
Sir filori7l:l <~ I ~ork •.. pra<'ti~ing what hf' prtarhe~ . 

By JJ7insome Smith 

QN WEDNESDAY, Ju n<>. 
27, 1973, on the lawns of 

g!-. House, witnessed by 
1housand-. of Jamaicans from 
~II walk" of life, a popular, but 
~uict man took rhc Oath of 
~\ll cgi.mcc ro rhc Qm:cn for a 
,·cry disringua-;ht'd office. 

llw. m.ln h.1d .1lr~·.1d\ ~cmtnbur<·J o,·er 
lh )''•'~'" ol wwk 10 dw.p.lf.;C\ of Jamaka\ 
r.~<k tUll!!ll .md pofu,,,,t hist~)nco;. Th.11 
l'n J,t\, he tt:,lll\l'd, ht• h;uf tO·giH' Up tht 
ough .md tough' of pr.>llll{''i ..111d c:ouiJ 110 
!llgU lw p.HI of tlw ppljtll<ti ,lltn,L 

J ht• 111:111: J,l111.HI: '' \ 1h1rd (.\)\'(:rtl ()l (ot'l\t:ral, 
II" t·,~dh-nn, tiw \1oM I ton. \ir Flonttl 

l.t;i~l'"k ~ (!;,It,· ol !ht· NJ•mn: Comm:lndt•r 
I riK Prdn (\; th· n~,lll'·.:t!OI); CJ. \'.0 
l \1 { : II J I. lit 

'-o1r Pmui! " I\ ·h, hr..t n:t.tptl'lll ol thl· 
(~ll·am' r ll•lll<!llr •\\\Jrd m 1'!"'1. lk \\",l'i 

~ 111)-:hH•d hl llu 1\ I IIV'>t\ Qu,·tn Ht .. lhcrh II, 
Qun·n "' IJ•tt.!H,t, •n luh, 1 9~ 1 111 <1 p1i •;;lll' 

l!rt'lll(lll\ ,11 1\u,.kHH!h m• Pi\LKl'. I l t' h.1s rt: 

·• .aw 1r.k. both lcx.tl . • md 

Chi ld hood 

1hr Ln.let tr. 
fh.cld .nhluu~ 

The GG 's tenure of office: 

13 years ·of hard 
work ... arid fun 

\\ t: r(· rhl' "tOp nH·n" 111 (he lcg.1l -r•ote<.s1nn 
rht•n 

In tho~r J.1~,, ont· h.tJ I•) go lli tngl:md to 
cram to ht:ru•m· .1 l.)wytl- ll r~ r .ucn£1> could 
nut .1f~lHJ 111 ~nd h•m 10 l.ondon to stud1 
IJw, so ht• MUdlt'll ,t,xnum~ for whrd\ t1C' could 
lw 1rained lo<.ally Jlc st.m~·d ,l;:,ounrmg lcs 
o;o '~' wuh rhl 'll·c!llhh 'od10ol oi .'\ (·<"ounran.:l 
I I,\ j,~r. 1<>h ,,.1o; .11 '-htlllc,ur\ 111 f'nrt Rn1al ,i, 
I JlllliOT d!:l' Olllll.llll 

Trad e 1;10ion ism, politics · 
I or •hl' 'tl-~'' 1\llllt' ~Gil'>, ht pJ.lO:med 

KI.Olln!olnl'' .I en~ 4-L ;he' prot(',-.;.nn Pl'l~lnlt 
tlw ~ohd h.ll k~rllllrt•l tor ht~ •mdc I PHon ,md 
puli11~,1lt.lf!'('t~. 

.. . 

14, lq44; rht• P NP calll'd t ht· ,,na~us rogcthn 
whnr h~ was. nommatt·d f or rht f .:sr Kmgston 
.md Port Ro} ;ll scar; rnc ll>'<ll·kn,)\\ 11 W11ls 
l~\.lC'i f,_~r rht• Central Klng~toi• ~cat .1nJ lo.: cn 
H1ll for Wcsrn n 1\ in~§tOn. 

There· wt~rC' or.h ·31 $C..lt'i •·• the Hou'il' or 
Rq,rc~l'tlldll\'(!o. llc~llon!> roo!.. piJr" ;tn<i "rhc 
tngeh in hc.wcn '>cemcd ro hJ' t kt5<;td" \ 
Horw:l, "~ ht• ht'l:trnc no1 onl) ,,nt~ ol tht• j,,.t 
rN P mt·mlkr~ i'n rht Hou<;<·. hut dw on!> one 
I'N l' memhu1 111 dw rorpf)r<lll .1re.1 w "'111 lu~ 

"l';\1 

I JlmO'>I l.lteti when I 
\ l.mlq lmd losr h1~ 
etcrntnr man, bur I 
wc·l l." ~.lid S1r flodld 

GG RAPS WITH \ 'lSITOR : ( jun•rnor Gc•wrnl, Sir Fl(•rizt>l Ghls~otpolf' 1;ha~ a li!lhl 
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\'t'&lr 

111 I '1~ \, rht' om am~ c.unt' dt)WO nn '\1r 
fl,lntt·l"<i polttk.tl life, a~ Mr M.tnley .1~ke<l 

Ill' ro h\!~Oillt' (,o,·ernur ( ;t~ncr..~l. Now hr. 
Y.,t-> H1 •• nucrral posmon. abovt• p:trty po'luic~ 
.md no longer a p.u:t of the poltrK.ll arcn.l. 

Mental torture 
ilt'>l 51X 

tl 

the tcchn,•logt,.tl .l(.ktncrmrnt~ Jnd 111 rhc c;pon hus• 
n~·<;c;, on~l· it w:1~ pronw.mg and now ir h<lll .. tl lo1 ut 
diflicttlt1~ l.tw1.:h~J ro ir. Fnr t'xpon, 11 is jj,lJ .10 e,\S) 
rliilC' ;the.1cl ... a ~rl'<H fighr" 

"We will h,\\'c w t>uild ,1 lull)' lniCI'Il<ll ,1.:11\ity ol 
feeding ourscln-.; .mJ prm iding all dw thtngs we l':ln do 
ft>r oursdvc'-.. I haH' '' 'tronj.: \'It'\\' that rhc dl'\Tlupn1e11L 
ot' educnuon \\ dl .1ft~ct tht· dcvclupmr.'nt uf the coullltJ. 
\'<1e han· ro h,we . . 1 tau· ;tmmun ot sdct~I\'C cJunltlonal 
trall!ing to mt•et dH: needs of nur <:OlHHry. An) one who 
anempb to proph..:'y \';·h.u \\ ;1' gomg w liappcn the next 
20 )'l"al"'> t!o not a vcr) w1sc m;m," the Coveuwr (,t•ntr.ll 
said· 

Saddest tinte 
For 1-hs r'xLclltnq, the saddest ume for ha'm .1~ 

Go,·cnmr GcncrJI \\.J' 1hc: dc.11h of ht~ mo1hcr Jnd h1s 
[WO <;(SIC~ .. Hss happiC"it 11101Tlt'lltS .He: the olnnual g.uher
tng of rhctr Fxcellent·tes' rdaU\'C!> on l~oxu1g Day at K1ng~ 
Hpust. on ;Ill a\·tr~1gr 1hcrc .m· 40 to 4S pt~oplc prt-.;rnr. 

Thts •~ .1 h.1ppy mom\.'nt for Hts b:nllcnL)' .1~ tht~ 
<JC'~sson ha~ . a rou~h of qmpllcur Jnd wuhml! art)' 
t:mla~e or prOH>t.ol sm·~>hcmem. Anmhcr mtmornhk• 
occa:;son, \\.'1.'> when ht: \tSttC'd the G111ld ltJII in 1 ond1111 
and addrt·,~cd .1 mt·ctlll~ ot the lntt·rn.lllono~l lt(lumi
Clbfe As~o.:tati(m: Fngh\h ll·•Hicr' of the assod.uion 
cune tc) J.un:u.::a. on he:mn~ hun ;,Jdrt'S~ tht~ local 
rhapter ~nd a~kl'LI hi111 to at!Jrc~> the lntemdonal 111ct·t· 
Jn~. He '"patron ol 1hc l.tmau.;a Round·T.1ble A~~Olt.t· 
uon 

I asked Sir florizcl: tf you couiJ IIITfl b.1lk tlw h;lllds 
~f tnnc, what w~·mld you do with )O\tr hk? I k respond 
cd, quae ~urc ot h1m~elf, 1 h.u he wouiJ follow tlw samr 
pMhway. He ~.:iul. hc h,, .. developed all ht'> t;lltnt.., in terms 
of. ser\'lC~. He satd he ~·1s had no amhnion of becoming 
Pnmc Mmssrer of JamaaL·a. - ..,;;------

Str,rtorizcl's Jreatm> .~re ~hat he will ~tay unttl the 
;\pproinJIC umc 10 lea,·e o:md go 10 "'' pnVItte rt!Stdem:e 
where hl· \\til enp$e 111 gardentnr, :md lc-Jd 3 quiet life 
He: '" compiling \us mcmt)l~"> on a c.1recr that sp:ln~ half a 

\.t'lltUI)'.• 
)t,mdmg al\\ ay~ be~1de the Governor Gcnernl dcd 

j,;ucd wile l.1dr jo5cphmc (nee) Ktnlockc. 'i1r Flomel 
d~·.,~nht>s hl·r ,,s bcrng a great help m.uc, 5to.mdlng b)· lum 
"throu~h 1hu.·k :md thm." 

, k !o.1id they me1 whtle travclung on .t train ro 
!\nnmto BJy. I h: wJs travcllin~ \dth Mr. Enc Co,·erley 
)tr Howcl and l\h. Covc-dc)' were gomg 10 Annotto Bay 
to perform ar .1 funthatsmg conccn .n 1hc t.lcthoJi~r 
l.h~trc h and l.adr Gla!o~polc was ~pcndmg 1hc Faster 
holidap \\ ith her ;tum. \X1hen thC)' rt:llirned tO Kltlgswn, 
rhcu fnend~htp blo~~o111rd into romance. 

Enjoys the work 
Sir Flort1.d says .. after looking b;\.,;k at the p.l~l I] 

)'l~M~. tl111r it seems· ,,11 $0 short. He h.l~ 111<1tlt• ·' lot ~~f 
~~H:rificcs bm 1llc years have been fun. I k ~•1\' fonurc he 
h:ts no plan~ to remt· tor now. He rt•rnnil~ccs th<H he has 
entoyed the hard wNk, 

lie pract1cr~ \\hat be p~eachcs Jhout h.trd work, :ts hi~ 
work tb)' ,(()lnmenccs \·eq· c:trl) In tlw mnrn•n~ .111d ends 
111 the \H'C hours of the monung a~ he hJs to keep 
abrr~ht uf h•s work. liar flonzel .;.atd he! was aware that 
j.1nt:li.'-'ii!1S d{l nuL know the amount of work he does. so 
'I he} C;)O 1\0f 3SSCSS N~ \VOrL 

''.\II in .• 111 It ha~ been a powerful g.tin. I am proud of 
,11\ mJ .tccomplishmcms." 

Comc- ~tp,tcmher, Str Florizd re.1chcs two nulesrones 
m hLS , ltfc. One. he cclcbratc5 50 yrars in pubht ofis.:c 
.md 1hc other ss a celebration of hts 77th h1rrhday on 
Srpt. 1.5. 
4~ 
~ 
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