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] Ther; s hla;rd[y any: person i sig ALEXANDER'S WITHDRAWAL FROM .
amaica w i 2 THE POLITICAL scene has also changed other
o, folzﬂ I—?e surpnsed at th"things to a great extent. ;‘or instanfe, one r-e;
selection of the . /sult has been a loss in the personal power ¢
) | J iy onl' I.‘IUgh Shear Mr. ivormandManley. It seemfhtl'éat %t-_iople {va-
€| as amaica’s turally paired Mr. Manley wi ir exander,
} = .pO ltlcal man oixand therefore the withdrawal of one means tie
1967. He has towered head and gradual eclipse of the other. It is not that Mr.
Manley has lost his public standing:; it is just
shoulders over every other Jamaicanthat people do not think of him any longer as
litic 4 i " the man to beat Mr. Shearer, in the same wayv
politician this past year in the im-as he was always considered the man to bcat
& 3 ot .. Sir Alexander Bustamante,
pact he has had orr the polltlcal life In other words, since the elections in Febru-
f . 3 . ary, the Jamaican political scene has taken a
of Jamaica and in the influence new turn and started a new chapter and it %ell
h h h d 3 2 to Hugh Shearer to be the man to place his
€ has had on publlc affaxrs. stamp on the new period. And he has dcne a
Indeed, as a public figure he has burst femarkable job. -
out on the Jamaican scene in such a The irony in the whole thing is that
speetacular fashion, laying his hands on Mr. Shearer did not consciously seek
all aspects of the national life, that it office until the last moment. It is not
made it unnecessary this year for me to that Mr. Shearer did not consider himself
balance and weigh one against the other 25 ever being Prime Minister of Jamai-
individual contributions to political de- €3 in spite of the fact that he resisted
velopment in Jamaica made by one claim- all the pressures brought to bear on him
ant or the other for this title. by Sir Alexander and Lady Bustamante
I must reming ygu that this column selects t0 remove Mr. Sangster and take over
every year’s end, the man or the woman wh 1 i
has made the greatest irnpact on the isla‘*xd‘z leadgrshxp OF. A pal‘t)j S e
public (more specifically political) life for guod €lection. It was more in the nature of
%Iie?(zi;dgxr‘ldB??t genterally sx;&akirl}g neither Sir Mr, Shearer that he could not see himself,
£ staman g ! - g 2
ley, QC. the two stalwarts of  the  omna1- a5 others could see themselves, actively
political scene were considered for selectinn,
since in the very nature of things their ou:-
standing rivalries so controlled and directed the
political energies of the Jamaican public, that
it would have been well nigh impossible to se-
lect any person but one of these two year afler
Yyear after year.
The scene has changed. Sir Alexander Busta-
mante, thrbugh age and infirmity, has with-
drawn from the political field: and that is what
has been responsible for the change in the facts
of political life in Jamaica today. Up to 1he
time of his withdrawal, the grand old man of
Jamaican politics relished the situation in which
the late Sir Donald Sangster found himself, It
meant that he could use factions within the
JLP and control everyone that way, because
everyone was then jostling for succession and
Sir Donald didn’t know where he would get
support if he should make a frontal attack cn
the citadels of leadership.
It is perhaps a pity that Sir Donald lived
only for one month after his assumptien of
uncircumscribed power, for we have no way
og knowing just what kind of Prime Minister
Sir Donald would have made without the
overriding presence of Sir Alexander and
withou't having to worry about the fact of
Ml.'. Lightbourne and Mr. Tavares looking
critically over his shoulders at his every
mave for a chance to supplant him. -

removing Mr. Sangster from a position he
had spent many years in creating simply
because Sir Alexander wanted it so. In
fact Mr. Shearer placed the whole weight
of the BITU behind Mr. Sangster in that
fight for leadership. At that time he was
prepared to give Mr. Sangster the leader-
ship of the Jamaica Labour Party for as
long as he wanted il, while he stayed
back and looked on, content in the belief
that he coyld position himself behind Mr.
Sangster and assume leadership when
Mr. Sangster retired.

But this was not to be; Sir Donald Sangster,
as he was then, died, and Mr. Shearer wase
forced by circumstances and by the proddiug
of elements within and without the JLP, to
consider himself for immediate leadership.
There were many who did not relish leadership
by either ‘Mr. Tavares or Mr. Lightbourne and
these were the only two, alternatives, if Mr.
Shearer did not choose to stand.

It is an interesting commentary on the
strength of Sir Alexander’s advocacy that Mr.
Shearer was his political heir, that many per-
sons considered him just that, at a time when
he held no post of leadership within the Ja-
maica Labour Party Executive and in fact did
not campaign for the post of Prime Minister,
He was in Canada with Dr. Herbert Eldemire
at Sangster’s beside while Mr, Tavares and Mr,



Lightbourne were carrying out their cam. _ MI. Shearer's accession to the Prime Minis-
paigns among the MPs and the JLP brancnes. ter’s office, therefore, has ushered in a new era
What campaign there was for Mr. Shearer was iR Jamaica’s politics, effectively and conclusive-
undertaken unbidden and jointly by Mr. Ed- ly marking the end of the Bustamante/Manley
ward Seaga, Mr. Edwin Allen and Mr. Vicicr period, yet still holding the reins of power, <o
Grant. And so it was that Mr. Shearer went far, firmly in the hands of this remarkable
straight from the Palisadoes Airport on his re- | family of first, second and third cousins w0
turn from Canada to face the other two candi- are the descendants of the legendary Old Man
dates in ballots to select a new Prime Minister, Shearer. . £
something which had only come about because Since his election as Prime Minister, Mr.
both Mr. Seaga and Mr. Grant had preventad » Shearer has won more support in the party and
the Governor-General from taking unilateral strengthened his position among _the back-
action in favour of one of the other candidates benchers of his Parliamentary Majority aqd
— Mr. Lightbourne. among party delegates at large, as expressed in
Up to this very moment Sir Alexander tried his unopposed election to be 1st Deputy Lead-
to use his considerable influence in favour er, under Bustamante, at the party’s last annual
of Mr. Shearer. At the balloting, Mr. E. C. L. convention.

Parkinson, the then JLP Chairman of the b
Executive, received from Sir Alexander a In the Cabinet he has taken chargg as Mr.
angster was never permitted to do, d has

letter to be read to the MPs. The letter was a S, \ e 3 .
strong recommendation for Shearer, but be- given it positive leadership. He demands action

fore the balloting Mr, Parkinson called the from his Ministers and he gets it. The result is

three contestants together — Shearer, Tavares that the Cabinet is doing more work and the
and Lightbourne — and after reading the Civil Service is getting Ministerial decisions

letter to them, proposed that it should not be Promptly. R
read as requested by Sir Alexander because His public pronouncements, particularly on

____ violence, and the need for work and sacrifice,
it could be interpreted as a “speech” and it the “no nonsense” sobriquet which he created
had been decided before Shearer’s return to! for himself, all have a touch of the old Busta-
tge ilsla.nd that none of the three contestants mantg lmagic,i with something added — the
should address the MPs gathered to choose a forcefulness of a younger man. A
new Prime Minister for gJamaica. Although The result has been that Mr. Shearer has haa
this was a serious disadvantage to Mr. great response and cooperation from all sec-
Shearer — he had not yet had a chance to tions of the community, even PNP Opposition
speak to anyone and had been unable to cam- members attack him much less than they were

— he agreed to Mr, Parki ’ There is a gener: §

g o7 0 Dk i the Police in particular have  taken
not read to the MPs. Undoubtedly this de=- on a new image, in spite of the fact that eri-
prived Mr. Shearer of very powqrful support minal violence is still high, though now mFucn
from among the MPs who had “een subject- more subdued than had been the case before
ed to intensive campaign manoeWvres by the Mr. Shearer took office. Probably a clearer -

other two Ministers, Mr. Lightbourne and Mr, dicator of Mr. Shearer’s impact on the islan’s
was seen in the movement of stocks and

Tavares — over two.weeks. This was keeping affairs - :

with the character of the man. shares. Share values are still moving upwards

The result of the balloting has not ever been and the economy which had slowed down 'ri%n;
given officially but it is generally knowr. My, siderably is still maintaining momentum. is
Lightbourne was knocked out in the first ballot is an expression of public confidence in the ncw
when the MPs voted 12 for Tavares, 10 for leadership remarkable for any country which
Shearer, 8 for Lightbourne and 1 vote was de- had changed two Prime Ministers in a matter
liberately spoilt. On the second ballot, Mr, Oof two months and had just passed through a
Shearer received 16 votes and Mr. Tavares ia general election.
votes. Later this was upped to 17 votes for M. Also on the local scene, the friction betwcen
Shearer when the following morning Mr. Wake- the Government and the teachers has lessened
land from his bed in the University Hospital t0 a great extent since Mr. Shearer’s assum,-
voted for Mr. Shearer. tion of office. =

: IN THE INTERNATIONAL FIELD R,

AS WILL BE SEEN IT WAS AN EX- SHEARER HAS BEGUN w0 moiLb D ME.

TRAORDINARILY CLOSE ELECTION, ggbtlﬁereputatiqn giined at_the United Nations
3 L . i g years when he was Deputy Chief of Mis-
and this to my mind, is the main reason sion at the United Nations, and has ralchis d‘sa
why Mr. Shearer has made such an impact g00d image for himself and Jamaica among Eu-
on public affairs in Jamaica. He felt it, I jobcan Le€aders with whom a Prime Minister of
d 3 ; ca was making contact for the first time
am sure, essential to establish himself 2nd he .ontinued the amicable relationship be.
away from his small margin of ViCtory maieen oqonited States presidency and Ja-
and he has gone about it with a deliberate ® HE HAS ESTABLISHED a rapport with
policy of positive leadership among his 34{ Harold Wilson, the British Prime Minister,
colleagues and creating for himself an e‘cﬁ‘é’féngaifaléﬁﬂﬂ\ﬁﬁ?ﬁzﬂimﬁﬁé‘ : 1\t/1he~ gron
image of confidence in the public eye. The Who are privately to be consulted in r’:.ist‘ii
result has been a new dynamism in Jamai- N e Cé’{,“;‘,;’g‘g;algy IpEE et i 4
o tin . A n i i
can politics that has forever changed its Which he had to use all kindsguéfa"dﬁffgr‘ﬁ;d’é
course. The accent is now on youthful vi- {,‘1,‘;}1?2,?,-;"3;5135 &a;mficahtfgom the untenable
gour, not elderly wisdom, and but for the in Barbados had placed ugs, v?illllrréﬁfeﬁ-grrﬁnﬁmt
widespread respect in which he is held géfﬂg"f:;feé‘t’sC?;‘ehzshoget of his most notable
i 3 . ents, ad to repudiat 2 -
by his party and by the public, there is Inem. which Mr. Lightbourne ga g h:dagod%fgﬁt
little doubt but that Mr. Norman Manley, 0 ;’;‘ake- without appearing to repudiate it, and
would have been swept aside as leader of possibie the Lioc, tO resist as diplomatically as
o 2 3 possible the strong pressures brought to bear
the @pposition, in favour of Mr. Michael on him by the United Kingdom Government
Manley or Mr. Vivian Blake (with the 289 the Governments of the rest of the Conn-
N 3 : 5 ' 3 wealth Caribbean. It was a commendable
issue weighted in favour of Mr. Michael performance, and must lead to final
1 2 i8] acceptance
Manley) by the People's National Party, 9f the proposition that no West Indian territory
wliose members are now quietly arrang- f:iisaofr lgtt}’:te:owlgstf Egegieanwtlgritg:ieismer? 3}3‘_;!-
ing new line-ups for succession within f&?}‘;-t a?lr-, Eric Williams and Mr. Burnham not-
the party. —
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