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Following his recent announce­
ment of a timetable for r�tire­
ment from the leadership of the 
Jamaica Labour Party, 
Opposition. Leader Edward 
Seaga spoke with Earl Maxam 
about that decision and some of 
the implications. Excerpts of the 
interview are published below. 

EM: Mr. Seaga, you've just 
announced plans for your 
retirement. But are you really 
comfortable with this decision? 

ES: Of course! I wouldn't 
have made the announcement if I 
wasn't comfortable with it 

EM: I raise that .q uestion 
because even some o f  your 
close

. 
allies are claiming that 

you were pushed into making 
that decision. 

ES: No. That is not true. As 
I've explained, even to my own 
constituents, that decision was 
made from early in the year, 
when I looked at the future in 
terms of my own life interest and 
the party's own interest. I recog­
nized that this year I will be 74.
When the next general election is 
held I'll be 77. Assuming that it 
was w_on, I'd be going into eight 
years m public life, and that's a 
very serious position. And· I 
�ever, at any time, planned my 
hfe around staying that long in 
public life, having regard to how 
early I started. Now, if you take 
this 2007 benchmark, and you 
recognize that there is the 2006
Local Government election, you 
have to also recognize that a new 
leader would have to be in office 
for the year 2005 to make ready 
for 2006. Now, to be in office in 
2005 means the change has to 
come in 2004. So that's what led 
to the date of change. Now, as to 
the timing of the announcement 
in my mind i t  should be a� 
Central Executive, because that's 
the broadest and highest deci­
sion-making body, outside of the 
all-island General Confei·ence. 
!he first of the quarterly meet­
mgs was held on March 28. It's 
not a good time because it would 
be just before Budget and that 
would be very disruptive. The 
second was June 28 and this is 
where I had planned to do it, 
until it became obvious that we 
were not going to have a proper 
turnout for that session. And I
had to postpone the session to 
July 18. So, on that basis I
decided to hold until July 18. 

' ' 
EM: Why was it not going to 

be a proper turnout ou June 28? 

� ' y;ou had planned to remain neu- �-�r;::-;;;;;.�==--:---:==oiiiiiOO==;;;;o...--'-" 
ES: A new method of advising tral in the race does it bother left wil:h no alternative but to 

members was being ttied out and you that the contents of that let- rwrite him on the matter. But what 
it just didn't function well. Now ter to Mr. Golding (criticizing I wrote was a private matter 
I had mentioned to a group of . his leadership abi,lity), may betwee� �s, i� which I was, in 

MPs who had asked to see me prejudice some delegates effect, gtvmg him advice, howev­

pri vately, four days before th� against him? er strongly I had put it, because 

�entr_al  Executive, what my ES: Well, Mr. Golding has �y intention was to shock him 

mtentwi!s. �!{"e� B'oous.� wi J.Iil. admitted that he showed the letter mto understanding. You must 

four ·da-y!; fo go, I didn ' t'thi l� to .a .J{u_mber of close colleagues, unde�stand that throughout 

there was any harm. But it  start- and from that step it somehow Bruce s career he has been a sort 

ed to leak out, hence I had to for- found its way to the parliamentar- of protege of mine. Even when he 

get about July 18 and bring i l ians in Parliament on Wednesday left to form his own party, I 

forward to the date that I made afternoon. So the leak cante from brought him back, and I'm not 

the announcement. that side, and frankly, I think that saring things now that I have not 

I 
EM: Just to he clear: Upon was a huge mistake. I didn't wlite sa_Id before to him and, to a cer­

retiring as Leader of the Party him to, in any way, publicly �am e�tent,_ said p�blicly. But the 

you're still in Parliament; you expose my feelings. I wrote him mteqtwn _Is not m any way to 

are still the Leader of the to plivately to mge him to consid- ?ama,ge his campaign. Far from 

Opposition. is this a position that er the views I was putting to him, It! It was to assist him to, be the 

you will relinquish immediately? because I thought that these better l�ader that would assist his 

ES: No. You relinquish that 1 views, if he took them seriously, �amp�1gn, and it was not my

when a new leader is elected, would assist him to be the better mte�tiOn that what was said by 

provided that this new leader sits leader that he needs to be if his me m that letter would ever have 

in the Hous-e of Representatives. ambitions are achieved. been exposed and therefore left 

So I would await the outcome of EM: That having been done, him open to damage. 

a new leader being elected and do you plan to make any fur- EM: A t that very human 

the determination as to whether . ther statement to clarify what level, to what extent have you 

that new leader had a seat or not. 
been hurt by -Mr. Golding's 

EM 
you think of him as au aspiring 

· : Of course there's a see- leader? actions in tl:,le past few days, 
nario in which Bruce Goldi�g ES: No. I wrote the letter in all and prior to that, when he left 
who is now not in the Lower 

· d " d h N honesty and in good part because an .orme t e DM? 
House becomes the new. Leader ES W 11 I I couldn't get a meeting with him . 

: e , don't know what 
and therefore, by virtue of that, I phoned him the Thmsday night you mean by me being hurt by
he does.not immediately become and I postponed the meeting. I Mr. Golding, because I don't
Leader of .the Opposition. Does had to leave a m.essage on his know that he's done anything
that then leave you with any phone because I didn't get him. I other than to expose himself. He's 
furthe·r consideration where figured that he would contact J,ne , certainly not hurt me. He hurt
that is concerned? the Friday as I was going on I himself and that's unfortunate. 

ES: No. It's expected that Mr. before the conference in Montego EM: You have had a long 
Golding is  going to enter the· Bay from the Friday for a couple relationship with him; you say 
House. I don't know what arrange- of days of vacation. I defelTed my y�m:ve regarded him as a prc­
ments a,re being made, but I'm departure from seven in the mom- tege and some have e·ve 
sure that there must be some dis- ing till something like 2:00 or described the relationship as . 
cussions going on with one or 3:00 o' clock in the afternoon, father/son relationship,  so 

more members, as to who would expecting that he would ·h.ave there must be a human element 
give up a seat for him, so that a by- ' called. Mrs. Prudence Kidd- to that. 
electton would be held. Whether Deans had spoken with him that ES: Yes, there is a human ele­
that happens in time for November morning and reminded him that I ment, but I'm not getting the
or March next year, I cannot say;· wanted to see him and that I did- question that you are asking. 
but whenever the time is, I would n't want to see him for five min- EM: Well, essentially, I just 
have to make the transition. utes but for a good session. Well, want t o  elicit  from you

EM: West Kingston ... Do you he didn't call and I figured that whether, in terms of inter-per­
anticipate continuing to repre- after I got back in, on Sunday, sonal relations, you felt hurt by 
sent that constituency into a then on Monday he would call. the fact that someone who had 
new term? He still didn't do so and so I was been so close to you had initial-

ES: Most certainly, for the rest ly left the party and, having 
of this term, and quite likely for come back, there are the recent 
at least one other term, because evelo ments, o:.·---.�--
thcrc arc some major projects 
going on, which l certainly wish 
to see completed. 

EM: As far as the leadership 
race is coticemed assuming that 
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ES: No. The fact that be left 
the party, that's so far back I 
don't even remember what feel­
ings existed then. And he came 
back at my insistence. I didn't 
just bring him in; I brought him 
in eventually to a meeting with 
my four deputies and I said

. 
to 

them, this is my intention and 
they endorsed it. So it wasn't a 

decision that I made alone. Since 
returning our relationship hasn't 

· changed, but the position that he 
now holds is a critical one and 
one in which he has to operate in 
a certain manner. 

FUTURE LEADERSHIP 
EM: Are you comfortable with 

the thought of the future of the 
JLP being in the hands of Bruce 
Golding, as far as his leadership 
qualities are concerned? 

ES: I don't know that I can 
respond to that. There are short­
comings now that have to be 
dealt with. If they are dealt with 
then I would be comfortable; if 
,they are not, then I wouldn't be. 
. EM: You are comfortable 

with the thought that there are 
other viable prospects for lead­
ership of the party? 

ES: Yes. I am comfortable that 
there are other people who could 
be accepted as lea_ders. 

Tlf � � Q_OA-sq -eo/ UA./1 J 
� uV\ J� G; &oLrt0l 

Parliament over the past 
decade or so, your comment in 
the 90s about potential leaders 
in the party not being able to 
deal with complex matters has 
hurt your party. I've seen your 
side being heckled time and 
again over those words. How 
much would you say that your 
second tier leaders have grown 
over the last 10 years? 

ES: I think my second tier 
leaders have matured, and I am,. 
satisfied that they were doing a 
good job; all of them worked 
hard.; the fact that we were not. 
successful in 2002 I don't ascribe 
to any of them. We fell down in 
four or five constituencies, partly 
out of the negligence of the can­
didates and in certain specific 
constituencies because of the 
rain factor which affected our 
side more than the PNP. 

EM: Is there any major mis­
take perhaps a decision which 
you made, which, in hindsight, 
you have regretted? 

ES: I think that in inter-person­
al relations, which is not really 
my strongest point, that I could 
have made some mistakes along 
that line in the 1990s, which, had 
they not occurred, may have 
resulted in an easier passage for 
the party. But going into details 
now would involve name calling 
which I don't want to do. 

• See conclusion in tomorrow's 
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