Ph:hp Hem!y Gosse

Jamaic

&fter his long weeks at sea,
Philip Henry Gosse final-
Iy had his first glimpse of
‘Jamaica—Port Morant at
night, with tiny lights
sparkling like fireflies
along the distant coast-
line. Just a shadowy, in-
distinet glimpse, yet it
was able to fill his roman-
tic mind with expecta-
‘tious of things to come,
for he had high hopes of
the beauties he would dis-
cover on the island.

is excitement was such that

he tells us he could not sleep,
and was' on deck many times

g
an so
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continued to sa11 from port/ Shipments from “collection
to port towards the southwesti to England, all of which erven-
of Jamaica. As the sailing was tually arrived safely. Never
done mostly at night, he had tiring of the wild beauty he
other opportunities to gather found everywhere,  his’ book
specimens along the way be- “A NATURALIST'S 'SO-
fore they reached Savanna-la- JOURN" — is full of charming
Mar the port of his final desti- deserintions of the breathtak-
nation, on December 19. His in¢ island scenery. -

acquaintance with missionaries Seeking’ someone to share his
on board the vessel was re-| enthusiasm for natural history,

i i isi | Gosse's enquires were eventual-
gl ol gl 1y rewarded in the person of

‘llfllu

stay at Bluefields with Mr

and Mrs. Coleman, themselves| . Richare, il of SEA, T3y
rerE ey paymg autumn 1845, receiving a
gukat, Seporalligie g, S Wi most fauourable reply. From
a happy-accident, for he found| then on this acquaintance

the area a rich field for 20010+ " pripened into a deep and lasting

during  the night, as if to| gical investigation. friendship. During this same
pierce the -veil of darkness|After spending a few days in f&l;?g;mto Gﬁudmte ﬂlﬁ n?ﬁf%?,g;{
and study the island of his| the half- deattli‘ean of Savan- t the i A friand offered

dreams. At daybreak he was

not to be disappointed,
the sight of Blue Monntam
Peak towering majestically

over the other mountains of
the range filled him with de-
light and awe. Far away, too,
he could see the city of King-|
ston while they were becalm-
ed off Port Royal. Gradually

a slight breeze sprung up which/It was a solitary dwelling in a

carried them into port.
eaving the vessel there, he at
last set foot on the enchanted
isle, and while the others
went on to Kingston, he spent
hours roaming over the Pali-
sadoes, studying the interest-
ing flora and fauna. He men-
tions that it was barren
enough, but describes the co-
conut paims, their fronds
hanging over the water, and
giant clumps of cacti. There
were few shells on the beach|-
but he .found many types of
sponges and coral. {
lext day, December 7, 1844,
they sailed on along the south
coast, avoiding Kingston.
Alligator Pond they stopped
for some days, and here Gosse
took the opportunity to ga-
ther specimens in the  sur-
rounding countryside, en-
chanted by the wild orchids
and butterflies he found.
Teanwhile, a planter at New
Forest, hearing of Gosse’s in-
terests invited him to  his
house, sending a horse for
him. The house, a splendid

for|. lent Gosse the cutter, and he

'Still, he found the hows'e‘ lang

At

na-la-Mar, ship’s captain'

‘a seat in his gig, and he
spent a short time in Montego!
Bay, but was disappointed, as
he found that part of Jamaica
singularly barren in its selec-
tion of specimens.

proceeded to his new home.
He was met on the beach by
‘' many happy good-natured
peopie, including several Ne-
groes, who in their delight to
have a visitor, competed for
the honour of helping with
his boxes to the house.

His health broke down somewhat
in the early part of the follow-
ing 'year, when he was troubled
by fever and headaches. De-
ciding that he needed a- change,
he went to Savanna-la-Mar
and took a vessel to Kingston.
Arriving in the city at night,
he went immediately to a
hotel, but - although he was
tu'ed. he found it impossible to
sleep, as the heat troubled him
after the cool of the country,
and a group of billiard players
kept up their noisy enjoyment
long after he had retired,

ruinate plantation, once an
elegant greathouse, but since
the abolition of slavery fallen
into partial decay. This house
was commented upon favour-
ably by Scott in “Tom Crin-
gle's Log” some years  pre-
vxously, but much had hap-
‘pened in Jamaica since those
days, and by 1844 many sugar,
estates were

Next day he rose early, and went
for a walk around the dirty,
unattractive capital. Here he
sent a letter to Rlchard Hill
telling of his arrival. - Hill
and pleasant, Wlt’h ‘a charn came to visit him, showmg
running n@;t. ¢ him around the city and

over an mf him to the rooms of the Ja

ne. ca Society Museum, where he
‘examined ‘a’ ebnectmn of birds

there, or had cut down = ex
penses on mamtenance dtasn.
cally.

stream
hosts gave .
suite of rooms to his use, on
‘of which he used as a sort of|
laboratqrytopreparehhspe-
cimens before sendmg :

Spamsh 'I’own, where he Was|

he guest of his friend. Here
i1l entertained him by show-|
g his own collection, later'
y ng on a tour of the
adideent N tryside. In all,
he was away from Bluefields
for about three weeks when,
he tells us, he returned havmg

|
|

jone in Colonial style was
some distance away up
valley. Here he stayed a few,
days gathering orchid blos-
soms, assisted by a Negro
groom whom his host had re-
commended. The groom, sur-
prised by the mnaturalist’s .ap-
parent mad  behaviour, later
confided to his master that
“the strange ‘Buckra’ had tak-
en trouble to get parcels of
bush.”

10sse rejoined the vessel whxch
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the |

fully recovered his health

In June, 1846, he decided to
bring his stay in' Jamaica to
a close nonetheless, he

* found it difficult fo leave

having completely fallen under

the spell of the island. Relue-!

home. Early in b
gaged the services of an 18-}
year-old Negro lad, Sammal-
Campbell, to help him colleet|
specimens. This young man
had a real aptitude for this
task, and became so proficient
that finally he used to go on
independent expeditions, add-|
ing not a few unique speci-}
mens to the collection.

During his moments of leisure,
Gosse was fond of taking daily
baths in the river at noomn.|

Here he would lie under a

small cascade for half an hom' fﬁnﬂf’s’ léia?'fde e‘; dsad fﬁrﬂ%
screened by a cover of gmee-i fields, inten e takef_
ful bamboos. He attributed| p.cket sailing from Kings

much of his good health here| When he arrived. in the city

l

Hp soon began to send several

fo this stream with its benefi-| however, he found that he was
tal water. | late, for the b 2igonay
cial pure crystal w salled%' Almost. he

remained for a
weeks, dividing
- tween Kin

Town, when_
3 ba:rked on a

amply repaid far~ms useful
labours, by its great beauty of
scenery, its interesting flora
fauna, and the hospitality
and fnendshxp he encountered
everywhere,
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