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A portrait of Professor Rex Nettleford hangs beside the combined choirs of the University Singers, the
University Chorale and the National Dance Theatre Company at the University Chapel in Mona, St
Andrew, yesterday, during the thanksglvmg service for the Iate cultural icon.
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N ECLECTIC band of moumers
gathered at the University
Chapel in Mona, St Andrew,
yesterday to celebrate the legendary
feats and remember the compassion of
cultural giant Professor Ralston
Milton ‘Rex’ Nettleford.
Among those in attendance at the
official service of thanksgiving for

the intellectual icon were politicians,
diplomats, maintenance workers, stu-
dents, professors, and dancers.

Those in mourning reflected the
people Nettleford’s life touched, and
are perhaps best encapsulated in a
phrase used by Professor Edward
Baugh - “every puss,dogand fowl”.

The select few who spoke during the
funeral recalled Nettleford’s bountiful
contribution to the Jamaican society a

- lifetime of work which they said bore

the fruits of educational institutes, a
dance company, academic treasures and
an unmistakable Caribbean identity.
“Since the advent of Jamaican and
Caribbean independence, few indi-
viduals have left as significant a
stamp on the annals of Jamaican and
Caribbean life as the ' Honourable Rex
Nettleford,” declared Lloyd Goodleigh,
president of the Jamaica Confederation
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Sergeant Basil Walters of the Jamaica Constabulary Force’s Mbile

Reserve leads a procession taking Nettleford’s ashes through a guard
of honour to the office of the University Registrar for safekeeping after

the thanksgiving service.

Caribbean Sea,” Edward Baugh, pro-
fessor emeritus, said in his eulogy.

“And as the spirits dance on the
waves, we will hear under the singing,
the drums,” he continued, “The drums
— the heartbeat of the people. Good
night, sweet prince, and flights of
angels sing thee to thy rest.”
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Right: Sergeant Basil Walters of
the Jamaica Constabulary Force’s
Mobile Reserve leads the bearer
party during the recession of the
urn containing the remains of
Professor Rex Nettleford. Looking
on in foreground is Professor
Barry Chevannes.
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Mourners gather outside the University Chapel after the official funeral.
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Former government minister
Dudley Thompson was also in
attendance at the thanksgiving
service.
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