£® i tired | invariably in

“/white and Sporting a well
trimmed Van Dyke beard.
Such’ in - appearance ‘was
Walter . Adolphe Roberts,
the ‘subject of this-week's

- profile. No qne . meeting
hiny . for..the first time
would havé regatded him
as -4Jamaican’; there| was
always something ‘foreign’

. abput him. French or La-

_tin’ American.

Hardly . "surprising' for. these
were: the two great “ufluences

' W. ADOLPHE ROBERTS ¥
in h;s ‘life and it was

from
theke = cultures = that Roberts
drew: his deepest’ ‘inspiration.
Paradoxically it waa his
cosmgpolitkm. his deep and
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: Faept gl
abiding interest in‘ these ‘twn

cultures that helped to ‘make
.im “the natiopalist ~he was ‘to”

iorInlpoata. and. sepwetltan - 4 ¥ years old:.to take up perman-

become. : ¢
As the Gleaner  editorial:
commenting ‘on ‘his death put
v . . \ It
‘His wider vislor . made
bim see Jamaica In'its ‘con- °
‘ text. He 'wis:obsessed by the
Caribbean, the theatre of the
great  conflicts “of world ‘pow-
er 'and  rival -cultures for''
three - -hundred ' years.  He
saw Jamalca not as a petty
colony wijth a provincial cul-
ture, but' as 2 ceniral point
in the mighty struggles and

nday Gleaner, July 21, 1974, pp. 24 - 25.
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journalistic - career. " -
' IN. THE" UNITED > STATES
he held many 'important edi-

war correspondent- in Europe,
from " 1914 “.to *1916 .for

Ao important turning. point
in his life occurred in. 1936,

 when -he met: the Jamalcar,

W A. Domingo, iin, New York

The outcome of:this meeting -
‘wes ‘the: formation of the Ja-

maica ‘Progressive “League. an

_association of Jamaicans living

in’ the' United States dedicated
to achieving self-government
for Jamaica. Roberts ~ became

’

" ARTS PROFILE

OB RLCA

rivalries ' ‘of the 7 past. He
saw her claimed by destiny
to play an ¢ver more im-
portant part in the coming
days, amid the new. turmoil
of the, Americgs’ .

Born in Kingston on Octor !

ber 15, 1886,, W. Adolphe Rob- "

like Tom Redcam- be-
an -

erts,
fore him, .was the son of-
Anglican clergyman.® He “spen
his boyhood «n Manchester,
near Mandeville, which he al-.
ways regarded as ‘home’. At -
sixteen, he took

United States to  pursue a

‘sailable ‘ground that"‘any. peo-

his first job -
as a reporter onthe Gleaner.
and at eighteen left for  the*.

§ts -first - presicent and return-
ed to. Jamaica in the follow-
ing year,. and ‘in < ‘Domingn's
words, ‘sowed the seeds of his
liberal'ideas on Jamaica which
secu developed ‘into' the
mighty "tree that became - the
Dominion’ of Jamaiua on | Au-
gust 6, 1962, . :
Roberts took  his.stand = for

¢ self-government on' the unas.

ple th t has seen its genera-
tions come and go on the same

‘soil for.'generations, is

fact a n tion). .
*'His .phamplet, ‘Self govern-
ment for Jamaica,’ written at

“abcut this time, set out in
‘clear’terms the nveed for . a

the -
.Brooklyn Daiiy Eagle, :
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new: political direction and it
is irteresting to compare this
document with the probably
more widely - known - ‘Jamaica
Letter’ of Simon Bolivar writ-
ten in 1815, : :

ROBERTS - RETURNED TO.
his homeland in 1951, then 63

‘ent’ residence ang& at an’ age
when most men think of re-
tiring or resting on ‘their lau=-
rels, he embarked on a round
of cultural and literary activi-
ties' that - would have taxed
the energies: of 2 much. young-
er man, ... e

On the departure of - Una Mar-
son  from the jsland, Roberts
was appointed General Editor
of the Pioneer Press.. He
founded- the\Bolivarian Society
“of Jamaica / and . remained’
its. president’ until *his . death."

. 'He -was president 'of the Jamal-

ca Historical Society, the Ja-
maica Library Association, the

.Poetry League of Jamaica, the

Natural History Society of Ja-
majca and the Jamaica Centre
of "the InternatiQul P:E.N.,
Club. At the time of hls death
‘he was chairman of the Board
oi'-Governors- of the Institute
of Jamaica.

In 1950 in recognition of his

Adocumentation .of ‘Cuban ' his-

tory. he was ‘made an Officer
of the Order’ of: Merit,” Car-'<
los Manuel de Cespedes and in
1954, was awarded the Gold -
Musgrave Medal o} the Insti-
tute of Jamaica * for his out-
standing  achievement: as - a
Swtiter and historian. He was

_ honoured by the City of King-

ston in 1955 by being given the
“Freedom’ of the City” and the
symboiic Key. Fe wag also hon-

 oured by the: Que2n with ‘the

award of the:O.B.E:* = . ;
Roberts ° = acquired. :enough
horiours. and acclaim ~ during
his life. time. to- satisfy any .
man, -But 'what of the writer: -
ard historian? v |
ROBERTS'’S PUBLISHED
WORK included. novels, . poe-
try, blographies, travel: books
and histories. In -addition he
wrote essays and. articles on a
wide rang¥ of sobjects. lle
was also much in demand as a
leclurer iiy the Extra  Mural”
Department: of the. then Unl-

'_versity College of the West In-

dies. In this capacity he made
West Indian Hlut.,y.' come
alive, probably fcr . the first
time, for hundreds of his fel-’
low Jamaicans. For  although
Roberts was - essentlally a
poet, it ‘was history, the hls-/\
tory of ‘the Caribbean region
in particular and 'its roman-
tic charucters that fascinated
him and engaged his interest
most.



_ He couldialk for Hours-on
the subject’of: Sunon Bolivqr
whom he regarded as bEyond
cumparison: ‘the greatest rnan‘

country, followe ; ¥
lesser degree by Jose M i
apostle of Cuban ,Indepe.ndence
. His ‘The Caribbean, e.S
of our, sea -0f De:
cated to N.W Mmleyud Ed?"
. Na_Man ey),"is ‘cot nsidered
many to be his maost o
“ant historical - wérkf o
readmg carefully:: this
" prehensive survey” can fa
be:struck by the: tact tha

essence, it is a/lo ﬁ,ﬁﬂstaintd“ :

call’ for and cele n of the -

stiny meamf %

:verthrow of colonial: domma
fon - in  the “regioh, Indeed’
‘whenr the present writer ee;d7
,Yioned this fo Roberts, he t&'-

“porided with ‘an appreclativa«

twinkle of the eyes,” delighted’
thot his = message ‘had = gl:t;‘et'eu
made sd® abundantly* clear

But it- was ras’ political
pamphleteer ‘and’ essayist, . 13-
¢ Contmued -on PAGE 26) :
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Flushedr ere it fllded aqmn

“ther. than' as. mvalist that he
more . successfilly . interpreted
the Jamaican: scene. -Nor can
there "be ax;,y doubt of ' the:
genuineness -pf - the emotion;:
the ' exile's “longing ' for shome
that runs- through - the' little
produced by any. @rihhﬂn 4 Dm cally ISLAND QF

Pgasjonate hg?zt o} thﬂe
South, -
Fluaiung ftmd j@dmg to-
; da’ e ‘~. o

omyl
Rosy, thd ltght of the .
South 1 '

And I caj at thc harbour-
- mouth
TVowed :~ m o paescon oj |
pains
“Dear land;’ though my
wanderer’s way ‘
Showld flame with a splen-
dour tMt‘gleams, i
T shall ‘love thee . foreu’r
and avye,: . .
O my I slami,of dreq !

ROBERTS  LIVED (LONG
enough - to- | 8 ‘beloved,,
‘Ifland. of !Cmew .

independence*i ; Augu st o ‘1062,
He cled’ in' 'his "déep !n*'tom
zhn on September. 14, 1962_. ‘and,

e Tom Redcam’ béfore “him,’

ashes, -“after” ' crematign;, .
wete brought back-{o Jamaica
for burisl, this ‘time “in ““the .
Mandeville 'Church"‘yard. <%

Wyecliffe Bennett, comment-
ing on THE MAN -AND THE:
POET in ‘the Sunday- Gleaner
on September 30, 1962, credits
Roberts with introducing  the
French 'villanelle ' form into
‘the ' Caribbean, where ;in the
hands of Vivian. Virtue, Clare
McFarlane and himself it has
recejved its most - distinguish-
ed. treatment in the —English
tongue! His. “Vma.nel.le ‘of ‘the
living - Pan” was “included in:
an Anthology of American
an Anthology - of American
wverse. - .

.The New York Times in its
long obituary potice of Roberts
hadth!stosayofhim

“The achievement- of, .inde-
pendence of Jamaica this
summer was’a sourc: of pride
to hjm 'dnd' perhaps represent-
ed his great contgibunon» to
his time.”

Walter Adolphe Roberts,
poet, historian and nationalist
may truly be regarded as one
of the truly ‘Great Jamaicans’
of his day.
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