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Media specialist EASTON LEE:

“Few Jam:

.F’ n

alcan mcn can

relate to women-as equals™

OT MANY Jamalcan men | know can
relate to o woman as an equal,” says
Easton Lee, "they feal threatened, or
they feel a lot of other things — bu!
not equalify!”

Easton, veleron of many facets of the local media and
droma circles — and veteran of a marrioge which hos
been going strong for over 30 vears feels fwo important
foctors are among the reasons for this situation:

“The woman is to be blomed for some of this.” he
says, "Jamaican mothers fend to cater too much to thelr
boy children. They don't give them a sense of indepen-
dence, they alwoys want to mother them; although, this
is changing now.”

On the other hand, he thinks our men are afraid of
their femininity “They don't occept the Freudian theory
that in each gender there is some of the other.

“In general, the Jomaoicon mole tries oo hard fo be
male — it is reaglly insecurity — and conseguently gels
into oll sorts of emotionol frouble ond stress. For in-
stance, some of them feel there ore certain things men
don't do. I1's not manly, for instance, to cry if an

{9

emotion moves vou — they'll lough Instead. They see
the home os being either male or

certain things in

EASTON's parents, the late Henry Lee, who came fo _Jamaica from Canwton, China, and Mrr. Ercie

Lee, nee Simpson, from Junction, Si. Elizabeth,

ierfmle. men do not wash dishes or clothes, or cook,or
tidy the house.

® To change

*This olso Is beginning to chonge, though — ond 1 seg the
change In married men more than in the bochelors.My
sons, for instance, gre betfer of fathering ond husbond-
Iing than | was. They are really fonkastic vowng men,”

This versiotife Agquarion — somegsirolofers classity
him os Pisces since he 5 born on ‘fhe €osp! — saovs he
has few criticisms of the Jomaicon wompn.  Howewved,
prefering femining ' lodies, ‘ho notes tho! some of our
WOmen Come across agaressive and. unfemining, \when
they try too hard to prove they ore egual 1o men,

Easton. a Director for the public relations and com-
murications firn Creotive projects Limited, is an oward
winnina iournalist and dramatist.

NATIONAL LIBRARY C

Before teaming up cnllmuﬂs. ina Meeks 1o
launch thelr own firm.la o be [olned by Hurtley
Neita, he was Director of Audin-visunls at the Agency
for Public Information {(now Ji5); Creative Director of
LNCK ‘s odvertising, ogency, ond Special Assistont (me-
dia) to former Prime Minister Michoel Manley. He has
olso served as Producer/Director of AP1: Droma Devel:
opment Officer with the Social Development Commis-
sion, and Radio Producer/Announcer at JBC, ‘

He has recelved the Seprod Special Hmmﬁurnrg:
ducing ond directing the television series "Jomaica Re-
members”; the Press Association's 1983 Ranny Willioms
Prize for Cultural Interest, for producing the radio
programme “Coribbegn ions” for BWIA, ond the
Instityte of Jamaoica's medal for contributions in the

fieid of dramo.
@ He has played

He Is olso o prize-winning nhatwwi'lrar:lnr. ond a
poet and playwright. In fact, his play “The Full Price”
(1983) woas Jamaolca's first television play. “The Rope
and the Cross.” his other full length play, hos won high
accloim here. This grew out of o narrative poem of his,
sparked by on interest in the mother-son-relationship —
the play examines the suffering of the mother of Jesus
ond the mother of
Judas.

An Interesting
cross-fertilization be-
tween the diiferent
creative media fol-
lowed. Eoston’s Hrst
‘poem on the theme
insplred a ballet cho-

Rope ond the Cross’
— and this sporked o
by  Mervyn

Compbell a Dﬂlﬂ'liﬂl,
and the voung ortis!
Michoel Hoshing was
so moved by the play
that he brought the
watercolour he did
as o resuit.as a giff
to the playwright,
The play Is now be-
ing published by Cre-
ative Projects Lim-
ited.

Though Easton
longs to be:oble to concentrate full time on his writing
withou! having “to hustle o moke o living™, he hos
manoged 10 create eight other plays (one acts) and Is
now working on a third full length pioy. Mot surprislnglv,
ke has 0 reputation omong his colleagues for accom:
plishing far more than the averoge person,

His secret, he iz a_gombination of nol wasting
fime, finding he" &nc& between coreful plonning ond
=pontoriiety, and ensuring that he finds time fo “replen:
Ish the creotive resources.” g

Quiet times locked awoy in his study ot home, tirtvlnﬁl
oraund the couniryside on weekends os the splrll.moves

him (and as the-budget allows) and foking in thﬁlﬂlﬁ-
dion Carpivol each vear, ore some of mp avenies.
thraugh which he qutp:nlsqgi Y - "we

-



And no, the Carnival experience does not
have o be as hectlc as mony Jomaolicons
imagine. Easton, who first attended i! in 1958
because of an academic interest in Caribbe-
an folk manifestations, s that Trinidadi-
o Btk Svervibing T DYt Vit

ing do ng rst visif.

'ngﬂ‘ Tere soy that Trinidodians fele
aground the clock for four days siraight,” he
says, “It's not frue!'| tried fo do that and the
Trinidadions lovghed of ‘me. Now | know
how to poce m and organize myself to
getin a lot of enjoy |

“It's like life, vou have fo know vourself
and how 16 poce yourself, ond know what
you want fo do.”

- @® Friends
How does ‘Easton’s wife Jean relate to his
oftheat wovs of recharging? There's no prob-
lem, he says, “The thing with Jean and me is,
we pel on so well becouse basically, we are
friends. The other thing Is that we don't
criwd each. other too much. We allow each
ungur privacy ‘and we allow goch other spo-

Eoston describes his.wife os “a fontastic
. homemoker ond a Very creative person in
the kilchen ond around the sewing machine
— she mode the wedding dresses for our
| doughters ond davghfer-in-low, ond she
~mokes most of the clothesi] wear.” _
He classifies her s someons whose corser
is at home, rather thap scrmeone who doesn't
_hove o career. With similar rools — his
fiither ond her mother Bgji'came fo Jamoica
frorm Ching, the cobnie poatimatriad in thair
teans fhe was 19 and she 1Y 1o the dubloys
pfagpects of many of Iheir Eeiatives:
instead of aplitting up IMAHew weeks o3
predicted, hey hiayve raiced IWo sonsand two
difughters, ufd ds Eosten puts: if. we have
beent oble "1o'enfoy goch dthes’s succass ond

L irhapety -.,'r‘--?ﬂl"!{llfﬁl.:lplg.w:g;

'Easton Lee "'

{Cont'd [rom Page 6)

growth.” Two Impor-
tant things hove
helped the Lees to
steer sofely through
the ups and downs,
e reflects.

*One is the focl
that we are both
Christians, and you
try 1o live o ceriain
waoy, by certain
codes — that helps.

The other |5, we
don't usually toke
vocations together.”

@ Separate
vacations

The idea of seporate
vacations came ear-
Iy in the union, when
conflicting inferests
on a Mexicon holi-
day threctened fto

serve r
summer vacation for

eoch to do exactly
what he or she
wonis,

One hapoy side ef-
fect Is that "By the
time the two weeks
is up® Easton loughs,
*you are dving to get
home!™

For the future,
Easton plons 1o
write +two more
plays, on wonis to
write a historicol
novel on the experl-
ences of his fother
ond his uncle —and
other Chinese fami-
lies —ond the differ-
ent routes they took
in becoming port of
the Jomaicon com-
munity. His father,
who owned a bakery,
lived the rural
life(Easton was born
in Treiowny ond
prew up mostly In
that parish and In 51,
Elizobeth) and his
uncle, like so many
city families with
similar bockgrounds,
ilved obove the store
he ran In Kingston,
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