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birthday -

1981 art the age of 36.

§ Single-handedly this son of Trench
Town took our music to the the foref-
rontiofithe international stage, earning for

imr.e)f fame and wealth along the way

d making the path much easier for
those-behind. to-rred.

FISMusic has Been copied with over-

elming success by both -local and
fdreign performers, most potent of this
music being his lyrics which from time ro
time have taken on the poetic level of
sophistication .

He has been called a prophet and a
genius among other things but the mys-
téry and conviction of this dedicated son
of Jamaica only dcepens with the passing
of time.

His widow, Rita, 'has now been hailed
as the ‘queenefilregrac’ and his children
who are known as the Melody Makers
on the entertamyment scene have just been
vored along with the Brirish group Musi-

cal Youth as the top ydling reggae acts
around.

His eldest son, Ziggy, is the essence of
his father onsstage.and. hisslivesperfor-

mances ‘have “been the topic«of: many,

fdiscussions both here and abroad. Bob’s
company, Tuff Gong, continues to-be one
ofthe leading recording companies in the
country.

In honour of the anniversarv of his
birthday, Rita Mmlgy and her tamlly will

ODAY IS THE BIRTHDAY of the late reggae super star Bob
Marley.Born on Febuary 6, 1945 Bob passed away on May 11

9
be staging a birthday party at Rhoden
Hall, St. Ann, today at 5 p.m.

Admission to the concert is free and
entertainment will be provided by mem-
bers of the Tuff Gong recording family.
The highlight of the day promises to be
the release of a new 45 called “Buftalo
Soldier” taken from a new Bob Marley
album, *“Confrontation”, slated to be
released soon.

Bob left behind on tape a multitude of
songs enough - for quite a few albums.
Commemorative articlgs- such as T-shirts,
stickers,” pens, cupstetdzieontinue to be
sold in large quantifies.

Just ‘hefore his death he was awarded
the Order of Merit by the Government of
Jamaicaithus entitling him to be called
Hon. The year of his death the Gleaner
conducted a Bob Marley song competi-
tion that was 10 be the most successful in
the company’s history, pulling in_some
80,000 entries from as far as England.
Such was the pulling power of Bob.

His tuneral was second only to that of
the late hero-Sir Alexander Bustamante
with scores of people spilling outside the
National Arena. Though he lost his barttle
with cancer his struggle to make Jamaica’s
music respected has been suecesstul and
is something that all local entertainers

should be thanktul for.
-—Howard McGowan

National Library of Jamaica

OFSei single, Buffalo Soldier will highlight...

Free concert to mark Marle

MARLEY -..message to stop,listen,learn
February 6, 1983




~Don'’t let Bob’s dream die

‘Over 30 vears ago, Robert Nesta Marley was born
at Nine Miles in the garden parish of St.Ann.Today,
Sunday ,February 6,there is a great big birthday party-
cumisconcert,just steps away from the mausoleum which
houses Bob’s body. 3
.. Bob’s statue to_be mounted at Jamaica Park, Roosevelt
Ave and Arthur Wint Drive in Kingston is now being cast in
bronze in New York. The sculptor , Christopher Gonzales.fin
working on the statue has said he has been drawn closer to
/Jamaican music.lt has also helped him to better understand
Rastafari and its influence on our cu lture.In a “Gleaner” story
published on February 1 Gonzales said:*lt has also made me
spiritually conscious...” Herein lies one of Marley's contribu-
ton to us as a pcople.The message of our home grown
prophet has reached a least some of us.

. There are some who have said that what Bob has
a(.s\icvcd in passing was not possible while he was alive. This
seems to be at least partly true. For once we have torced 10
listen to his music on its own merit after he has been remaved
frém us physically,to better understand his contribution to
our cultural history—not by seeing Bob by scrutinizing his art.

A sharing of his gift

His absence has forcefully demonstrated the fact that there
arc so few truly creative. talents in the midst of our music
today. And there is nothing any detractor, anywhere in the
universe 15 going to say that.will change the fact of the reality

This past Tuesday evening | had the privilege of listening
to the final mix of Bob’s new single,"Buffalo Soldier™. Apart
from the fact that the music is clearly international hitmaking
material,it also posscsses ‘a freshness that implies that it was
recorded last week. Bob could casily have been upstairs while
we listened.It is this spirit that Bob has left us—something far
more real than simply a sound on tape—- that has made
Robert Marley ;rgoirc than spc%xl.
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iStars too soon

One. single glanécfat the music (business in Jamaica today
indicates Bob Marley’s vast and ‘crucial contribution to the
business.The pace he has set has not and probably will never
ne cqualled for a long time for the single fact that too many
of our performers becone superstars a bit too early in their
carcers. They never learn !oﬂbc protcssmqgls;]__y paying any
real dues. Hard times ,maybe, But no truc learning experien-
ces.Some mayargue that this is laziness on the part of many

 of our music creators and parctitioners today amd it would at
least be partly true.So few of jour supersiars understand

anything about self-discipline,to be capable of artistic disci-
pline.’ B ‘
- i |

Bob Marley is very special because he has taught us so
much about ourselves. A little less than two years ago he
taught us, ar his passing, about the hypocrisy which is so
much a“plrt 6f our pcople..sam e lesson in the song

of Bob's gitt to us. A ih_aring_rcally,\\n;j'thf us,‘{)ﬁ I’hg gitr Qf,lﬂf‘, 2 A% "pocrike“! You simply nced to remember how many people

Creator!

know who even now will tell you without any apparent
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equivocation that they really don't like reggac music but

. SOME of Bob Marley songs “are nice™ And yet we packed

the Natipnal Arena for his funeral service in May 1981!There
is much’in our make-up that needs very serious examination
and Bob’s message can help us start along that road.

A challenge

17} ‘
I would ‘ikc to challcné‘czhl] ]a"maiéaii\‘ﬂi&al and the people
at 56 Hope Rd in particular, not 1o let, Bob's dream die.Soon
after his_passing there were rumours aboukgoings on at Hope
Rd many of which were not pleasant to contemplate People’s |
truc colours began to show and there were partings of ways.
Even (‘oday there are some people who are 4till convinced that
the organization still lacks direction and drive.The bickering
and sgfi'shncss that mar our personal as well as national life
needs to be examined so we can move forward! ¢
~ 'Bob’s newest single should be in the streets any day now, {
a present to us for his birthday—full of excitement and joy |
mixed with a message for us to stop,listen, and learn.And we |
can give him something in return. We can take time out to
listen, really listen to his music.lf you don’t have his music on
record or on tape,the next time you hear one, of his songs on
tadio really listen to it.lf you learn anything good or bad

~ about life or living;if you learn anything about yourself

pleasant or otherwise;if the message helps you to see vour
brother differently,stop. and give thanks. It could probably
mean that the labours of Bob Nesta Marley were not in vain:
And one day you will probably be glad you werealive at this«,
junction in our history. : .
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