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Prime ministers should be giVéh O.N.-Seaga:

Former Prime Minister, Edward
Seaga, yesterday called for the
conferring of the Order of the
Nation on all those who have
served the country as prime min-
ister.

The Opposition Jamaica
Labour Party leader suggested
that the first recipient should be
Hugh Shearer, 0.J., who served as
prime minister between 1868 -
1972, Seaga sald Shearer's 36
years of unbroken service in

Hugh Shearer .
Jamaican politics is one of the
longest records of service in Par-
liament both in the House of Rep-
resentatives ‘and in the Senate.
He also praised Shearer for his
role :in trade unionism, dubbing
him the number one in the entire
Caribbean.

Seaga did not say whether it

would be Michael Manley , Don:
ald Sangster or himself who
would be next in line for the
Order of the Nation which
presently is only conferred on
Governor Generals.

Presently, honours are glven
by the Governor General based
on recommendations and "no
prime minister wants to recom-
mend himself, Seaga said." .

He stated, hewever, that
those prime ministers who have
the highest honour of the hation,
that of National Hero would bé
excluded. This would affect two
of our national heroes, Sir
Alexander Bustamante, and Nonn'
man Manley.

Seaga said he has had dlscus-c
sions with- Prime Minister,
Michael Manley and the present
Cabinet on this.
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