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I first mterviewed

Orett Bruce Golding in
1982. be was Minister of

l'.dnstrueti·,oo.
e discussed topics such as the

IH ..~..,_ppearance of hundreds of
-{:u an-trained Brigadistas' files
fr the Ministry just after the

lost the 1980 election.
This time, I asked Golding to
~ about himself - his forma­
tive years. Until this interview on
August 30, I'd never realised that
the most profound influence on
him was his father, former Speaker
of the House of Representatives,
Tacius Nathaniel Golding.

Bom in 1900 and a graduate of
Mico Teacher's College, Tacius
Golding became headmaster of the
Macca Tree Clarendon Primary
School within his fIrst year and
remained therefor 16 years.

An educator with an outstand­
ing record of student passes, the
elder Golding married at age 43
to a graduate of Shortwood
Teachers' College, Enid Louise
Bent, a teacher 20 years his junior
whom he met after moving to
become head of a school in
Ginger Ridge, St. Catherine, on
the border with Clarendon. .

Their first son Trevor, born in
1944, is a doctor. Their daughter
died shortly after birth in 1946 and
the politician we know as Bruce
was born in 1947, followed by a
younger son Tony, who became a
banker.

Tacius Golding taught for eight
years at Ginger Ridge and in 1949
was elected Member of Parliament
for South-West St. Catherine.

Though born in Ginger Ridge,

GOlDING

Bruce remembers growing up in
Macca Tree with neither running
water nor electricity.

NO WATER OR ELECTRICITY
He describes those early days:

"We had tanks at the back and
fetched water to bring it into the
house. Every bedroom had a wash­
stand, a big enamelled basin and
what we called a goblet, and an
outside toilet. That's how we grew
up. When I was seven, my mother
got a post at Alpha Academy,

which required her to move to
Kingston. So my father bought a
house in town and put us all here.
He stayed in the country. close to
his constituency. Whenever. he
came in for Parliament. he would
stay over and the moment
Parliament was over, he headed
back. so we maintained two h0use­
holds. We did that for most of our
lives.

"We lived in Kingston for four
aDd a half years and then the strain
of maintaining two households
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Bruce's father, Tacius Nathaniel Golding and mother Enid His
father was the most profound influence on his life as a
politician.

began to take its toll. So my par- ­
ents decided to build a house mid­
way between. in Old Harbour, in
1959. That was still in his con­
stituency and Mother would drive
to Kingston everyday, drop us at
school and then go to teach. That's
how I got to Alpha Primary
School, because it was convenient
fOl"beI'."

In explaining his choice of a
poIitjcal career, Golding says: ''For
mIlIOIIll that I don't really know, I
was always very close to my dad.

Closer than the other two kids. I
was sort of his favourite, and I
always liked riding around with
him. He had an old Hillman
Hunter and wherever he was
going, I would insist on going with
him and would ay if he didn't let
me. From I was about eight years
old he started taking me to political
meetings at night, which upset the
hell out of my mother because we
were coming back at 12 o'clock,
one o'clock. When my mom really
put her foot down and insisted that

I not go, I would hide in the back
of the car but he wouldn't be
aware. If I surfaced too early, he
would tum back and drop me
home so I'd wait until he was
miles and miles away and then I'd
just touch him on the shoulder and
say: "Hey, you've got me here."

"Then I started to make myself
useful. By the time I was about 10,
he had theSe old public address
systems, where the amplifier was
big and weighed a ton. The micr0­
phone had wires all over the place .
and started breaking down at the
meetings. I watched what got it
going so that the next time I would
know Clt3Ct1y what to do. I was fix­
ing the microphone whenever it
broke down and seuing it up, until
I became indispensable.

"I wodced with him at his office
dUring school holidays. I learned to
type from I was nearly 11 or 12.
So I would type all his letters for
him. When he was going out to the
constituency, he would leave home
right after breakfast and he goes
the whole day, from village to vil­
lage, dealing with the kind of rou­
tine things that people complain
about - farm work programme that
they want to get on; farmers who
need assistance from the Ministry
of Agriculture - that kind of stuff.
He goes around with his big book
and he wria:s it down until I started
writing down the stuff for him."

EDUCA110N
Perhaps this early association

with older people led the young
Golding to a certain precocious­
ness. It was no accident that he
attended St. George's. He says
when taking his Common Entrance
exam in 1956, he gained 345
points. 'Ibree hundred was consid­
ered a passing mark but because he
was young, school authorities
decided he could stay at Alpha
Primary School another year and a
higher school place could go to
someone older.

Nine-year-old Golding went to
the headmaster of St. George's
and presented the case that having
achieved the marks he had, he
should not be discriminated
against because of his age.

Though Father Donahue had
not met him before, he agreed and
allowed him a first form place if
his parents would pay tuition.

Young Golding then informed
his astonished parents.

The following year he took
Common Entrance exam again and
from second form on relieved his

Please see BLOOD, B12
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NEXT: His bonding with
Donald Sangster, Clem Tavares
and Eddie Seaga

because he originally studied
sciences but after a year,
switched to social sciences.

In comparing St. George's with
JC, he found them both good but
JC more liberal, allowiqg one t
be more assertive. His older
brother Trevor had gone to JC
and his younger brother Tony
was there.

As headboy in his final year,
Golding said he had more author­
ity than some Masters. He
stressed discipline and finds it
very strange that detractors sug­
gest he is weak and lacking in
leadership qualities..

ALE

Bruce Golding, surrounded by supporters at a recent press
briefing.

1 beeame more and more interest­
ed and would read The Gleaner
for the news.

"During that time 1 was always
around people 1 regarded as sort
of heroes, who started taking an
interest in me, like Donald
Sangster, who was my fIrst men- .
tor in the party. He was close to
my family, not only because of
the relationship between himself
and my father, but also because
my mother was related to the
Sangsters through marriage so 1 '
have cousins who are Sangsters."

Golding did his Senior
Cambridge at St. George's and
then attended Jamaica College
from January '1963 until 1966.
Within 18 months of arriving at
JC, he became headboy. He
spent an extra year at JC

Continued from B9
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parents of tuition fees.
Remembering Father Donahue

as a wonderful person who knew
every student by name reminds
Golding that up until age nine his
own name was Orett Golding.

But when he went to pick up
his Common Errtrance results,
sent by post in those days, the
envelope was addressed to Miss
Orett Golding. From that day on
he decided to use hi s middle
name and is now known to us all
as Bruce.

He con~inues "I became very
interested in what politics was all

, about. So, by the time JaJllaica
became independent. 1 was 14
and there was a whole euphoria
that 1 got caught up in, about
what Jamaica can become. Prior
to that the labour paI1y had been
sort of older men, but a whole
heap of young people started
coming in - Eddie Seaga at 29,
Herbie Eldemire the same age,
Ken Jones was not much older,
and you got the feeling 'Hey, you
know, this is where the action is.
This is where the future is. and
this is where, if you rcally want
to make a contribution to your
country. this is where you ought
to po~ition yourself!'

"After the 1962 elections, the
first Parliament after Indepen­
dence, my father becaIue Speaker
of the House. 1 was at St.
George's and used to spend a lot
of time with my father. r'd leave
school at 2:30, he'ad down to
Gordon House, sit in the gallery
and just listen to the debates.

"ft was something that really
stimulated me, to hear people like,
Norman Manley. Clem Tavares,
Bob Lightborne, Donald
Sangster, Vernon Arnett debating
in the House. 1 didn't und~r. tand
all that they were talking about
but to me it was a nation at work.
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