcr who not carry Vic R.dd nlvne its th(•y bring kss fame). C't•rt.,laiy 
c;, rnc from Briti�h Guyana and sud&ce. :NeedinC �o esm a hvlng thrsc Re!ct llo>k� h;q·� bec·n 
h;,d been publ.s!te;l during the he hnd to esct.�v; the novel with widely �sed �� >Chools In 
WGii, In l�L. fSUt these writers itS S}O'r7 f!!1811CiJ! r!;�Urns �;�d J:unakll �:li�d r1�Hn..;-htte� Jl{1(Jlb�y 
were c·:cn .!lore remote. There �pant his wrlt!..l!.', tc.lc:�t O!l Trlmdad ::nd 'fdJ��o. A who!c 
, "-- r. 1: t:1c int�r�st in th producing sh�n atorie� and 'crf�� of thtM· � �s r-.pp�Hed 

��.1:... �;;n -.nkh 1� so common arliclespubli�hed bl.fJ :1crc u::d "S1xty-fi\c" tl3tGi whid; dc:!lt 
toa .. y .. nd people did not thin:, of with the :;am� ptr!od as the tlut 
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of NEW DAY: THf. YOU:-IG. 
WARiUORS (Tell!n� cf t!Je 
Mt:.rQ!.l;u} wb!th c�rmc cut in 
1 B � :J ; T H E f>i A C H E l: E 
MARINES which appeud ht 
1%& and PETER (on Samnt'l 
',la•lcv' St.i!rPe, h.motu ln 
J�mnican'h!�to�y) In '1'-n. Ne:t:t 
on iho: ligt fg "THE 
jAMA!CANS" -whlch the 
lasiltnte of JnmRiC.• !� bi"logitljl 
out and �h�u!d ll� avaB�lllc by 
the Bp:'ing oi :::ezt ) .. Car. It wlll 
de<:! wltll Jnan d<. 3olu, c11llcd. 

by �orne a Jamaic.:n pairlot, by 
r.th�rs, :1 traltor bnck In 1t.S8. 
Sav� Mr. ;•;evmc Dawt�. M.A. 
(O�on), ihc Manp,ger of the\ 
lnstliute: "We of the Institute 
illink it l! a gre a t llovt." 

P:seudonym 
P..s an aside it may be 

mer:tioncd that, under a 
pseudo:;ym, Vic Reid a!�o 
produced a thriller but, ar. he 
cr.nse to he anonymous. no doubt 
1M king on it only as a potbojh:r, 
it rnay be unfair to give its title, 
and the na;-nt: of its 
p;,,�udonymous a�<tho r although 
�is b!O;;rapher should includ;! it 
in his list of works, when and if 
ohc story of Vic Reid is written in 
detaiL 

Vic Reid's short >tories-r.� 
has written r..-:any of them-have: 
appeared locally, in Britain in 
the U.S.A. and in Canllda. Scm� 
o! them have been reprinted in 
anthologies such as From th�
Greeu AntHieM rsouvenir Press 
19ti6, anri later in paperbac:q, 
and Carlhh�en Rhyt�m3. the 

· p�perback collection prcduced 
by Pvcket Boo!<s through 

·Washington Square Press which 
appeared early this year. He has 
also written for radio and 
television. 

What of the man hi:n::.elf" 
Bor:J m l9i3 he he has be::n· a 
Glean-er reporter, '.�orked for 
many local papcn and 1at(;� 
been editor of Public Opinion, 
Spotlight a nd l'icw D ay 
newsmagazines until he iorsook 
journalism fol- the advertisir.g 
wotld ar:d then went into the 
printing business. Among the 
;;wards which he has rec·�i·:ed 
are :> Guggenheim Fellowship 
(:-te w;1s the first Jamaic,1n tv 
reeeiv�� one} the �1usgra\·t� 
:>i edal from the [nstitlltr. (If 
JJr.w .. :J und a C�nada Counril 
Feilowshtp as well as an ;;ward 
from the Gonrnotm�n: of 
:",if.'xico. He was ,tppJlntcd 
Chairman of· th� Jam;;tc� 
\' <Hlilnal ':':-ust Carr. missior. l"st 
rear. :\t present he t� working 
on .1 biograph,v of �or:nan 
.\1�nle( He is marr:ed a;;d the 
h:hcr of four chJldren �n·� live5 
in the Rock r.;;di l\!ot.n:ains 
a\>ovc �ed H1lls . - /1' 
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