
REID TELLS ... 

'How to write a novel 
''

W
RITE WITH pas­
sion and with lo-
ve." That's Vic 

Read's prescription for writing a 
novel which you can be proud 
of. 

At any rate, that's pan of the 
process he has used in writing his 
own numerous novels and short sto­
ries. Reid revealed this to his audi­
ence · in the New· Arts Lecture 
Theatre, University of the West In­
dies, Mona, on May 1 during a talk 
which he entitled "How to write a 
novel - my way". 

The talk was the penultimate one 
in the UWI's Caribbean Studies semi­
nars series for 1986, the theme of 
which has been "Voices in Caribbean 
Literature." A panel discussion on 
that theme held on May 8 at the 
U�l was the final offering in the 
senes. 

Introduced by Dr._ Michael Dash, 
Head of the Department of Fren�h 
and Gem1an, as "a novelist, biogra­
pher and prophet honoured in. his 
own counry" - Reid has received a 
number of national honours for his 
writing - the author said he thought 
writers were "the greatest people in 
the world". For the talk, he said, he 
would regard his audience as "writers 
in one form or another" who were 
interested in how he wrote his own 
work. 

Language 
Reid then spoke of the creation 

of his first published novel, "Ne\\ 
Day", which "began taking form in 
1942". The book was written with 
an "angry feeling", he said, for he 
intended to show in the book that 
Paul Bogle and George Wilham Gor­
don .. were not criminals." His re­
search rook him to. old manu�cript� 
in the library and later to Morant 
Bay. He spent a day in the Srony Gut 
area to "get a feel" of the place. 

Being '\lightly commercial in out­
look" and "quite sensible", the au­
thor said, he decided to use the 
Jamaican dialect in such a fash1on 
that it could be read all over the 
world. He wrote the work in ,, way 
to "keep the atmosphere .md 
rhyrhm" of the Jamaican languagl·. 

"New Day" quickly "took hold of 
people's imagination", Reid said, and 
I was so delighted, I wrote 'Sixty­
five' "which also deals with the 
Mo'ranr Bay rebellion. This he wrote 
"in an easier, gentler way." 

Reid was ediror of Public Opin· 
ion and living in Gordon Town, he 
said, when "along came the Mau­
mau (in Kenya) and the fore1gn press 
deciding who were the good guys 
and the bad guys. I thought: 'How 
dare you call my ancestors so!'" He 
decided to write about the Africn 
situation, and the book "The Leop­
ard" resulted. 

He had not yet been to Africa, he 
said, but would watch the Gordon 
Town hills around his horne for 
hours, would watch the action of the 
rain on the hillsidl', and imagine he 
was in Kenya. What he saw would 
do for the African setting, he decid­
ed. 

'Each word a gem' 
"New Day" was written in five to 

six months, he said, which was fasr, 
.considering "I wanted each word a 
gem" and of not more than tw6 
syllables. 

The book, which was '·quickly 
snapped up" by an English publisher, 
got "great reviews". Re1d sa1d that 
when Time magazme praised it, a 
local reviewer "who hadn't read it" 
telephoned him to congratulate h1m 
on writing a "great book". It was a 
long time, Reid s .. 1id, before he gor 
his Silver and (later) Gold Musgrave 
med.:1ls. 

Because, the author said, there 
was a paucity of Jamaican books for 
children being used in schools, he 
next wrote a couple of books for 
children, "Young \X!arnors" and 
"Peter of Mount Ephra•m ". Reid said 
that in his children's books he ne1er 
"writes down" to children; he writes 
them with .. 1s much "pain and suffc­
rmg" as he writes his adult books. 

Reid wenr on to 'ralk of rhe 
wnting of '"The Jamaicans", whidt 
shows Jamaican histol) "lrw1; !Jl� 
pomt of ·iel\ "; .1nd P'· , I o<'ks on 
t\\ o Nariornl H ,,e,, N .. mnv an,) the 
M.HO" . .• nJ Norman � _;qlingron 

' ... my way 
By Michael Reckord 

Manley. The book on Manley, a 
biograhy, Reid said he wrote because 
Maley had asked him to. Unfortu­
nately, Reid said, within weeks of 
the two beginning to talk seriously 
about the work, Manley died. 

The author spoke of his great 
admiration of Manley, who had long 
been a friend and who had encour­
aged him in the writing of "New 
Day". In the Manley biography, Reid 
said. he tried to "get inside" the 
National Hero, not simply wnte a 
superficial chronological history. 

During the quesnon and answer 

session, the .Juthor told his audience 
that his research had informed him 
that the name Jamaica could not 
have been <Ill Arawak word, for 
Jamaica was a district in Palestine 
during the !line of Christ. 

On the subject of language, Reid 
said that he thought there was noth­
ing "more gorgeous" than the sound 
of Jamaican dialect - though Jamai­
cans have a problem reading ir. And, 
he said, the English language has 
been ours tor 450 years. "Let's keep 
it," he said. Let's do with it what we 
did with crid<et - bear the teacher." REID: writers "the greatest people in the world.'' 


