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Most readers of “New Day” idei
tify some of the figures of Pamd
II1I with living nersons. The criis
cisms of tiis part of the book areg
pased on these identifications. ™=

The reader assumes that -Gartd
Campbell is N. W. Manfey. Ther
IS noL wanting sonmie cevidence it
favonr of this view Garth take.
a Jead in the unionisation of Jab
our, just ws Maniey did: like Man
ley. he iounds a poillical parly.gC

is I,h-c%

Both are barristers.
Muehh mare remarkable

fact that Garth has a cousin witih
a Spanish nante, Carlos Fernandez.
who has lived mostly in Cuba.
conmes’ Lo Jamalea, in the ’thirties,
as a tall. white-haired man (p. 349,
sebs up in business. founds a union
which is apparentlv called the Fer -
uandez Union (». 261), and is in-
terned during the war. Certainly
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this sounds like Manley’s  cousin

Bustamantle.

2Moreover. Fernandez 1s avieested in
Lhe 1938 alsiurbances, as  Busta -
AMante was, and bail refused (2. 349)
it is Garth wheo geis  Fernandez
gt of brison, bul has a difference!
with him later. which tnins pavtiys
un tine nane of the Union (. 3611 3
gl the second release of Fernandes

FEom internment an oben guarrel,
fazes: uh (0. 366). This  corresd

nds reagsnably well bo Qoints A 8

the carcers ot Muaiey and Busles
e, ] 5
~I"trthermore, Garth is
%;l girl called May Smith-Evors;
0 is descondrdfrom the Gernian

=
engalted

pelitician.” who visits Jamaica ana
tgkes an interest 1 Gartll's party.
§hi:h is acltually ~‘aunched’” m his
Jesence.
-'_E’Ehis; is the most strikine of tae
Apentifieations. Wiile Cribps came
.4) Jaraaics in 1938, Brices arrives
Mring the war, Garth's party has
éirm dy Seen Ciauncned”, and it has
hnve  an. rofiicial) wanching,
v prostize puicooases, i order bo
Goke dbs launehing resemble that
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1¢ anaungural meeting,

musy he  some  special
nce i this. The history
aitered to conform %o
and it is then

gignilic
as been
fome , pastern,

fo anonther.

settlers of Part 17(p. 353). It ap= hanged again to make it conforin
%ra that she is a sculptor (p. 356

dd she is therefore identified with
Me's. Manley. )
Finallv. Sir Stafford Cripps ag3-
pears as Sir Balfour Briggs.
the name is decidedly an ccno:
while Sir Balfour Briggs is called
an ‘“‘eminent British jurist and
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.Is thers any otner indication of
mpartang time-changes?
¥es. Garth Campbeil is horn in

‘15‘:13 (0. 262), aboub the time that

Manley was thinkiie of leaving

school: as a matter of fact. in the
Fhar when Mr. Reid himself was

born,

Perhaps it is now possibie to see
why Garth differs from Manley in
maore wavs than he resembles him.

For the differences are extraor-
dinary. Garth does not pursue his
profession and become a hrililant
King’s Counsel: he turns his back
on the sanital, and becomes a coun-
try business man identified wiith
tize agricultural interest: not to pui
too iine a point on it, he becomes
5 fugar manufacturer, and starts
samelhing which sounds rather
like a “‘comvpanyv union’'.

All this reguires -anothier reversal
of the order of events, for Garin
has to make nis first efiort at or-
ganisation of the workers (hefo=:
his change in way of life), at same
time before 1938,

Otherwise, Mr. Reid mnst aboiish
1938 as a Year of creative chanzc,
and make it what it geivalily was-—-—-
‘a wear of .experiment like the
earlier year of the novel ey

Now it is absurd to suppose tha.
Mr. Reid dees not know the dis-
crepancles between his ' narrative

-and histarical faet: that he is un--

aware. for example. that Sir Staf-

ford Cripps came to Jamaica in
1938. It is preferable to arcent Mr.
Reid's own statement that “The

entive Campbell family of myv nar-
rative s fictional” In that case.
everything ralls inte an intellieibie
paitern. The story of Part IiI. is
Nowbistewyr iosds Ti0 ot Rire TR me.
to create a true hmpression of the
strains and conflicis of the Nre-1944
period. Lut aiming at an avtistieci-
lv. comuicte pialure instead of an
acenrate photogranh,
The nmoment one bseging @@
7 the £a.8t5 of Mmistory. asyou nk
modifv the ontline of a hill or 4
tree in painting it. von bevrin ta be
inflnenced by  something which
does nos affect you as a landseape
i T deeiding ohat a pro-
tuberance shotld e sinsothed off

fihe hiile or a eranch added o B
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tro T Jou are ecuided only by your
¢ taste. your aesthetic sense. 15

modifying the facts of history, we
inevitably applv a moral judegment,
and we prodiuce something whien
is more satistactory to our sense ot
right. than are tihe real events of
the past. Mr. Reid has in fact pro-
cuced, in Partwud i Parh TII
alike, something more rounded oflf
than the facts. and morally niors
satisfving.

Accordingly. Mr. Reid has usen
Manley and Bustamante only as
sources of his characters. Ehxe
country would have been saved. he
teelsy:if someone yownger - than
Maniey had appeared before 1938.

i eit with the coun-
i EENERCLIENOIE agielIlan

athetie atiliude
Deie witivpedind

an island-wide deniand for self-
government and © aduals, suffraga.

Such a man “will be leader of the
new Government after the Generai
Elections ip. 5). not hcpelessiv
beaten at the polls a month after
achleving the triumpih of the new
consittution: and sucih a man (to

" pursue the thought for . ourselves.

since it is not exvressed in  thr
beok) will make a oreaf ruler.
Rl el traeteiRol =Gt o ant:
Fernandez, therefore. are no more
“real” than those of “Aldenburg”
and “Humphtey™in Part 1. - Just
a3 Aldenburg is aiot von Ketelhod*.
but the symboi of the planters and
their 19th centurv nolitical domin-
ation. just as Humphrey is not
Cooke. but the snubol cf an Es-
tablished Church: in alliance with

the planters, so Garith and Fernali-
ciez are not Maniey and Bustaman-
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te. but symbois of the nrnew liber-

ating forces of the 26th ceniury.
Is there anything - in  common

beitween the sirugele in 1865 ana '

that beginnine a few years ago?
In the novel. the whole idea is ‘thaw
there iIs cgalinuity, and this cen-
tinuity is  represented by the
Camnbell tamily. And tlie war-
cries of the liberating movements
bear some resembiance. Only, Mr.
Reid suggests. the men of 1365 were
too extreme and' toeo much in a
Jhrry.  Bogle  wanted  secession.
AGarth asks for self-government in-
ide thie Empire. Bogle is represent:
ed as wanting acdult = suffrages

earor dosatn.. 21805

Ssuffrage”, and Bogle's revolution-
Rry action is therefore meant to b
ontrasted with the prudent agita
ion of Garth (. 362). :

o
o o

sen sacrificed to the
ccntinuity. Bogle and nis contem
poraries never dreamed of secession.

whereas the 20th century did pro-

1duce an “‘independence’ mevemen:.,
(The men of 1865 were not iainking
Nof adult suffrage. nor even, special-
4y, of a more “advanced” constitu-
tion: in so far as they did. von
Ketelhodt was one of the few pen:
nle of the time who thought some
kind of responsible government
feasible.

pdhough it is Davis who makes thed
a Mr. Reid’sg

UneN gy Evir, Reid is

cefatory  remarks making iy
ne thinks theres

amour of the
rancnised’ for  universal aduld

A
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Here ihie facis have everywheres-
theory off.
T

5 1¥

~ Tne enemies of progress in Part
1. are the *rich planLer—men"_. ¥4 ¢
buckra overlords,” who are able i

fare sumptucusiy i spite of a
- three-year urought..  Maosy of. the
lanters in 1365 were poor:

had. in fact, no time to give Lo DUD -
lic service, as a rule..because thev

lived “frcm hand to mouth?,
was sonce yerpdikeq ) ? To Shis un-
liistorical class there corresponas

ancther unnistorical class in Part
III: “English aristocrats who have

gever beerin the island in %their

dves.,” Garth assures us, own “most
f the s factories.”

o Tie weakness of the book, thesl

mes in the second wart, not in the

ugar

third. Too much is lefl  unex-
mjained. If the country has steadi-

{3 gained in nationai feeling during
gBventy vears. why does Garih have
t6 fight the same forces as Bogle?
- conscious of th
Jfficulty. He makes David's s0:1
wave his hand “like Baron Aldex -
burg” (p. 2€3). whien symboilises
the compiacency of the money-

makiug success-worshipvers of the
imtermediate generaticn to  wnon

> mrational feeling meant progressive -

less. And he gives no ascaunt
of the collapse of the oid oppressive
systemi. He is interested oniy in

ti8 end of the House of Assembiy;
whereas the real strongholds of re-
action were ilie Vestries and the
law c¢surts. so that tile abolition of
the ane and the reform of the
other after the rebellion ended tii
worst features of class domination.
To stress this. however, would make
the  intermediate generation of
noney-makers still mere puzeling
and Incongruous.
Instead of this. Mr. Reid makes
Davie skulk on a cay and develop a
compleX, while nis son returns to
jsamalea, but is in fact in spiritual
ibanishment from it. The weak-
‘ness of the book lies in the inde-
{eisive impression left oy Part II
which deals with the cay episode.
.. We have still to consider what
m fact Mr. Reid has produced. It
ib 311ot an nistorical novel in the
oMoz sense. Is its specia}
et o What is its specia;
{To be conciuded.)
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