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By CLYDE SANGER
P OBODY COULD hay
pier grounding in
& thal lace Jamaica and
000 people than Hugh
ter, the new Prime Minister ard form-
fer Minister of External Affairs.

1R '@ had a bet-
P
: &

its 1.500,-

{ As Donald Sangster lay criticaily ili
’m a:Montreal hospital
!morrhage vesterday,

{Cabinet was meeting in Kiagsion o

;endorse the choice for his stccessor

i aircady

made by the ruling Jamaica
Labor Party. 1
/

. Has close ties

: ndsom athletic-looking 43,
A handsome and athletic-lcoiing 43

:Mr. Shearer was born near the rorth

coast port of Falmouth, close to the
sugar and banana areas. Not far in-

country; so he grew up, a schoiarship
boy going through St. Simon’s Col-
Jege, close 1o the background of what |
are now the island's two main indus-

j-and the trade union world at the ag

e

- member of several industrial boa

e

tries.
He mo 7ed-into the cenire.of paliti

)
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{ 18, when he ]omed the staff of the
Bu;tdmante Industrial Trade Union
and the editorial staif of The Daily
 Worker.

Within six years he was 2 busy
vds,
including the Sugar Weliare Bourd.
He was on numerous joint incustriai
councils, irom banana plantations and
cane farming to the printing trade. It
was nct long before he became Island
Supervisor and vice-president of the
. BITU, second only to Sir ‘\Tz\ande*
Bustamante himself.

He had seven ycar-v, a the Lower
House from 1955, and sd¢ for Western
Kingston, the problerm slum arca of
the capital. In 1962 he moved to the
Senate to become leader of Govern-
ment business in the Upper House,
with a Cabinet seat as Minister with-
out Portfolio. So he has the advantage
of experience in both Houses, as well
as being slightly removed from recent
rivairies.

In 1961, ke began atiending the
United Nations regularly, and has
headed the Jamaican delegation to

. the Geneiral Assembly since independ-
- ence, When Mr. Sangster became for

our short weeks Prime Minister after
the February elections, Mr. Shearer
was the obvious choice as External
Affairs Minister.

In February, when S Alexander {i-
nally gave up the prime ministership,
he nanded on to Mr. Shearver his own
electorai constituency as vell as ef-
fective leadership of the BTl M.
- Shearer thus hdb a broad base of per-
i.-sopal power. e
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the problems |

4\\'>nn Shear- || P

with a braia he- |
the Jamaican |
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land in Trelawny parish is the bauxite
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i I\'ormar. Man
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Drisiepie plamorare
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I'nere are abyious dangers here. His
long and close association with b

oid chiei must beaueath hu
c:mies,

al Workers Un
“l(‘.\"a J’G(:}';XC..

SO “C e
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-giculriv amons
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arty. The NWU is strong
ite industry, where great expansion is
planned.

But the dangers musi be oulwe:

by his fndmate keowledze ol T
can apriculitre. Boih };‘..l\.\ Tougiiz
the election on the need ior laind re-

forsn, 10 end subsisicnce farming on

e

tiny hiliside holdings. How to do this
during the comparatively shart lime
that stepped-up tapping of bauxite de-
posits gives Jamaica extra cash {or
drastic changes is a mejor problem
lacing the new lesder.

This knowledge, aliied 1w his experi-
ence in foreign affairs, is a gh. o a
Government now having to iackle sev-
eral diiTiculi negotiations. A crucial
question for Jamaica is \\“etlzcr il €af
help persuade the main consumer

i‘ countries to make a more {avorahle

'

! offered

: Internaticnal Sugar Agreement this
year. Only the special quota and price
Commonwegiti Caribbca-1

‘sugar by Brivain nas kept this bas;
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Jamaican industry out of the red m

recent years.

Again, the question of whether Ja-
maica foilows Trinidud and wpplies o
join the O.'g,xn.m-t on 0f  Americsn

s is one Nir. Sheaver must hu
been studving ¢ some tinme. Gl;idin;
i these palicies should not ve diificuls,

\for he ‘:as alreacdy felt the reins.
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Some have suggested the agpoint-
ment of Jamaica's first Negro Prinie
Minister (Mr. Sangster is Creoie. aad

Sir Alexander acded claims of Spau-;

ancestry) could release
. anti-white feelings. The
more likely: those who have recently
become more racially coascious will
be pleased the: country pas a darker-
skinned leader. Mr. Shearer himseif
has the reputation of a moderate,
would hardiy want to Ian emotions.
His years as member ior
Kingston gives him another
tage i the giurabling violenve.there of
the past year erupt

pent-up

A hezavy loss

The loss of Denald Sangster, with
his quiet competence and financial ex-
pertness, is a heavy one for Jamaica
at a critical time, But other Cabinet
ministers, who may be disappointed
that they were passed over in the
succession, will admir the new Prime
Minister has the broades: qualifica-
tions for the post. With some luck, ia
commodity prices and other iriesns-
tional negatiations, Jamaica
Mr. Shearer could be enteringe an
citing  period  of
grow 1.
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