
Una Marson- t
) 

A true. trail .. blaze 4Leaving Jamaica once again she 
resided for many years in 
Washington DC where she 
continued writing. But as 
usual, the call of home was 
strong and she returned to 
.Jamaica and resumed her 
duties with the Jamaica Save 
the Children ·Fund. 
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By R. 1.. C. Aaron 
""'""*""'------ - Last�y-:ce_a_.ru s 7L_ 

.The present writer will alwavs 
r e m e m b e r  t h e  splendid 
reception hosted in her honour 
on her return to London from 
that Conference and presided 
over by the wife of the then 
British Foreign Secretary, at 
which he was one of the three 
other Jamaicans present. PERHAPS it was because she 

was so versatile, so intense, 
th�t she burnt herself out so 
qu�ckly - and was just as 
QUickly forgotten. For she 
never stood still. Like the 
true trail-blazer she was al­
ways venturing into some 

·new field of endeavour and 

therr i� wh\' 
it is difficu in so short a 
profile as this to give more 
than a bare outline of the 
life and work of the human 
dynamo we knew as Una 
Marson. 

P o e t, jo u r n a l i s t ,  e di t o r·, 
broadcaster, social worker. 
feminist. She was all thesE 
things and more. She wrote 
plays and produced them. She 
lectured and travelled. Jn the 
early '30's and during the war 
years of the '40's her name 
:was a household word not only 
m her native Jamaica, but 
throughout the entire English· 
speaking Caribbean. During 
those anxious days, thousands 
listened expectantly for her 
voice 'Calling the West Indies' 
from the BBC in London 
bringing news of their fellow 
West Indians in Britain. 

When she returned to Jamaica 
in 1946 after the war she was 
feted on the mainland and in 
all the larger islands of the 
region as though she was a 
visiting head of state. The 
private and public hospitality 
s h e  r e c e i v e d  w a s  
overwhelming. Yet today 
barely nine years after he; 
death in May 1965 in a 
Kingston hospital she is  
-re.m..em.hued. o n l y  · by a 

·ha n d f u l  of friends and
r e l a t i v e s  who k ne w  her 
in t i m a t e l y  a n d  w ho 
appreciated her for what she 
was and for all the things she 
tried to do for her country. 

. Why is this? 

The writer of the Gleaner 
editorial commenting on her 
death implied that even in her 
la�t years Una Marson found 

·herself isolated and unable to 
establish contact withthe 
younger group of intellectuals. 
The editorial writer attributes 
this to the fact that her long 
absence in t h e  United
Kingdom during World War 2 
put her out of touch w1th 
events  in Jam aica and 
particularly so with this group 
w h o  -h a d  c o m e  i n t o
prominence during · h e r
absence abroad. 

The facts, in my opinion, hardly 
bear out this view; for 
although Una Marson was a 
product of her time and 
upbringing - she· was a 
p a r s o n's d a u g h t e r  a n d
schooled at Hampton - her 
thinking in many respects was 
far in advance of many of her 
contemporaries.  It w a s
others, she felt, who were put 
of step with the times. She 
was, for instance, an active 
feminist long before Germane 
Greer was ever heard of and 
although never a racist, she, 
along with Dr. Harold Moody 
were fighting the cause of 
coloured people in "South 

London long before such •a 
thing as a Race Relations 
Board was ever thought of. 

B o r n  in S a n t a  Cruz,  St. 
Elizabeth, Una Marson was 
the youngest daughter of 
Solomon I. Marson, Baptist 
pastor and his wife Ada, nee 
Mullings. She held many 

secretarial posts after leaving 
school and was for some time 
attached to the editorial staff 
of the Gleaner and the 
Jamaica Standard. 
In the late '20's she branched 
out on her own into the field of 
publishing and brought out a 
rrio nthly ma gazine, 'T he 
Cosmopolitan'. It  ran for 
about two years and although 
never a financial success it 
broke new ground. It was the 
first magazine to be edited 
and published in Jamaica by a 
Jamaican woman. 

Death 
Always closely associated with 

and committed to the ideals ·But not for long. Early 1964 she 
of the League of Nations, she accepted an invitation from 
was on the staff of the the Israeli Government .to go 
Ethopian Legation m London to Israel to attend a seminar 
at the time of the Italo- at t h e  M o u n t  C a r m e l· 
E t hi o p i  a n w a r · an d lnternattenal Training Centre 
accompanied the Emperor to for Community Service at 
the League of Nations in (Continued on Page 37) 
Geneva where,  in th at ,....=;;--== 
asseQlbly he sought in vain to onthiued rom Page :12) 
arouse the conscience of the 

. world against the Italian rape IJ 
of .his country. 

Haifa. She also attended a 
Woman's Peace Conference 
held in Jerusalem. Disillusioned with that botly, : 

witb their talk-and-do-nothing · · She went to England to spend 
s p,e c h e s, U n a  M a r s o n  : .the Christmas and New Year 
retvned to Jamaica and at holidays with·.friends. While 
once resumed her literary ' there she was invited to return 
wott. She founded t h e  
ReJ·ders and Writers Club the 

to Haifa to wor.k for three 

Jamaica Drama _League. '.and 
months. She took up his 

became a frequent contributor 
assignme\lt in Januar)f. In 

to Public· Opinion. But her 
March S!le was award� a 

actiYities were not" confined to 
British Council- Research 

literary work only. As the 
grant and paid another v'-it to 

Gleaner editorial put it, 
I. 0 n d • n t o m � k e 

.s h e  a r o u s e d. t h e  
arrangements in connection 

conscience of the country 
with ·this. She returned to 

about its children and was to 
Haifa to t:omplete  her 

all intents and purposes the 
assignment and there fell ill. 

founder of the Jamaica Save 
the Children Fund.· 

· 

Travelling 
But as ever, Ena ·Marson was 

Deciding to come home for a 
brief rest before returning slie 
entered St. Joseph's Hospital. 

Her condition, however, grew 
worse and she died on May 5, 
burial taking place on lOth 
May at the Halfway Tree 

Parish Church Cemetry. 

· a l w a y s  m o v i n g ,  n e v e r  
�emaining f?r long at any one 1 
JOb. Returnmg to England in 
1938 she worked with the BBC • 
first as a script writer, and' 
then during the war as the 1 
producer of the popular West 'In this brief profile there is 
Indian programme, 'Calling · h a r d  I y s p a c e  f o r  a n
the West Indies'. · a s s e s s  m e n  t o f  h e  r 

Those were the years, perhaps, considerable literary output. 
when she made her greatest It was of varied quality. 
impact on the imagination of 
her countrymen. The familiar 
voice brought comfort and 
cheer to thousands of W�st 
Indians waiting by their 
radios for news of what was 
happening abroad. 

Back in Jamf!ica once again 
after the war, she went to 
work with t h e  Gleaner 
Comp any as Organis ing 
Secretary and General Editor 

Surprisin'gly, nothing written 

by her was ineluded in the 
Independen�e Anthology of 
Jamaica Literature. 

Una Marson was a rful, 
v-ibrant personali� 0_, ill 
spite of the ill-health that had 

of ·the Pioneer Press a· plagued her for most of her 

Journalist publishing. venture of that j a d u lt l i f e ,  d a r e d  a n d  
This journalistic effort was .�aJlir="'·�--

1 B_ut long before this,� and· 
accomplished·much. She was 

mere y the first of many such 
p i o n e e r i n g  e f f o r t s  un a  ��een her various peregri· a pioneer in many fields. 

Marson was to undertake. in �tlons to and from the United 
tbe years to come. Kmgdom, she had found time · to publish four volumes of 

Mig_rating to England she soon p o e t r y, T R 0 p 1 c A Tl 
identified herself with Dr. R�VERIES (1930), HEIGHT '1 
Harold Moody (a member of AND DEPTHS (1931) TH · 
tbe .,..en known Jamaican MOTH AND 
family of that name) and his 

THE STAR (1937) 
and TOWARDS THE STAR 

�!!ague for Coloured.People. (1945). She also wrote and 
Slle also identified her�elf with staged three plays; AT WHAT 
tbe feminist movement in that A PRICE (1937), LONDON 
<!ountry and in 1935 was C ALL I N G  (19 3 7 )  a n d
chose'n to be a delegate to tbe POCO MANIA (1938). She was 
12th Ccingrets. Iatetnatlonal a.lso a warded the Sitver 
AlUa Wome.a: held in M u�grave Medal by the 

�·�-'""·L·i!rr· I.nst1tute of Jamaica for her -....-.-tl�� . .:.,.._.:. __ _.!!h!!te;rr.!l..!ary work. · 
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