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in hjs ·life and it w� trom 
thdc cultures that Roberts 
drew his deepest inspiration. 
Paradoxically it w a� his 
cosmopolitWn, his deep and 

. -
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abcut this time, set out J.n 
clt�ar r terms the · need fot . a 
n.ew politic;tl direction apd it 
is interesting to cqm,pare this 
document with the proba"Qly 

" 
• .  , mor(!\ widely. known. 'Jamaica 

abidin" interest in· these tmn J. ournaiis�ffl cne'er . . , · 
.Letter' of Simon Bolivar writ-

• ...,, )' ten in 1815. · 

cultures- that helped• to ·make · , .. :IN. THJl· UNITED·, STATES ROBERTs- RETURNED TO .
. im �e nationalist �e was 'to:· he' held many 'importa.ni edi- his homeland in 1951, then 65

become. • • . "t9rlal\ p01b ,and urved> al & 
I 

)'e&ri 01d to take Up perman-
AS the Gleaner edJ.torlal �ar correi]I'Onden' In Europe, ent· residence an�: at an are 

commentina on his death put . from .1911 . • to ··1916 .tor the. when molt. men think of re-
h: t Brooklyn Dall)t' Ea&'le. , tlrln&' tor reatln;- ·oJl .'their iaU:-

'Hia widtr vbioz, . mad• An important turning. point rels, be embarked on a round. 
J:.im aee \Jamaica· in· lt. ·con- · in. hi� life occurred in 1936, of cultural and literary' activi-

. iext. He w&a!obaeued by the WhCll -he· m�t. the Jamaican, tles·that- would have taxed· 
Cari bbean, the theatre of the W A. Domingo, in New York the . enerri�a of a m.uch youn&'- · . 

crea$ · conflict. of *orld pow- The outcome of this meetin;;: er ·mall. . 
. 

. . 
er and rival -cuUurea for·· wr.S the !ormation of the Ja- · Oqthe departure of. un.a Mar­
three· ·.hundred y�ars.. He mnlca· ·�op-e�sive Leazue. an son from . thl! i.sland� Rol:ie.rts 
aa.w Jamaloa no� as & 'lJetty · �ociation of Jamaicans living . wa11 appointed General_ Editor 
colony '"jth a provincial cui- in· the .United States dedicated of the Pioneer Px:ess. 'He 
ture, �ut as a central point to achieving sell-government fountled the\Bolivarian Society 
in the- mlrbiy' atrunlea and· for Jamaica. Roberts became of Jamaica "' and remained. 

its presid�t l.ll1t� •his death. • · 
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I 

He 'Was president of the Jamal­
, ca Historical Society, the Ja­

maica Library Association, the 
• Poetry League of Jama�ca. the 

·---------""'!"'------- -----� --- Nah!ralliistoty Society o! Ja­
majca and the Jamaica Centre 

··By R. L. C. �c\. of ·the InternatiQ..l;.U P-E.N. 
Club. At the time of hi3 death 
hP. was chairman of the Board 

rlTalrlet 'Of 1he , put.' H• HE fi'rst · prer.id�t and return- 0\' Governors· .oi the Institute 
aaw . her claimed by t)eatiuy ed to. Jamaica ln the follow- of 'Jamaica� · 

to pl&y an -even more lm- ing year,. and in Domin.:;n's Ih 1950 in recoguition of his 
1•ortant part In the comlnr words, 'sowed the seed:; of tJs .ldocumentation 'of 'Cuban his­

da;v'a, amid the new turmoil liberal' ideas on Jamaica which tory. he. wa,s mack an· Officer 
o'f th.e, Americta.' seeu developed into the of the Order· of, .Merit, Car- ( 

Born in Kin&s!on on Octo• • mi�;,hty ·tree that became the loll Manuel de Cespedes and in 
ber · 15, 1886,1 W." Adolph� Rob· Dominion of J11maiua on Au- �54, wu awarded the Gold · 

erls, like· Tom Redcam be- gust 6, -1982'. _ 
· USiJ'av� Medal · o! the In.sti· 

iore him,. was the son o�- an Roberta took his:atand !o� tut_e or Jamaica for his out­
An"lican cler'"""'•" "'He apent K�!-gove.rnment on the unas- standin' echievrMent-: a.s a 

" ••··- " - a i:Wtiter- and t\.!stor1an. He was 
his boyhood -in M�cheater, aailable r-oun that· 'any peo� · horioure(l bY. the City of -Klnl-
near Mandeville, which he · al- pie tllat has seen. ita iener.a- to 1n 195 b Lei 
ways regarded as 'home', At · tions;come_ and! 1o on tile •B:XD• �F�eedoin' �� �;C�g..fi;: �! 
,ixtren, he taok· hi• tirst job. soil for. ien1

eratioru, 'ia in ,symbotle Key. J!e'wa,wo hon-
as a reportn on the Glea.ner � .. fact a. naUon. oured by thl!, Quem:·with ·th� 
and �t eighteen left for the·•. · Hls .phamplet, 'Self tovern- a ward· ot the,0.13.E;' . 
United States 'to pursue a ment for Jamaica,' )Vl"itten at R9berts · acqutr�d �enough 

hor.ours and acc;l'3.im durin�r 
hls life time, to· . satisfy ai}y 
man. ·But what o! tije writer 
ar.d historian? 

ROBERTS'S PUBLISHED 
W9RK Included· nove1s1- poe­
try, �lorraphies, travet ·bookJ 
•nd lrlatorles', In addition be 
wrote easara JJ�d: arUclea on a 
wide tani'll IOf subjects. lie 
was abo much In demand· aa a 
lectuur I� Ule Extra Mural: 
Department of the �hen lJn.l-

, veral&y Co:tece of the Welt In·· 
dies. In thia ·capacUy he mt.de 
West Ind_ian HluLJ y.' come 
alive, prqbably frr the first 
l.irue, for hundredB Of hb feJ-· 
low Ja.maican•· F-or althourh. Roberts was · essentially a 
poet, it was hhtor�, the his- ( 
tory of ·,the Caribbean region 
In particular and 1ta roman­
tic char"-Ctera that f&.��cinateil 
him and enrared· his interest · 
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· th�:r than. as.: �o�eUst that ile-j more sue�." w,.: 'inte�rete'd 
the Jamaican·, scene. ·Nor can 

- - ----.- -there \'be #f doubt o! · the He. co:'lch�l� �or hour�-,qq j genuineness: •.IJf. tpe emotion. the subJect •,o! .S

.

lmqn BolJv�r. 
. 

the. ex.4e's ton

, 

"iin

. 

g; for. :!;lopi .. e whom he. r�glltd.ed.o4S beyond : that -runs through the' little c<-mparison t9-e. greatest J;nati 1 POeiJl. l}e· c;.� I� QF 
prc�h.:ced by any Garlpbei.n..J ·,p�· · .. �;-' .f .,;·:·,•·:; f cou,ntry: followed, only, to 1 • -� ·· J?a88ibtfafc UJJTtt of the lesser degree 'by 1Qse. Marti, A ' cr · t'h. ' ·.· , ·. ·i -· 

· , �tie of Cuban Independence. J J30U. ' ·� , : . 
. l�Is 'The C�ib.,�!Ul;;.the-:.st� :1 ' Flushinq_ 'G?uk;i,.f'fd!'f!Y to· 

of our . . sea ·9t ;DesUny' (D¢df.,....� Cldir'"•Vf.. .-: >L .,.,., •· •• 
. !!ated•. �o N.W. �ey,•and Ed��· 8� .at"'"tir£t ha-r"'oou�-:mout1t, . na Manley),"·is :cqnsid�re'd. ·br 't:UJrl'J-ot · • • 

·h • diu·'k� many . to J9e his ;:i}bst �� .. \ ,.� ""�.,� � • ' :f��8 1-1.� . • , ·-.·ant _histopcal work .. N'o -one •. :t�f}iU'fpr a,ye�. ;- ··>!' � --' . readmg·. carefully·, this_ . coitt .. • 7 ·Nnllr! ·'thhttg11. j'":!1Uanileto 4-prebeuslVe survey can fail·to · l· -"'� �1 · .;,· ·' ,-··· be struck bY; the- .fact -thfit", IIi·� ,, Mrys ; .,,. · '. · '> i •, , , ' . essence, it is a.lC?na�.,AAstalned ·: And .�t.tte.-.; .�Tl� ·l�otr.g mpht 
call' for' and ce1e,bi'I!:_tion: ot 'the.. •

· seema , 1 •• • 
o:�:erthrow. ot �olo�l . domina-] 1 �1 •ihaU hide· it deep dqwn bon in_. the reg1ob, Int;leed . , , .• -. , •t ·.,Jt· , .. t " ·· . ; · 1, : ·"Yberr the 'present writer ll}en.11 �""Vmt eq.t:_;'', .• · r- ,� 

1 tion_ed this fo -Rpberta, �e �-.1 ·-. Q ·tn1t.Jsl�pff].r�a?l��! : po�ced with 8'!1 · a_pprechttl-p• 1-ftosy ,.,thd·JUgltt of' the fwmkle- ot the eyes," delight,ed· · ' S 1 tl-'� . • · '1 · ·· ·, 

th:1t his ml!s,sagll �had.- been;, ·- ou _ � . • 
. 

. , · .' 
madE> sd"abundantl)"clear. _ � "•·F.lus1teil &r�_tt;ftidedaga.m. 

But it. was ·' .... political. 'And- L ilat ·at thl}"hat·bour-pamphleteer 'and. essayist, ra- •• 0 tth·'. I •: ,� I (Continued, on PAGE 26) � ·v� 11� .td. · 
·'. • ·.: '' • •  n of .

.· · ... 01.()e , 1-t� .a .paeBto 
pq.in-:- >.;r l '· .,. 

uneat· la1�d/ fhpttgh ' my
wanderer'&· w'ay : 

S11Q1�ld-.fllJ11i{J wi�h a sp.le,1�:
dour tn.at·glearns/ ,. 1 j

I shan - l�v6-· ·thee .- for.evr.i­
an-d U1Je,. •• :· . ' · . .

· 

0 my isiahd�oi drr-a.mi" 
ROBERTS . LiVED ,'LONG. 

enoJ,J_gh . t(\ ; seP. � .. �� belovt;4.,. 
'I�land . · of.• Dr��. J,aclileve . 
ind�el}dence ::i.n ,,A1,1gust- t . l���: ' 
He d·led''Jn' ·�f:S���bp 'ln,tU.n· 
don on SeP-tembe,r. l4;· t� JIU� . 
!l.ke 'Torn Redca,rrFbMore him •. 

his .· &She!. · �ttei' : ctema�l�n; .

I 
wet� brought back to .. J'8ll).alca ' 
for· burUil. th!S·ttme''fii .·' the 'Mandeville' Church'' yard;-'��· • 1 '· 

1 Wyclltfe Benndt, . ccimment-l lng on .THE M�N .AND THE· 
POET ln ··the Sunday· .Gleaner 

1 on September �o, 11162; cr�dlta 
I Robert. with .fntroducht.r the 
, Fr�nch vlllanelle · form Into 
· 'thl" Caribbean, w)!ere :� . t.bf 

hands ot VIvian . VIrtue, Cl�r� 
McFarla11e ·,aird hlmaelt ·u b.v 
recej-ved .lt1 mod : dlsf.lugulah- . 
ed. M!&tm.ent In ·t.!l• , En,lllh . 

I
tonru

. 
'
el Bfl .. "�D. I�eue ··or· �e · 

llvln& • P&ll"' wai · lnclude4 , 'In· 
·a.n Antbolon · of American 

I b �tbolofj : ,: oJ Amer.can 
I verae: .. . · .. ;, -

· . · 

'. . The New'.York · �lJ.lea . . ln its 
lpqg·;obituaey jiqtJ,ce o� -�ohe.r�. 
had · this t6,aay;-Of· him:� ·, 

' "The . �chl�veme,nt-� pt., . ind�­
p'epdence., ot,. 'Jfm\a!ca. . � h 1 s .StJIT'mer :waS' Q SOUf�l� Of priQe 
to hiin and• perhap$ represent-

'� ed his greaL contribution "'_to 
hi� time;" ' " · 

w a 1 t e r · 'Adolpne 'Roberts, 
. poet; historian and · na tionallst 
may truly be regarded as one 
ot the truly -'Great . Jamaicans' 
ot his day. · : ' . 


	bn_roberts_wa_002
	bn_roberts_wa_002a

