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Acquisition of Amity Hall Property 

I wi sh to bring to the attention of this Honourable 

House the propos a l of the Gove rnment to acquire Amity Hall property , 

in the parish of Saint Catherine, and to seek the authority of the 

House to guarante e a loa n being obtained by the Agricultural 

Development Corporation for this purpose . 

2. This property consists of 3, 200 ac r es of l and, a.11d i s 

currently l eased by the Agricultur a l De velopment Corporation for 

a period of 30 year s from the 1s t January, 1953 on the following 

financial te rms :-

(a) during the first period of 6 y ears r ental £4 ,000 p . a . 

(b) during the second period of 6 years r e nt a l £4,500 p . a . 

(c) during the third period of 6 years r ent a l £5,000 p . a . 

(d) during the fourth peri od of 6 y ears rental £5,500 p . a . 

(e) during the fifth period of 6 y ears ren tal £6,000 p . a . 

Rental is payable quart e rly on the l a st days o f eac h of the months 

of March, June, Se ptemb e r a nd December. 

Under th e terms of the l ease, there is a covenant which 

requires tha t at the expirat ion or s oone r dete r mina t ion of the 

tenancy, the Corporation i s to yie l d and de liver up to the less or 

the l a n d an d buildings and a t l east 800 a cre s of the l a nds in 

guinea g r ass , well est ablis hed and appropria te l y s h ade d. There 

is no provision in th e l s u se for compensation for any permanent 

improvements made to t h e l a nd by the l essee , such as ro adways , 

c anals, irriga tion ',"!arks , draina ge a nd r e clam a tion work , with the 

result that a t the end of the l ease , what ever structur~or other 

de velopments the Corporation will ha ve unde r taken ~n this 

property will a utomatic a lly fall to t h e l ess or s . 

4. The Corporation a cting on b ehali of the Gove rnment 

has r eached agreement wi t h the Trustees of the Est a te to a cquire 

the property on the b as i s of th e terms and cond i t ions whic h a r e 

set out in the Appendix toe~is Ministry Pa per. 

Under the s e te r ms a nd conditions tho Corporat ion i s 

r e quir ed to pay a price of £287~500 as folJou s: -
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2. 

(a) Initial payme nt on possession S9 6,030 

(( N.B.) 
£53 ,5'30 
a c quire 
to rJe et 
s et out 
will be 

Of this initia l paynent o.n a DOUJ.i t of 
will b e u sed by th e Corporo.tion to 
Land Bonds of a f a c e v a lue of s65,000, 
the t e r ns and c ondit i on s of ~Xlymon t as 
by the v endors 0.nd the re n o. i ning £42 ,500 
paid in cash) • 

(b) The ba l a nce of £180,000 to be a l oo.n from the 

Executors, which is to be secured by four 

promissory notes t o b e i ssued by the Corporation 

in f a vour of th e Executors for £45,000 each, and 

which will be payable respectively on the first , 

second, third a nd fourth anniversa ry of the date 

of compl etion. Each of the not es ~ill provide 

tha t n o int e r est is to be payable ther e on up to 

its due date for payme nt, but if o.ny note is not 

paid on it s due da te for payment , tl1cn interest 

will b e paya ble on the amount of tl1G note until 

payment a t the prime l ending r a te of coonercial banks 
1 

in J a ma ic a prevailing for the time being . 

The main reasons for wishing to purchase t h i s property a r e : -

(i) to r e t a in an es tablished quarantine sta t ion which 

currently is being us ed for the i mlJor tc d breed-

irnprovement stock . Its proximity to Kingston 

facilitates the work of the Veterinary Division; 

(ii) to provide a suitable site for tho proposed Prison 

Fa rm, and so r e le ase the l a nds now occupied by the 

St. Catherine District Prison for other des ira ble 

development; 

(iii) to provide for the expa~sion of Agricultural Tr a ining 

Centres whic h will become increasingly i mportant in 

future years; 

(iv) to provide a permanent centre for the c nlf r earing 

programme which is an integ r a l pc,rt of the Dairy 

Development Progra mme; 

(v) to r e lieve Gove rnm e nt of the burden of l easehold 

depr e cia tion c ha rge s amounting to so me £13 , 800 a 

y e a r which have t o be c a rried und 0r t h e l ease 
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agr eement in or de r to liquidate over the r emain-

i ng lif e of the Corporat ion' s ten<:t.n c y , the 

c apit a l deve lopment cha r ges t h a t have been spent 

on the l and . 

6. Advant ages of t he Purc hase 

7. 

(i) If the pr ope rty is purcha sed , t~e A.D.C. will be 

ab l e to c a rry out further c api tul impr ovements, 

fro m ti me to time which . + lv wo~ld not normally 

undert a.ke during tenancy. 

properties a r e purchased will no t he ne ce ss a r y . 

Ilor eover , .s i n c e the property j · .· lre ,~dy i n t he 

hands of the GovernmeDt, th e Gove ::.~l1.ment i ,:; aw :~.r e 

of its capabilitie s . 

(iii) fl. t the price of f e red, t he cost to Gov e rm;Jen t of 

a c quirin c t hi s p roperty is an .':c verP. [~ e of E115 

per a cre for the l e vel irric able land. In the 

p a rish of St. Catherine, simila r l ands a r e sold 

for pric e.:> far in exc es ::::> of t h i .s fi gur e . 

(iv) The i mproveulel1t:3 liiEtde to t he p r operty_ by the 

Corpor a tion up to now , which would normally fall 

to t h e l essors when the l e a se e x pires , will 

a ccrue t o Government. 

Under .Section 10, Sub-sections ( 2) a...'YJ.d (3 ) of the 

Agricultura l Development Corp oration Law , Chapte r 3 , however, it is 

provided a s follows:-

n (a) 'N1~ t he arprov a l of the House of Repr e sent a tives the 

Hinister may gua r antee in such ma1.1l1er a nd on such con-

ditions as he may t h ink fit the payment of t he 

principal a nd of interes t on any ;;_uth orised borrowings 

of the Corp or at ion made otherwis e t La11 by 'Nay of 

advance under sub - section ( 1) of t h L:; ;::;e ction. 

(b) Where the !Iini~:; t er i s sati .s fied t hat the re h e.s b e en 

default in the re-payment of any principa l moni es or 

interes t gue.ranteed unde r t h e p~OV..t. siom:; of t hi s 
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section, he s h a ll direct t he r e - ;);;,y , ,)~:1 t Ot'.t of 

thG ass e t s nn d reve n ue of t hi .s I .c~ Lmd o:i:' ·>':h ich 

t he r e h as b e e!l s uch default • 11 

In viev of thi s , the app r ov a l of t he n ou ne of Uepresenta tives 

is r equired for t l1e Minis t e r of Ag riculture and LHn~s to ~uar ant e e t he 

pay ment of t he p rincipa l of :md interest "On the loaa .:; e:tn r_:; ma de to t h e 

Corpora tion b y the Executors of the ~state. 

8. I ther e fo r e propos e to move in t h i s ;--.: ono··.r z-•.1) J.e Hour.;e a 

Resoluti on to c omply ~it h th e r e quirements of the Ja~ . 

M. P . No. G2 121 T ~J . 

l'"i inis ter of Ag r iculture and I.ands 
5th Aug u a tt 1968 . 

.. 



APPENDIX 

1. The purchase price i s to be £ 287,500 payable as set out hereunder in 

exchang e for th e t wo duplicate Certificates of Title for the lands 

and a re gisterab l e t r ans fer signed by the executors in favour of y ou 

and your n ominees . 

The purchase pric e is to b e payable 

(a) as to £ 65,000 i n l and bonds, 

and 

(b) as to the bal an ce in cash provided that the executors wi ll lend 

you a sum of Sl~ O , OOO on the terms hereinafter set out so that 

only £42 , 500 1.7:i..ll b e payable immediate l y in cash and y ou will 

give the e x ec utors the four notes for £45,000 each he reinafter 

mentione d . 

3 . The title to the l ands Ghall be free of incumbrances ( as y our lease 

will terminate) save a nd except for the existing gr a nt of e asement to 

the Jamaica Public .Se r v ice Compan y Limit e d for the ma i ntenance of the 

existing powe r lines on t h e prope rty which grant is now protected by 

caveat. There is a l s o the further proposed g r a nt of easement to 

the Jamaica Public ,:;ervice Company Limi te d mentione d i n paragraph 10 

below. 

4. Completion by trans l'er and payment of purchase money will be on or 

be fore 30th Septembe r , 1 968 as to which time shall be o f the essence 

of t he contract. 

5 . The land b onds vJi l l be dated as of th e da te of compl e tion so that 

interest t hereon vill a ccrue as from that date and t heir t e rm will 

expire on the t wentieU1 a nnivt!!rs a r y of that d a t e . 

6. The £ 180,000 to be len t to y ou b y the executors to enable y ou to 

complete pa yment o:f t~ 1 e purchase mcne y will be secured b y four 

promissory note s i usued b y y ou in favour of the exec ut ors for £ 45,000 

each which will be payable respectively on the first, second, third and 

fourth anniversarie s of the date of comple tion. Each of the notes 

will provide tha t no interest is to be payable thereon up to its due 

date for payment , but i :f any not e is not paid on it s due da te for 

payment, then i ntere u t v ill be pa y ab l e on the amount of th e note or on 
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so muc h of it as re mains unpa id cot:!pute d f ran the due da te for 

pay t:!e nt of the note until pa y ment, o..t t he priue l ending r a t e 

of comme rcia l ba nks in J ama ic a pr e v a ilin g for the time being. 

The pa y ment of t he note s nn d a ny i n t e r e s t the r e on will b e 

secured a s me ntione d i n t he succeed i n g ;JOX at:, raph he r e of. 

The a pprova l of Gove rnment will b e fir s t ob to..ine d by you purs ua nt 

to section 9 of the Agricultura l Develop~c nt Corp oration Law for 

your b orrowing the s a i d sum of £ 180 ,000 upon the t e rms herein 

mentione d, a n d Governme n t will, pur s u ant to s e ction 10 of tha t 

La w unconditiona lly guaran t ee pa y ment b y y ou of each of th e not e s 

and o f a ny interes t t ha t may b e co me pa ya b l e the r e on. 

Rental unde r the l ease will b e payable compute d up to the da te of 

comple tion and n o rent o.. l in r es p e ct of the pe riod th e r eaft e r will 

b e pa y ab l e . 

All c oot s o f and incide nt to th e tro.ns f or 2.11.d the creation of the 

notes including a ll s t a mp dutie s an d r e [_; i : ;-G r o.tion f ees a nd the 

v e n dors ' solicitor' s cost s of t he t ran s fe r ( c omput ed a ccording to 

t he J an a ic a Law S ocie ty s c a le) will be b or n e Rn d paid by y ou 

pro vi ded t h a t suc h c os ts s ha ll not inclwl e a n y cha r ge s incurred 

in pe r f e cting t he v e n d ors ' title . 

10. As you a r e a war e the ex e cutors with y our consent a nd a pprova l h a v e 

a g r e ed t o g r o.nt t o t h e J amaic a Public Ser vic e Compa ny Limit e d a 

furt her e a s e ment for a 138 k V tra nsmi ss i on line from it s Old Ha rbour 

powe r s t a ti on o..cross t he prope rty . I f t hat g r ant i s comple t ed 

before t h e d a te of comp l e tion the l a nd u i ll b e sold a nd tra n s f e rre d 

subj e ct a l s o to t ha t g rant of eas ement. I f the g rant of e a s ement 

i s n ot c omple te d b e fore the d a t e of comp l etion you will assume a nd 

tnke ove r the obliga tions of the vendors, as own e r s of the prope rty , 

to ma ke tha t g r ant of easer:Jent. The Rrra ng e ment with the 

J a ma ica Public Servic e Compa ny Limit e d i s tha t the cor:1pa ny should 

p a y t he own e rs of the property a sum o f ,01 1 000 f o r the g r a nt. If 

thi s off e r i s a cc e pt ed a n d the purc haG e i s comp l e t e d you will b e 

entitle d t o t ha t £ 1,000 wh e t h e r or not t he fu r t h e r gr a nt of 

e a sement i s pe r fe cted bef or e or a ft e r t he do. te of c omple tion. If 

thi s of f e r i s n o t a cc ept ed or the purc ll~"'lU O i s n ot compl e t e d t he 

exe cut or s as owne r s will b e entitle d t o the 2 1, 000 . 
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