" The Legislative Council later became the Senate. fis aprointment =
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EDWARD PHILLIP GFORGF SFACA was elected Prime Minister of Jamaica

on October 30, 1220, ¥e led the Orrosition Jamaica Lakrour Party,

of whick he had teen elected Leader in 1074, to a massive landslide
victory over the ruling FPeorle's Mational Party, at Feneral ¥lections
on that day.

Edward Seasa, ktorn on May 22, 1430, is a praduate of Farvard Tmiver-
sity (B.A. 1¢52). He was Leader of the Parliamentarv Coposition in
the Fouse of Rerresentatives from 1¢74, until the Cctoker 27 feneral
Elections. Prime Minister &eaga has served continucusly as Member
of Parliament for Wéstern ¥ingston for the rast 12 years, and has
held the posts of Minister of Finance and Planning (1°€7-1272) and
Minister of Development and Welfare (1962-12€7) in Jamaica Labour

Party governments, between 1262 and 127C.

As a member of the Cabinet, Mr. Seara was resnmonsible for developing
a comprehensive rance of financial instituticons to make Jamaica's
Carital Martet network a model for develonirng countries. These
include the: Jamaica Stock Exchange, Jamaica Develooment Pank,
Jamaica YMortgage RBRank, Jamaica ¥nit Trust, introduction ef ™erchant
Panking. ¥e a2lso represented Jamaica as: Governor of the ¥erld Pank,
Governor International Mnnetarv Fund, CGovernor Inter-American Develop-
ment Rank, Tovernor Caribbean Nevelorment Rank, Rerresentative on the
Council of the University of the Vest Indies.

Edward Seaga's nolitical career beran ir 1959, when the Founder and
President aof the Jamaica T.abour Fartyv, fir Alexander Fustamante,

invited him to serve in the Upper Fouse of the Jamaican Iegislature.

at the age of 29 made' him the voungest memker in the history of the
Legislative Council. He was also the youngest memher among the
architects of the 1962 Constitution whkick nrcoclaimed Jamaica as an

v

indepnendent country.

In April 12€2, ¥r. Seaga was elected Yember of Parliament feor ¥estern
Kingston (one of the peoorest areas of Jamaica) in the first Tarliament

rof Jamaiea. Fe was made a memher of the first Cabinet, and apnointed

Minister of Development. and Welfare. In_1367{ he retainecd his seat

in the Pouse of Representatives, and was made Yinister of Finance

and Planning. The signjficance of this assignment is that it ‘ertraced —+
national reséonsibilft& for hoth social and economic chanege in the
country; and‘it provided Fr. Seaga with the opvertunity to initiate

widesrread reforms in the areas of finance, culture, social develon-

:ment (particularly rural and urbar community development) and snorts.

In the snan of ten years as a Minister of Government, Fdwerd Seaga
]
spearheaded, or mas closely associated with, the estatlishment of a

large number of national institutions vital to thbe develorment of the

~new nation.
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He was responsible for planning and organising mgjqr ?C?"QTiC nrojects,
establishing codes and standards for orderly growth ihpﬁé%@ nublic

and private enterprises, and the building of a new spfrif among
Jamaicans through the recognition of their cultural heritage and the

practice of self-reliance.

Prime M¥inister Seaga established several of the island's network of
financial institutions, and introduced a comprehensive nrogramme of
tax reforms to strengthen the countrv's economic self-reliance,

reduce  the need for heavy aoverseas borrowings and fo‘build,un national
foreign exchange reserves. Fe also initiatecd the rrogramme of
Jamaicanisation, in which there was an order1§ transfer of businqss
from full foreign ownershin tc majority Jamaican cwnershirp. Thi§

was successfully effected in such areas as bankihg, insurance,
utilities, and nrime agricultural lands. ' '

The country experienced its most huovant economic growth and »nrudent
financial management during ¥r. Seaga's period of stewardship of its
financial affairs. :

Edward Seaga established the Urbhan Develomment .Corporation, which
“'undertook the redevelonment of the waterfront areas of Kingston,
Ocho Rios 2and:Montego Bay; parts of Neqril‘andrﬁellshire where a
new city of ‘a 156,000 nopulation has been: vlanned. All these areas

were previously derelict, mangrove swamps, or rugged terrain,

Today, some of the most monumental develoyments of the ¥ingston and
Ocho Pios skylines, as well as.other mnlanned urban communities,
are the result of this redevelomnment work.

In the field of culture, Prime Minister feaga’initiated thke Jamaica
Festival as a showcase for the island's talent in music, singing,
dance, drama, art and culinary activities. PFe introduced the Craft
Development Agency to encourage the exbansion of cottare industries
and set ur Things Jamaican as a sorhisticated »roduction cemnlex

for the work of the people.

He also encouraged research work in folk art, nromoted indipenous
bop music, and worked out the initial nlans for the Cultural Training

Centre vhich embraces the nerforming, pnlastic and'graphic arts.

. Internationally, }Mr. Seaga proposed the establishment of the Tnterna-
~tional Fuﬁd fbr théAf}nmot{bn of Culture (UNESCC), in 1671, and is

a. founding member of the Administrative Council set un by UNE?CO

to govern this new orﬂanisation,_which has respcnsibility for @drld
cultural development.

In aiding the search for a national identity, Fdward Seaga bhrought
back to Jamaica the remains of Marcus Garvey, Jamaica's first
Mational Bero. Fe alsc estaklished the National Feroes' Award,

introduced National FPeritage Week, =2nd formulated nlans for the



development of the Arawak Museum, the Seville }Museum and the historic
work of excavating artifacts from the sunken city of Port Foyal - aill

designed to embrace different nerinds of Jamaica's history.

Fdward Seaga's worl in community develerment is eaually impressive.

Fe wrote the tluepnrint, and organised the imnlementation, of the

One BPundred Village community »rogramme, in which total communitv
development was brought annuallv to 100 villages. Througk this plan,
there was concentration of develorment work in the field of literacy,
sports, craft, culture and cc-oreratives, in addition to the improve-
ment of community infrastructure.

The programme involved 10,000 villagers islandwide, some £,000 of, whom
found gainful employment through craft nroducticon senerated in the
villages.

The National Volunteers Organisation was a brainchild of Yr. Seagsa,
and before it was nhaséd out by the previous government, the NVC
made a notabkle contribution in mokilising Jamaicans to helr one
another, rarticulalry in activities related to the young, and to the
aged, in the Golden Age Programme.

It is the development of the human keing (and particularly the vouth)
that has always bteen of greatest concern to Prime !'inister Seara.

Pe once said that in all work the focus of attention must bhe on the
peonle. The cutstanding examprle of this creed in his work in
transforming a Fingston slum known as '"Rack-(C-¥all'" into a vibrant
community called '"Tivoli Gardens', a model of total develomment
vlanning.

This concept of complete community develorment features a maternity
centre, home economics centre and nursery school for infants, arnd a
multipurpose community centre with playing fields for recreation,

meetings, sports, craft and skill training programmes.

The results in national,cultural and athletic competitions have made
Tivoli Gardens outstanding in Jamaices as an example of what under-

privileged youth can accomplish with proper onrortunities.

Prime Minister Sesgga developed the concept of vouth centres, which

rrovided cultural and athletic facilities for the youth in major

urban areas. He organised the first network of islandwide inter- —— —

village sport competitions.

Edward Seasa introduced easy credit arrangements for students and
farmers. Through this facility, students could bhorrow money for
the costs of higher education, and repay after graduation. Small
farmers, for the first time in local history, oktained long-term

low-interest funds to finance total development of their holdings.
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Prime Minister Seaga has heen one of Jamaica's picneers in economic,
social, and cultural reforms. Fe has made ''Change ¥Vith Chaos" 'the

practicing motto of his successful nolitical voecation.

Pe has also had a successful carcer as , a financial consultant,
international financial adviser .and as the owner of a financial

institution since 1972.

Prime Minister Seaga was honoured in 1280, at functions celebrating

his 21st year in nolitics.

Mr, Seaga did advance studies in sociological research projects in
Jamaica, and is author of ''Develonment of the Child" and '"Pevival

Spirit Cults®.

In 1265, he married Mitsy Constantine, '"Miss Jamaica 194", - : They
have three children,\éhristophéf, Annahella and Andrew=lfarc.
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