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His Pledge 
"I HAVE ALWAYS worked ior the 

coltlltlon good ol our people and our 
country, and I pledge to c o. n t i n u e 
tlds role with.all the abUity and en· 
ergy I poS$ess." 

- -FLORiZEL AUG-USTUS GLASSPOLE 
'WAS ONE -OF .THE EARLY POLITICAL 
!PIONEERS. WITH VISIONS OF A NEW 
UAMAICA. He ·was among the compara
tively small group of patriots in the days of 
political and economic serfdom in Jamaica 
,_for such were the 1930s- who pondered 
!what could and should be done to set the 
pecple free to become masters of their fate. 

Glassp~le quickty realised that the Jamaica of 
the future had to be buiit by the toil and sweat of 
hcr·sons; that the road to independence in an almost
.impersonal world was rough and rugged, and that 
.only the best could survive. He was determined to 
work toward that goal. 

When Prime Minister 
Michael M a n I e y an
nounced last evening that 
Florizel Augustaas Glass
IPole, Command_er. of .the 
iO r d e r of DistinctiOn, 
Member of Pariiament 
for Eastern Kingston, and 
Minister of Education, 
would be the next Gov-
ernor General _ of Ja
maica, GlatlSpole's lon 
lond steady march from 
~he ground up to th 
heights had been corn 

leted. 
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Churchman 
.cr utc ''l[rc:Jt DUJUXG T~ms•: n:.\ 'RS ·r.,m 

uch Y.TeCked 193! upwur~. Hla~~IIC•I" de\' ~-
·'), His !ather. loped Into .1 skilled deb:atcn 

Method{st and was to th" for~ ·•mona; tin ... 
Ill and tl gt~ t o' of ~·oun;: men who p:trll· 

8 C h C l"• ffiS clp&Wd fn the I'Otnpe~ltiODll 
mothn Florcnee (Me Ba:~~.1er) orr;ani'lcd b)' th .. Klnnton and 
wa:; the typienl well-bred, R- St. Anllrew l.llr r:ar)· 11 11d De
dot!", quici p:~rson's wi~c: a batln l:' <\ s!Ktdllilnn, thl' n ·tbe 
strict disclptinurfun who bore leading rultni'RI ill'llllnizaUcm 
her husband four oilier chi!- or tbe t :ib·. Cila~~1•ul~ repre
dren- a ~on Tlwo. no\\' a ph y- sent.ed Cok~ (l'hurrh) \ 'oun.: 
rician 1md dnui;htcrs Florence, Men'a Club ur " lll''h he was 
1'h:>H3 anti Halcyone. Secl't!.tat•)'· from those early 

Betwel"n 1!114-1!118, the days h P was •\ d!'\'oul rhureh-
World War 1 yenrs, Floriz.cl maa and hAs bllrn n con
ntlended the Blltf Bay elemen- tlulious . mrmbl'r ol Coke 
tnr" scho::>l p,)rlland bc«luse l\felho•li~1 ('burch. 
his father '.~as then' stationed By 193i 
t"!Jere. Thr-y rt'tumed to Kin;;- blggcr hk 
ston nnll !rom 1019 to 1022 Barrbte!' 11111d lr• 
Florlzel was a lit ·•dent at the or the ~;;:.islnU\· 
Ceniral B11mch School ltht'Il E. A. Campbell 

!l.t Church Street i.t downtown Ernest A: ija~. 
Kln.!!stonl un!lcr two of J am- of Uu: KSAC' 

nica's rlnust Leachet·s-Alcxan- .crickei alah\ .u 
<'e•· Chnmbtrs anti ~·red A. 'POle fo1med 
Ml'Yel'a· • Unlied C!c 

et.•'.l 

held In the open air under a 
tamarind tree di the Scout's 
Ht:adquarters In Church Stf'!et, 
King.s!>!)ll, where tht- otfice!; 
.o! the Jnmnicn Tcn<"bcrs. As
sociation now' stand. 

In 1922 hli' f"I'IN'C:i Wol'Ill'r's 
B(lys Sch(lol. In !our years· he 
gradu;;ted, hnving pnssed both 
J unl.or and Senior Cambridge 
Sxnminnuons, and absorbed 
the !ugh tenets oC a -:Bood 
character !rom '\hat 'ough and 
thuraugh dlo;elpllnarlnn · nd 
hcadmasier - ne::lnnld Myr:c 
l\hllTay, 

Floriz£>1 G n~spolc'a '•rst I'X· '•t~<! JUCA wns on almost lll
P<Isurc· to WOl'k' "out in the one 
world" was In thr.. GOve:nmcnl 

Servke .nl lhc. Registration of 
Titles Office and \he General 
Po~t Office. HiS flfst pay pae
~et was the handsome sum or 
!:8.6.8 monlhJy-good rnon~y 
in Jamaic:i In those days. 

Insatiable ... 
UJS li'iSATJ,\Bl.E TBIRST 

for knowleclce led. him Co 
aludy Accountancy under a 
local accountant, Mr. R. .r\ . 
Parkln~on, and Utrourh e~or
rrspODdrnt'r ·cour11rs wlt.b ibe 
Senitb b School or .A~ooun&· 
aney. 

A desire to employ his 
knowledge to assist his less 
educated fellownum led him 
to ~k ctrv,ployment outalde 
the Civil Service, so in 1930 he 
went• ·to Scrl!c hlnnd Sugar 
E!ifate, near Seaforth, St. 
Thom01s, tu work ns an ac
counting clerk. 

lie rec-alls: "My h<>art shud
dered ~~·lth S)'mpathy for those 
caneticld workerll • • • They 
work~d s:x long <)nys under n 
SC'OI'Ch!ng ~un for a mere 1(1/
per week 1: .vas snuck
l!!Jl.'' 

011 ))chalC or empl':l)'ee-;- who 
v.'l:lrked. l<mg llltUr& f'lr JJJ/- :., 

; 30 - pet· week. When the 'ho~s 
ioof '\\'ork were reduet.'<l to 4.'\ 
! 'pel' week. there wns rejoicing 
•: everywhere. 

l The economic nntl sochll 'C:m
d!tiorut o! the c.ountry lert 
most Jllill~icans diSSIItl,siie 

Trinidad ln 1937, l.!rlah Bu•l 
led workers In ma;.~h•c d 
.stratwn.c;. Jn ,lamuicn 
Nationul Reform · Ali~oclntir• 
led · by the late 'N. N. "C'r 
Netherso1CJ and Kc11 Hlll, \\ 
!orml"d. Glasspole wr.s a rr. 
ber. 

Rebellion 
ruE SATIOSA.l.ISTIC aparks 
&eeame a brlcbt. Ua.mr . J'am
alcaDI were on Ute mo\'t', . ~Y 
1M,ay 1&38 a stmple partable 
I IJl~'lden& at Frome, \Vedmore
Jllll4 found hundreds ol work
liuncry JamaltiUIS !n rrbrllio" 
and Utla aprr• d r a p1 d I 'I 
'throu11toul JamaicA ancl • b r
rame what ,. no":· knou·n '" 
··'Tbe riots or 1938" 

All these cQndltlons led to 

~ 

Union 

l"ongrC!ls wns n mom IX!r of the 
Comml!lsion. So outstanding 
wns Glnsspolc's work :\mong 
th~ workers. that Sir Wal:er 

\lor the British Tt'C) award
ed Glasspole a scholnr~.hlp to 

.dy Trndc L'nio'llsm a 
Ox!ord's Ruskin ColleCt'· World 
War B c.ruptcd In 1939 .md it 

poie was ~ble 
Oxford. 

.In 1930 the 

oeecd to 

anrl bccnmc 
idcnl. 

~Fight' 
LV COS T ElUPOR.-\ :'\iE()I' S 

po!ILic!ll hla&ot·~· uue "'ted .n!Jt 
rt'lll te drtalla. U Is s ufficien t 
hrre to re!('Ord lhat l' lurlzc"' 
(;Ja~pole wu In lhe l11r t'£r•mt 
or all efrorta of the P eOIIh(ll 

SllUe)Dal Pllrty In lb. repreaen
taUoiUI and "IIcht" tor a New • 
('onstitu tlon ro r J :alll4lea based 
on Universal Ad ull s'ulftace. 

Returmng to Kingston the 
same ;:.-ear Glosspole joined 
the finn of S, N Shoueair, 
drygood! wholesale .Jn2ft!banl 

'the t ormaUon of the Trade 
~ilion Advisory Counc1l and • ON UECEJIIBEJC h. 1944 
l.!_n September thnt year 01 t~e .r.Jasspole lriUJPect by t.ooo 
'People's Nntional Party Flon- \'otea ovrr bla t.hrrc: rh ·:els-•tr. 

C IIIS.$llOle \\'liS nn acth'e G. E. Valeatble CJ.LJ'.), Ba r-
-- ' risth E. £, A, Campbell. tin~ 

dep~aden&) and Mr. \ ' i\' la n 
Durbam (~ndtn&~. 

1-.:> 

But throughout JJIII 

oq1y tive ot thS 19 cnndldnl.l•s 

or the P.-.~.P. won, n!lll 
J.L.P. sv:ept to power 
scats from 28 candldatt's. Nm
wlthstandlng, the five mem 
the p .N.P. bad ill 



., 
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C:ilnliuu~cl from Crn~rC'5prudl 
nt• lvn11 "Lloyd, Glnsspolc, W. 
D. l..inlon. t'. L. B. ''Slave Doy" 
EHulS nut! Norman Sinclnlr
'formcd o formidable Opposi
tion. wiUt Glnsspole ~!ng con

t:mlly In the limelight. 
Glnsspolc wa.~ nppointcJ 

~ccretary of U1e P.N.P.'s Par
linmcntary Group, n post he 
~olds 11;1 to now, anti cstablish

lt.>U himself as a sJ.·illr.d, tou~;h 
and prnutrnt>ng rlcbnter. 

Although burdened with n 
great deal of tr:actc union busl-

~
t!SS. GI<~SSpolc held the reins 

of General Secretary of th~ 
rruc until 1!15:!. when what 
b«ame oommonly known fts 
fll'br~ S!llll... In which ccrt.al.n 
1P1N.P. acU\•lsts were expcUcd 
:fr?nl tbP. Party lOok plncc, 
Wtlh the result that th 
~alimaal Worker~; Union wru; 
romted. Gl:u;spolt"\ agnln held 
I. he post of G~;nNn I SccrnlarY 
nnd re,~;!gnl)d ln 1955 ·.·:111.;n 
!he P.NIP. WOII ils rli·sL l':tr
Jiamentary viciory and Glass
JI"Ic bccnna~ M lni~ ter or I,ubow· 
iht January or UUil ye:n·. 

i· Distinction 
WUJ:~ 'J'JJI: 1•,\RTl: MSUiil•, 

rd urlir~, t:luapole became 
Lta.dl'r nt Go,·unutent llu\1-
r l'lll In the llouar., an oUice 
\\bleb he held wllh dlatlncUon 
·unUl the. Jlf0\l6Ses or drmu
~r2t'y ont"e more broucbt in the 
..... L.r... u the Govrmmf'nl In 
JSG2. 

By ,·ir!'Jl'. or hls office 
!Lc:ull.'~ or Ute HouS\:, Flori2cl 
. GU:sspol!! 11111.6matlcaUy bcc1mc 
Chnfnnan of the local Execu
th·c Commltlec of the Com
monv;caltll l'arllnmcntary AG-
.soc!aUon. ' 

During Ius Incumbency ns 
Minister or l..about•, ho exerted 
:knucll effort. and saved the 
then "dying'' Jamaic:ul Farm
IWork Programme In U1c Unltetl 
.Stales ot An~er n. On II tour 
or that cow1 n 1956, Glass-
·polc lccturc<.l · crulls, held 
mccllitgs with farmers; U.S. 
government otrlclals, and the 
powertul AFr..-CIO and there
by tcvlvcd this-most Important 
l;md illvisll.>lc l'lqlort arm or 

'amnka's cronomy:. 

g 
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In that pe.riod too, he s.151U
I'ully handlcrt many lmport
:ull labour <lisputes including 
11 gcnernl strike of the K.lng
~<ton waterfront. He also intro
dut•t:>d the Registration of 
Travel Ageucles Law. 

lmp_e~t~ 
Bt:T lT \\'A~ :a~ )Unhtu ttf 

•:duraUon from 195i to 1962 
tbal Florlzd Glasspole made 
Ills moat Important t.mput. on 
lbl' Jamaltan nallon. Emercintr 
wltb Uae DC!W P.S.P. Govern
ment. waa a plan wbieh aimed 
at F.DCCATIOS FOR :\LL, 
t:QU.'\LITY ASD OPPOB.TU
~~n- FOR ALJ,, and &bal. 
tllflae brc:ame IL lnlegral 11arl 
or thr .. )fmblr)"1. .admluitrtr l" 

lion. \.. 
It wns Flori1.el Glasspolc, 

tvo. who Introduced free places 
~l srcnndnry schools ,on the 
bm;is ot Ute rcsulL• of tho:! 
Common Entrance Examlna
t!on. 

A close DS5odatc or his 
Pnrtv'!! Leader. 1he Late Ht 
Excellent Norm<~n Manic~ 
.NnUon:~l -Hero, Glasspole • v.'l!S 
one ot Jnmaicn's reprcsemn
tin•s on thl" St.andin~ co,n-

miUt-e on west Indfes · 'fedcr:l
tlon and lal!erly was a mem~ 
bcr of Jrunllicn's Ho~ or Rc-
rcsentatl"es Committee and 

dalcgalion which finalised the 
pre~:cnl Constitution w~ili "the 
BritWl Government ... n '..ondon 

In 1002. On th~e missions 
Glasspole trn\·clled extcnsi\'e
l.y and with success-

Alter the P.N.P. lost the 
1962 IndepL'Ildencc elections, 
Glasspule ~· a member of 
Ulo CPA deleg<&tion which 
.oured A !rica. Jt. was his first 

contal't. with thc Black Con-
tinent, and be was Impressed 
with what he saw and heard. 
lt \\"ii:l on this tour 1ltat his 
p'"ed('CCSSor, retired Govern'l.~ 

G•·nt'l-ul Sir Clillord Campbell. 
heard ot his appointment Lo 
that high oC!ice. 

TDE POLI1"ICAL (ll'ndulum 
awWJr onco more ln fa\·our or 
the J',,..,P, In 1912, with a la.nd
allde ,·ldor,-, a.nd U:le Prime 

.~llnl'!~r Mr. :MIC'hael M~ey 

bmd n,, besltuUnn In appoint
Ing t'lorlul Glaupole loll \J:!e 
l'ducatfcln Mlnlatr)··. 

Over the pll!l twch'C months 
Mlnisler Glnsspule 'has bean 
working hard !or the imple
mentation o! hls and his 
Party's dream-EDUCATION 

}'OR ALL. This has now been 
nnounccd. 

Jn a rorcword to 01e presen
tation of. "The Education 
Thrust ol. the iOs." Minister 
Glasspo'e say~ Inter alia: ''Thil 
document is Intended to set 
out in concise lorm, using 
19i3/i4 as the base year, the 
policy programmes lo be pur
~ued. the chall~nge !Or im
plementing development, the 
!undamcnll!l strutcgl<"s to be 
utilised in lawlching this new 
development. It Is a guideline 
for educational a c l i v it I e s 
which, If rc~olutely pursued, 
will produce substnnl.lal r~sults 
in the future." 

Florlzcl Augustus GIBs!!pole; 
was made a Comp:ll\lon of the 
Ordet' or DlsUncllon 'in Odnhr-r 
I!J70, for disl!ngulshed service 
in the Island's Legisla\\.re. 

In .JIUlaary last lllnlater 

Glaaspole vUfi~nCilraea."· \'rn
rza~Pla, •• cues& or lba.t coun
tr-y'• Prealdem., \fblle U:lere he 
wu decorakil by U:le \ 'enezue
lan Prelldnt with the Order 
o-t Andns &eliot, one qf that 
.naliona hlchut. 

Plec/ge 
I ASK£0 unr. "l.ookiu~ 

back. )h·. Gl~•poteo. onr " 
oiO-yr~r ~pan of public llfr, 
what do ~ou consider your: 
ten m01o1 out~ta.udiu~ aehie~,e
mt..nt&? .. 

e ~n· WORK for l.he f'.l&ab
lkhmeot of 'hf', .trmocr.a
Ur protrss in tbe "CraJr 
f.' alon :\lo\·eml'nl.. 

• ::W.V ROLE In ba,·Jo~: 1h•• 
• Shnp .u~utan&a L:a\\ 

1939 lntroduc:f'd O&lld pa 
td · 

eTIIE 

hole" on his lapd durlnr a 
reC'tn& prtze-&ivlnc ceremony 
at the National Arena 

/ 
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ork Pro(I'IUilme In 'the .LOCJRJ:, whomlae - n1arnw-'.a 
U~& in 1955,, Jn~udln;r July 7, 1934· Jlln. 1 a~tc•1• nle 
lbe ~ of &he friend- will pt·ove a rraeluu! .,.,.._. 
abip &:ad .Uppor& of Lad:r. t :nolk!nta&loaa an.t ra
Georce Leany ot . the dearlnt:ly r.lfaWe, alJe 11a a 
&FL/CIO lor tbe ~~ebeme. fiDe rcoeord ef HClal u&IY'hla 

e MY ROLE iD education bebllld bu. 
development from 19S7 to • 
19«!, &.1111 sueeeediD&' in BQr;n a. V l C: tor I a Park, 
ce*'ID~ &be eoneept c.f Fyffe 5 Pen. St. 'Eilza~th. ,qhr 
EdueaUon FOR .\Lt.. nnd .attended the IJtuc T.on 1nn 
EQUAL OITORTU~lTY Elementary School nnd l:•ler 
FOit ALL, rapture the received private tuition. She 
tmacinaUon of we 1u55- also attended a six-numlh 
roo& people of Jamaica. social welfare course :.t tlie 

e THE EST.ABU~DME~.;r Oxford Centre, Ens:lalld. •iur-
and development nf ao•md ing 1946/47 whUe her htt·-lmlld 
parliamentary pracUt"t!l was . at Rualdn Colle g.:!, She 
and eonvenUon11 .'lnd the. has been rl!lpODsiblc· for the 
pre~~ent S&audln&' OrJ••r• e~labllshment of. tht• Eiist 
of the Bouse. Kingston Creche whlrh hn~ 

e TilE VOTE tor 18-)'l'llr~- been ot great ~eClt to ._, •n·k· 
olds. lng mothers ot her husll:•nd'" 

e EXPANSION OF tc'cbnll\.ll constituency for many '"''•lrs: 
ediUl&~loa tbrou&b lechnl- and was also Chalrmun ,,, hf' 
cal bleb schooli and lhe l:a~t Kingston P.N.P. Wo•ltt.'n's 
eatablllhmt!D& or Ute col- Organisation during the IUI!tis. 
lep. of &rta, Sdenc:e ami 
Technology. 

e INTRODUCTION of tr~'t' 
plaeea to eeoondary 
sehools, ana &be ctemocn
u..uon or these iostltn. 
Uons. 

• cossmucnos or the 
~IDistry or t:ducalion 
Headquarter• and Gordon 
Douse. 

De "·as De.x1 :Ultl'd: ".X>iw 
that roa are committed to 
what mas& neceaearOy bt' your 
ultimate eODtribnUoo to thr. 
land or .your blr&b, wl1at is 
your brld declaration!" 

De rt'plJed: 
"I BAV£ &LW.\.YS work· 
t'd for &be common ;; ,,.,d 
of' oar ~ple and our 
country, ADd I Jlled.;• to 
conUnue &ILls rote 'wllh 
all the ablW:y :\Dd cncor::r 
I poaea;" 

He was next asked: 
"Now that you are commilie!l 

in what must necessarily be 
your ultimate con'ldbution 
to !.he land of your birth, whut 
is your brief declaration," 

He, replied: 
SUPPORTING Florlzel Glass

pole In bU momt!lda of tri
umph and ddea& lau been hi• 
wHe~~A_JOSEl"BINE~KIN-

\VUe her 1u•bud wa11 :\tln
ls&er of Lalloar, · Hl'll. c:la~!l
pole lecl llle tua of ladle• 
wlalcb uallted Uae Mlnl~trl In 
selee&lq U..bold brlttw ror 
reerallmen& .. Canada· 
She hu been a dress d•:sir:nl'r 
and her hobbles nre rl!~td1ug 
.wlmmlng 8Dd prdenln~ 

FUlly committed to her 
band's -m~tllarloug net 
Mr& GlasspOle has lon~ 
lenrncd to be patient nbo 
demand• upon hla time 
THE GLASBPOLE'S daulthh·r 
Sara Loa. II lT. Sbe atli·udrd 
\'a1 Prep Se1aoo1 and wa• the 
"Inner of a free plaae to St. 
Andrew IIJcb Reboot for .;irl!l. 

She has puaed the G.C E. 
"0'' Level In llx IUb)eciJI, wllh 
distlncUon In English I.nn
guue and Literature nnd :• 
credit ln Blltory. She Is n .. w 
preparing tor the "A" Level 
t>xmas. 

Sara Lou's amblUon is .l.u ht'
come a teacher, with Spnul~h 
and History u her ~pcdnlttlc.s 
Her hobbiea are swlrnmlnt: 1u•tf 
tcnnls. 

There II M doatl& &be 1 a~ns
llole famJIJ will fellow th•• rinf' 
lradl&oa edaMiabed by .l;t;u.l
iea'• llnl MMTo Gonrnnr 
Gt!lleraJ. - -

/6-
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IS AFlllCA:' GIUlijJOie (rlcbt) vtalte~ Afrlea few lhe flr56 lime !n 
19ft. lie was a meDibd or &he CommonweaiQa Parllamea&arJ' Aua
datiOQ ... en boldlllc Ua ~llal conference In Lacos Nlcerla. li ,. ... 
at tbat thDc that &be appointment or Slr Clifford Camp)eQ (ICClond 
from rlcbt) Ill! &he ftrsi aatlve Governor General el JaDtalea wu • n
nouneed. 

J1t. 
~- -
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