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From the FarQUbanon to those who organized it, to allowed the use of their tacil- I 
Institute of Public affairs contributors, auctioneers, ities. The Institute wishes for 1 
The Farquharson Institute and purchasers alike; and to Kapo a speedy recovery and 

of Public Affairs, as an the administration of the an early return to his life
organization of comment on N a t i o n a  I G a  II e r y  w h o  work. 
OUT times, may have found it r-;---------''-----:::::::;;:=====:c--------"' 
necessary over the years to l 
refer to undesirable devel- j' 
opments in our lands, but it ; 
is always pleased to draw I 
attention to circumstances j 
and happenings that reflect 
favourably on the Jamaica 
society. 

It IS on this latter sense 

that the Institute wishes to 
comment on the auction sale 
of art works held at the 
National Gallery on Sunday, 
October 12 for the benefit of 
Kapo, one of Jamaica's most 
d i s ti n g u i s h e d  p a i n t e r
sculptors. 

Kapo was born in 1911 at 
Byndloss in �t- Cath · ehristened lie ey-

He bec me m · 

ca's foremost primitive 
painter, has been awarded 
many awards and honours 
for his contribution to the 
arts in Jamaica, has achieved 
international reco�nition, 
and today two of hiS works 
are in the permanent collec
tioTIS of Amsterdan's Steddel
ijk Museum and the Museum 
of Modern Art of Latin 
America. 

Generosity,_ grace 
Friends and· the govern- · 

ment gave financial asiat
ance. Dines earlier this year 
resulted in the loa of one 
l eg. In September hls other 
1� was threatened, but sa� 
through surgical treatment in 
Adanta, Georgia. Kapo is 
now out of hospital and recu
perating in the United 
States, but the cOlt of sur- 1 
gery and polt-surgical team
ent baa been enormoua. 

Friends asain rallied, con
sidered vanous fund-raising 
projects, and finally decided 
on a sale of works. It took a 
week and half from idea to 
auction. Sixteen artists as 
well as various collectors con
tributed works, and on the 
Sunday ·morning in question 
38 works were sold - paint· 
ings, drawings, ceramics, 1 
sculpture, photographs. 

About 120 artists, collec
tors and well-wishers, includ
i n g  f o r e i gn d i ploma ts,  
showed up to pay tribute and 
purchase. The sale realized 
$36,000 . 00, highest prices 
paid being $9,500.00 for a 
sculpture and $4,000.00 for 
a painting, both by Kapo 
himself. 

It was an occasion of gener
osity and grace. The Farqu
harson Institute pays tribute 


