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Mr. Patterson described the
| statement as “‘a direct threat to
| embroil the society in acts that
. are calculated to promote
. violence and blood-shed” and
" added that the intention was to

cause panic, fear, disorder and

hysteria in the society.
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“‘the -strategy is that on no .

account should any growth in .

the economy be.permitted as
this 1s fatal to their chances of
| ever becoming the Govetn-:
“ment™.
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Government's efforts to involve
“the Opposition in dialogue on
matters of national importance
including electoral reform but .
said *'the path of confrontation
is completely contrary to the
search for an agreement’’..
He said the threat of con-
frontation came at a time when
the Prime Minister was away
from Jamaica to attend a
crucial conference of Com-
monwealth leaders but
" stressed that during - Mr..
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Manlel's absence ‘“‘the country °
will remain safe and secure”.- |

The Deputy Prime: Minister
took. note of the recent floed |
damage and said efforts must |
e mobilised fully. for recon- - |
steuction. and not  for: tribal~:
confrontation. =~ o !

e said the prospect of |
confrontation was sufficient to

‘frighten would-be visitors and

even returning relatives {and
that the loss of tourist business.
would threaten the jobs of hotel~
workers. ; - f s
He spoke of the significance |
of the Independence season ‘and
noted that “‘certainly the threat .
of  political confrontation
cannot harmonise Wwith " the
spirit ~ which the  season
. demands’". '
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