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Yictor §. Reid. v%ememann.
EN - WEST INDIAN literary
chistory 1649 is a date to by
remampered. In fhat year a
novel by a new writer appear-
ed  simultansousily in the
U.S.A. and in Britain. It was
t first of the West Indian
| postwar novels am‘: was - des-
i tined to immark a turning point
in our writing. Instead of one
~or two writers practically un-
known outside their own is-
lands the West lndian novel-
ists  were now to cone
crowding thick and fast on
the "steps. of Lhis pioneor
author wino had atfracted at-
tention in -the world oulside
of the Caribbean. The book
was, of course, New Day by
Vie Reid.

The year 1938 may bhe anethor
landmark 4n West Indian writing
and zizain the aithor o make the
Jandmark i is Victor Stafford Reid,
Tho book his latest and only

h.s second to he published — The
Leopurd——published in Britain by
l‘Io.xm:mx an and in the USA by
VK i Press.. ;

In & .;ro.‘x(icu,sl. a few weeks 150,
Phitip Sherloek referred: to thae
Faet that West Indians were srow-
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he thinks,
have a rifle. Nebu decides to

will alreost  certal

nozsession of this vifle and foll
thc naw Lrack.

Cn the new {rail Nebu think
his life before joining Uu,
Mau and we learn {hat (
to work as house hoy zo i w
man namoed Gibson und his you
wife, Oane one geeasion while

was alope in the house the rg
long awaited. had come at last
Nebu in hkis joy had tessed off
his 8lothes and dance naked.
Gibson returned unexpectedly
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ing up ealiurally, and cited as sn
instanee of this the faet that Vic
Reid had sought the suhject mat-
ter of his new ‘book in Africa.
This may be an overstatement but
fhere is a point in it. However the
sxg,m.xc'. nt thing u.)ou‘ "the  Lec
pard 15 that here is @ book by a
West Indian which is aot a mere
iravelogue, a description .). West
Incian life thinly covered hy 2
skimpy vlot; it is litetatuve., It
may be destined to be 1c_c5;.u"od
reading and may become a classie,
Ity trulv zu} n.n)res:mfe WOI'X.

V’C REID has choscn for the piot
of his new book an incident !
the \Idv Mau rising in Keaya. His
hero, iNebu. is an African, on c_ of
a band of Mau Mau who have just

sached and burnt a white settler’s
hoinz — “made  beautitul™ the
seitices  as  Nebu thinks of the

slaughter. The band possesses cnly
a few rifles and Nebu is nrot ong
of the lucky rifle owneors. It s
xm“o"'mt for  him to have, one
and as he thinks ihis he sces a
track leading away from the dij;ec—
tion {n which the o-md is moving.
1le ‘examines the track and sees
L ihatdt is that of.a wnue mnruam..

wrenged the

her clothes

sticking Lo her as she
haid been

caught i the sudden
dewapour, She saw  the nakod
Nebu  danciug and  a spark  of
passion fiazmed between the two.
They vyielded to il and niune
months later a son was born. Gii-
son kinew at onca that it was not
his child and that the father was
Nebu. In his rase he killed the
mother while Neobu waiched from
ouitside and then ran -away.
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arc given the know-

AFTER we
‘ledge of what had happened
years: ago, Neba reaches the end
of tha trail; he catches up with
the white man. It turns out to be
CGibson limself. The shoeck un-
nerves Nebu for a moment and in
that momeant Gibson has time to
fire his gun. Nebu is wounded but
kills Gibson and so gats possessien
of the rifle. Nebu discovers that
Gibson was not alone: with him
was the voung hoy thai had heen
bora to his wife. Nebu's son.
Nebu knows that he .had
whitz man by deceiv-
ing him with hiz wife and
must make reguital. . There is a
price to be paid but the voung Loy

nausi—irst be returned - to: the
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b»—})f the ‘Africans having been faken i
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The wounded Nelin
t out on the journev
ansmsgen. ey (art el wléne, as
they are followed by o leopard.
The leopard smells Nebu’s fester-
ing wound and knows that here
will be easy hunting as the wound-
od man will grow weak. The story
of the requital for Nebws.sin s
{eld m Lhc journcy.

white peaple.
and the boy se
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ch Reid has told this smm!cl
fale 1a — to Guote a review in an
Yinglish paper — hd‘mtmﬁw beau-
tiful' laneuange. More than that. he |
has got into the mind of the Alri-

cin Nebu and i the reader is able
to trace lor hinecil the foreeg
which  trove. Nebu, ’ﬂw reader

does not merely see tiie hero, ay in
(80 many West fndian bizoks, meets

ing with incident afler purposeless
Incident. This is a very thought-
~dul hook. "the author, corrveetly.

loes not discuss the averall pie-
ure of the reasons for the dis
y=turbhance in l{crlya, and only onca
a comment made about the lan:d

way. This is su;,-n(lv Jarriag

as !
otl the reader

and for Nebu the |
present is “what mat-
Tive bad\"xmmd which has
dllc-(,(l Nebu 1o be in this pusition
not of moment. LUl this is a
crv minor point end should aot
ashe held against the author, parti-
anls as it eccurs only once.

A um(wn has been made that

is teo unreal. This iv not a valid
criticism; had the mecting heen !
the end of the book the point

wogld'hzwe been well taken. As
is, if the white man had not
been  Gibson  there would  have

bren no story. It is alter meeting
Gihson that the real story is uir-
folded and certainly the readey
has been prepaved for it by Nebu's ‘
having thought aboul his nr(:vicm-: ‘
employer and made him real fo,
the reader. The author had with
great skitl set the scene for the
nmeefing with Gilison.

There is one poini which may
ke a trifle upseiting when vou first
meet it. The author describes the
little half-bred bov not as brown
which we in Jamaica would ex-
pect. hut as grey. Poetic licence,
perhans, and there must ba a very
good reawon for this be the
ovaiseas market. Undoubtedly Vic
Reid has showa himself to be too
carcful & writer for this to be an
oversight "but it may puzzle vou.

Vic Reid has served notice
the worid that whatevor is of in-
terest to him, no maiter where it

oceurs, is ml);ect tor his cierilve
ability. We do ot want ta sce avr

authors forsaking the Caribbian
plots elsewhere” hut
can write like Vie Reid the
world is open (o them and the
worid will bencfit  from the'u‘
roaming far alield, ey )
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