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_“older boy and against the com-
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i was not a supporter of law a.udl
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1 WENT TO J.C. in 1906 —

“aged 13. [t was a tough
school in those
(3.8 ’

days with

abeve 150 hoys e 100 b(»;ll'('l-

-

ing was rampant and there
was a good deal of homo-
sexuality, for the most part

not carried to extremes. 1 B

suifered a Jot from bullying-
and was the target of one
lont who made life a burden.

T had fully made up my mind

in, my second term to run
away and go home.

Then one morning I tried to fight
it’ out and by great good luck
Y =

evs B

{he Headmaster’s son, a fine/

man of about 40 was passing

by just as the fight started. He

prevented the crowd from. in-

terfering, as they surely would

have. dore in fayour of the
v \

parative newcomer. So it was
a straight fight and I won, I
suppose largely through des-
peration. I regret to say that
for the rest of that term I turn-

the tables quite remorselessly. ||

But it was an isolated case. I|
devoted a large part of my
time trying to suppress
bullying — not without success
where I had the physical ad-
vantage.

school and by the!
of 1907 became the
ringleader of a group of boys-

order at

- shocked is to put it mildly.
I had done little work and shew-
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who deplored discipline and set
ourselves to undermine the au-
thority of any master we
thought shewed signs of weak-
ness. This went on till I was
sixteen years old and then.
greatly influenced by my mo-
ther's ambitions for me and by
her death, I decided to turn
over a new leaf by going to the
Headmaster and announcing
[ intended to try for the
Rhodes. To say that he was

ed no special promise at any-
thing. In those days a Rhodes
Scholar took the same paper as
a Jamaica Scholar and that
was strictly based on two to

{
|
|

|

for an 4 utobigraphy’ by' fhe
xcellent Norman Washington M anley.

P

three years specializing in a -

particular subject like Lan-
guages or- Mathematics or
Science. I was reminded by
the Headmaster that not only
was I far behind in study but
‘also _had a thoroughly disre-
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sake. And 1 owe all the rest
of my life to R. M. Murray’s
belief that there was some
hope for me and to the zeal
and eneﬁy he brought to our
relationship. He was the most
brilliant teacher I ever met in
all my life.

putable reputation which would|when mother died the family,

make it almost impossible for|
him and the other masters to
make the report on leadership
and good character which was
basic in thé scholarship award.
owever, I insisted almost out of
stubborness, but largely be-
cause it had been my mother’s
wish anfl she, shortly before!
hervdeath, had actually en-
gaged Mr. R. M. Murray, of
blessed memory, to take me on
as a private pupil and see if
by coaching he could discover
any hope for me in mathema |
tics, the only subject in which

Iahgd ‘;D till then shewed any|To be frank I enjoyed being on

ptitude. !
TURN A NEW LEAF. = |

SO I WAS ALLOWED ~{o f{ry.

Very shortly after this mother

My first job was to break with
the rebels of whom I was ring-
‘leader. This I did with such

- complete ruthlessness that one

day the Headmaster sent for
.me to tell me he had had many |
complaints  about my e
conduct by other boys. I ex-
plained  that I was merely
“turning a new leaf” and that
the process was unpleasant .for
them. To that he only replied
“That it was good to see the
change but that I must never
forget that mercy should al-
ways temper justice!” I was
not discouraged by these "wise
words.

died. She had been ill for a
long time and when she was
moved to Kingston where treat-
ment and care weve better it
was too late to save her life.

I doubt if the nature of her|yr 15 CUTTING what would be

illness was ever diagnosed. She
was only forty-four years old
and her death was in 1809,
just when I became 16 vears
old. T owed a lot to her faith
in my future — a faith that
had so little to support it.

I would never under, modern con-

..ditions have survived in short

till I was 16 years old, but I
think the Headmaster knowing
what a gallant fight she was
meaking with her four children
saved me from myself for her

it took me half a lifetime to

‘tics and

including the co-owmners, de-

cided to lease Belmont and my

eldest sister Vera, already es-
tablished in England as a mu-
sic teacher, got the rest of the
family and a younger sister,
Dr. Muriel Manley, and my
youngest brother Douglas, la-
fer to die in 1917 in the third
battle of Ypres in Flanders iq
1917, joined her in England —
leaving me to work for the
Rhodes in Jamaica and fto
spend my holidays with friends
of family or at Jamaica
College itself. :

my own. I was a tough and
unsentimental youngster.
Work, and I worked very hard,
and sports, and I did a bit of
everything — track athletics,
cricket, football, rifleshooting
— filled my life. I taught at
Farm. School, at J/C. and in
1914 for six months at Titch-
field School, a co-educational
secon school where 1
taught lish and Mathema-
tics, never failing to end every
maths class with half the girls
in tears. I suffered from a
quick flaring temper  which

learn to control. Indeed 1

doubt if I ever learnt. Con-
stant inhibiting violent efforts|
at control gradually wore it
down till it seemed to disap-
pear with its place being taken
by a sort of arrogant in dif-
ference which was constantly
mistaken for the real me.

NEARLY KILLED ME

a long story to say that I won
the Rhodes in 1914 and while
still waiting to go off to Eng-
land, I finished .a teaching
term ‘at Titchfield. and while
spending time with a lifelong
friend in Falmouth, Mr. Leslie
Clark I picked up a very bad
attack of tvphoid fever. Those
were not the days-of antibio-
anyway I had been
going around = with my iron
strength for four days with a
temperature of 104 degrees be-
fore I was finally diagnosed
and sent off to Nuttall Hospi-
tal, then located at East Street.
This illness, which nearly kil-
led me, had a great effect on
my life and character, Forgive
me if I talk a little about it,

&



