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SIR PHILIP Sherlock, who died yesterday, has been a towering 
figure in Jamaican life for several decades. Educator, historian, 
social worker, poet and philosopher, his' multifaceted talent, from 
which he contributed generously to the enrichment of the nation, 
made him a truly great Jamaican. 

One of the two distinguished sons of a Methodist Minister of 
religion (his brother was the late Rev. Hugh Sherlock O.J. anoth­
er patriot) Philip Sherlock lived a life of scholarship throughout 
his many days. 

His exemplary public service began in the schookoom when, 
after graduating from Calabar High School, he started a teaching 

· career: first at his old school and later at the prestigious W olmer' s 
Boys' School where he was headmaster. 

But Philip Sherlock was not destined to confine his tremendous 
talent to the classroom. He soon found another outlet for his intel­
lect when he took on the challenge of running the Institute of 
Jamaica, the island's cultural centre, and thereby establish him­
self as a cultural icon. 

His crowning achievement - indeed, his monument - is the 
University of the West Indies which �e worked with passionate 
zeal to establish and which he guided with dedication and distinc­
tion for many years as its illustrious Vice Chancellor. 

A knighthood from the British Monarch was a deserved reward 
for a lifetime of service to his country in the pursuit of excel­
lence. National honours and international recognition also deco­
rated his career. 

His life has now ended at the grand old age of 98. A proud 
nation honours his passing. 

The opinions on this page, except for the above, do not necessarily reRect the views of The Gleaner. 
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